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LIFE'S A CHOICE 

High school life 
presented students 
with an endless 
array of choices. 
Freshman Thea 
Logan's passion for 
music helped her fit 
into the complex 
scheme of things. 
Seniors Jamie Rosko, 
Amanda Sandoval 
and Mike Zivanovic 
displayed their 
perpetual spirit 
through fresh, bold 
expression. Seniors 
Julie Valand, Katie 
Strzempka, Tiffany 
Brown and Winfield 
Smith played with 
the elements of risk 
and reward and in 
doing so caught a 
glimpse of what the 
real world is like. 
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stu< by day 

Day in and day out s * 

the unmistakable, piercing alarm clock whips 
students out a dreamy world and into reality 180 
mornings a year. Reluctantly boarding buses or 
piling into cars to beat the 7:45 a.m. bell while 
zero-hour students attempt to clear their sleepy 
eyes in class at 6:45 a.m., 1 ,31 2 students fill the 
hallways, ready to choose the day’s path. 


by day 



What’s your 

favorite class? 



□ "AP Chemistry: I just 

enjoyed learning about that 
kina of stuff, ana the labs 
were terrific — they ranged 
from making aspirin to silver 
mirrors." -Deb Sundi, 

senior 

"Definitely Drama class. Mrs. 
Kouris was so much fun to 
have first hour, which was 
normally my worst class 
because I was never awake. 

In that class she got us up on 
our feet and moving and 
doing lots of interesnm 


□ 


things that you normally 
wouldn't get to do first hour." 

-Shannon O’Keefe, 
sophomore 

"Any type of art class because 
art relaxed me; and when I 
drew or painted, the time 
flew by. -Liz Olley, 

junior 

"I would choose Ceramics 
because it took me three class 
periods to make one, little pot.' 

-Russell Petersen, 
freshman 

All Lit Up 

Fascinated by the steam 
rising off the beaker, 
freshmen Andy Moffitt 
and Mike Shideler work 
on a photosynthesis lab in 
Mr. Wells' Earth Science 
class. Hands-on learning 
gave students a new per- 
spective for learning. 




Day’s Work 

In the seven hours teachers and students spend at 
school, stories form every minute. Sporting the 
newly enforced identification name tags around 
her neck, Mrs. Pat Premetz, math department chair, 
works a problem on the board. Across the school 
in Mr. Scott McAlister's Economics class, seniors 
Meredith Moran and Andy Zusman check how 


their Krispy Kreme Donuts stock fared. Outside 
on the football field, Margaret DeDios, senior, 
practices with Band for their upcoming 
Homecoming performance while Jordan Ghezzi, 
junior, completes an assignment in Computer 
Applications. Everyone in school spent their time 
differently by making decisions. 


by day 
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// 


Mr. Russell was able to keep his English classes 




Different Worlds 


we 


were 


under control and have us learn something. Just today 

fighting over commas and quotation marks. In any 

other class, I would have just given up. 

Payal Keshvani, sophomore 

□ Some opt to complain along each of the 506 steps from Mr. 
Steve Moell’s math room in South to Mr. Hal Coppage’s 
social studies room in North. With seven-minute passing 
periods, students decide to slowly putter down the hall only 
to then sacrifice their Saturdays for a Study Session earned 
on a third tardy offense, an added stress to the day. 


□ Zipping past these wanderers, others desire to shine with 
high ISTEP scores and 96.8 attendance rates to help the 
school receive its Four-Star Indiana status or tops in the 
state PSAT scores to earn one of 14 National Merit Finalist 
rankings. 


| Breaks in the daily routine come with innovative learning 
techniques like the Junior English Scarlet Letter trials, 
Foods and Fitness’ fat-pinch tests or the task of rescuing 
Coach Gary Davis in Lifesaving. Learning adopts a whole 
new face as cliched rules smash and creative approaches 
take over. 


| With over 100 more kids filling classes and hallways, two 
additional lunches prove necessary to ease the space 
crunch and shorten lines. Students select to squeeze in 
time with friends between eating and studying for 
upcoming tests. Many face disappointment when friends 
disperse throughout the other three lunches. 


□ 


Spending more than 1,260 hours in school, students 
welcome any break from the routine. Who would’ve 
thought a 24-inch record snow would 
pound the Region Dec. 11, leaving 
students to accept slipping and sliding in 
the streets with a day and a half snow 
vacation? Or who would believe the 
Nov. 7 Presidential election would drag 
on for five weeks through voter recounts 
and Florida courts before the U.S. 

Supreme Court ordered the counting to 
stop. George W. Bush emerged the 
eventual Electoral College winner, 
despite Al Gore winning the popular 
vote. 


David Klawinski, senior 


Intently listening to Ms. Paula Malinski's 
instructions in the pool, freshmen Becky Gabrys, 
Lauren Wright, Aja Aktay, Nicole Huffman and 
Emily Alberti momentarily rest above the water's 
surface. Just down the hall, Maria Stopper, 
freshman, studies her homework in a more 
conventional classroom. 


School is a choice, and people make of it what they want. 
Routine could consume anyone, but it’s the decisions made 
that keep a teen alive as Student by day. 


by day 
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hat’s your 

favorite activity? 

“Mixed ensembles. Because 
singing was always fun, and 
after a long practice the results 
were very rewarding." 

-Vita Lazauskas, 
sophomore 

“Tutoring. I really enjoyed 
helping my 8 th grade student 
understand Algebra because I 
remembered how hard it was." 

-Lisa Kolar, 
senior 

“Well, it was definitely a sport, 
and it was wrestling because it 
was a true test of heart to be 

§ ood. You had to work so hard, 
ut it payed off when you 
walked off the mat a winner." 

-Corey Greenya, 
sophomore 

“I looked forward to the joy 
that was football every single 
day of the season. Having 
Coach bellow across the town 
of Munster was something I 
carried with me forever." 

-Nick Kikalos, 
junior 


Balancing Act 




As school ended each day, students 
transform into people by night . Greg Bales, 
sophomore, finishes homework while 
Rachel Anderson, freshman, feeds her 
labrador retrievers Gatsby and Mousse, 
just down the street at Hartsfield Village, 


Amy Blue, senior, removes the salad plate of 
resident Mr. Frank Pease, while seniors 
Brandon Sweeney and Nicole Pellegrino 
perform in "George Washington Slept Here." 
As students rushed out the door, they molded 
their personalities. 



by night 







pooper 

couch potato 




volunteer „ 

I would have picked Band because all the 
people are in Band for one reason: to have fun. We 

were all friends, and Band didn't stop 

when school stopped; it was an all year thing." 

ClarLOn Chris Pykosz, iunior 

O I Cl w lJ As the 2:45 p.m. bell rings and the structured atmosphere of 

the school day crumbles, students flood the parking lots with 
I**! ^ §*% | |C lists tas ^ s t0 complete. Faced with choices of tackling 

pC i I W ? I vl w their homework, carting siblings and friends around town, 

rlpSKK l /\ y assuming a position at the local McDonald’s or participating 

Ul lUUlwl in a club or sport, students call the shots by night. 




plays 


□ 


sibling 

rock star 

remote controller □ 

actor 

hacker 


m 


Competitors favored committing hours upon hours of 
practice to their sport. Hard work pays off when the Boys’ 
Tennis Team finishes third at State. Both soccer teams opt to 
strive for perfection, being named Sectional champs and 
moving on to Regionals. New basketball coaches Mr. Mike 
Hackett and Mrs. Beth Vesa forced teams to adjust to the 
change and conform to new formats. 

Students with a need to learn outside the classroom, ready 
for SATs with a prep class, take dance lessons, study an 
instrument or become the teacher themselves and educate 
others to participate in out-of-school-learning. Splitting 
their time off between wants and needs in my time and their 
time, students visit Chicago’s Navy Pier, brush up on 
personal hobbies, attend church with their family or develop 
a first ever Girls’ Biddy Ball league. 


□ Needing cash for pure survival, getting and spending 
concert maste money compose much of a student’s time off. Some cash 

cravers opt to join the work force, earning the means to shop 
or join fitness centers to relieve stress. 


( racket swinge; 


r\Cl OVVIII\Jw* 

super fai 


spiker 


)per 


goalie 

leerleader 


Two Step 

While a slow song plays, Laura Dunn, 
senior, and Matt Domasica, soph- 
omore, spend a moment together at 
the Homecoming dance. Forming 
post-dance plans could get quite 
complicated with the conflicting 
schedules of a large group. "We made 
our plans the night of the dance," 
Laura said. "It was easier than dealing 
with group problems." 


Much like the school day, evening and 
weekends fill with too many choices in 
too little time. From a small, insignificant 
homework problem to casting a vote for a 
president Nov. 7, students face decisions. 
What they decide, however, forms the 
individual by night. 


. 

/> jfc* 
v L 


anything 


Erin Talaby, senior 


- movie-goer B 

...by night 


by night 
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People’s Choice 

Partner Up During his AP Govern- 

Common Ground To prepare for a French vocabulary ^ent class, Jonathan 

While sitting on the Commons floor, quiz, Elliott Gibbs, junior, and riecman, senior, reviews 
juniors David Los and Adam Andy Given, sophomore look over his We the People com- 
Wallace use free time to read Crier. their vocab list together. petition speec 


/7 PlZZcl choice. The wedge and French bread 

just didn't do it like the pizZcl choice. 

Zack Holobowski, sophomore 

Some saunter through the newly labeled 
entrances ‘A’ through ‘Q,’ as others scamper 
down the vacant South hallways to beat the 
7:45 a.m. bell, and life begins as a Student 
by day. Contrary to pre-conceived notions of 
school being boring, students choose to 
make the most of their 7-hour days. 

□ Coming and going proves difficult as students battle snow 
piles and the 590 parking spots become scarce. Orange 
adhesive stickers warn students of parking violations before 
tickets are issued. 

□ Confusion strikes as nine bells sound during the 120- 
minute study hall, lunch and fourth hour time frame. Extra 
time built into the school day makes time management 
easier for students who choose to take advantage. 

Fetal pig dissections and La Catrina soap opera viewings 
varied student’s schedules as learning takes different 
approaches to schoolwork while stretching rules. Yet, harsh 
reality returns with test day stress. 

From flying kites in Mr. Stephen Wroblewski’s geometry 
class to beating the tardy bell to avoid a detention on the 
second offense, school is no longer the monotonous, routine 
seven-hour day. 






by day 
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Guiding Light Lounge Lizards 

Directed by Mrs. Linda Haynes, art Finished with lunch, seniors Tom 
teacher, Kristine Duray, soph- Royal and Tom Largus catch up 
omore, retraces an object with the with juniors Moritz Raabe, George 
a light box. "Electives were good Colakovic and Katie Austgen. "I 
classes to start with," Kristine said. never got to see them during the 
"They relaxed me for the day." day, so we talked then," Katie said. 



benefited from a wide variety of options. 


k/V 

] "I would have chosen Pasta Bar 
^ because I hated having to wait 

for Fridays." . KaitMn D eCe ro, 

freshman 


hat’s your 

favorite lunch? 


□ "Pizza because we had it 
everyday anyway, so we 
wouldn t stress the lunch ladies 
out." -Kellie Creighton, 

junior 

| "Ravioli. It was one of the few 
lunches that I enjoyed. The 
school's was good with all the 
gooey cheese. ; jessWi|son 

junior 


□ "I would have chosen a lunch 
that was bearable to eat because 
at the end of the year I would 
hate that food, and I wouldn't 
want to dislike one of my 
favorites." -Adam Castor, 

junior 


□ "Pasta bar because my food was 
pasta, and you could 'get as 
much as you wanted for $1.90." 

-Colleen Summers, 
junior 


Bus Blues 

After school freshmen Sapna Shah and Sherri 
Mehok trudge through the snow' tow r ard the 
bus. "Not being able to drive was a nuisance," 
Sapna said. "Sometimes I got rides from friends, 
but if 1 couldn't, and my mom didn't feel like 
driving in snow, it was hard to get around." 


by day 




Sticky Situation 

Swiftly pasting her photographs onto 
a posterboard, Liz Olley, junior, 
hurries to finish her photography 
project on its due date. "I needed to 
share the dark room on the last day, 
so I had to rush through developing 
three photos," Liz said. 


Filling in a “uture 

To ensure that his SAT results will be 
back in plenty of time, Mike Johnson, 
senior, bubbles in his choices. Many 
students stressed about the stand- 
ardized tests required for college and 
scholarships and often found them- 
selves in the Guidance Office looking 
for help, even during the busy 
festivities of Homecoming. 

Lunchtime Lesson 

Gathered around the cafeteria table, 
seniors Neha Shah, Poonam Shah 
and Lisa Basil collaborate to complete 
work they need to finish by the end 
of the six weeks. Because the grading 
period ended during Homecoming 
week, many people lost sight of their 
schoolwork in the rush. 





Busy Breaktime 

After creating a makeshift table out 
of a bench in the Commons, Joe 
Mack, senior, spends his lunch break 
finishing up homework with Cindy 
Wisniewski, junior. The time lunch 
provided transformed into a nece- 
ssary part of many students' study 
habits. "1 was working as hard as I 
could to finish my Pre-Calc 
homework on time," Joe said. 


Making Stress 
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Students 
experience 
troubles from 
life's every 





Testing rouble: 

Unaware of the upcoming test, Anne 
Shapiro, senior, nervously gnaws on 
her nail in U.S. Government class. 
Nervousness about exams and 
assignments plagued many students. 


sophomore, said. "I guess it was just an 
unpleasant part of being a teenager." 
Outside of the ordinary events, some 
students just had "off 
days" that left them 
with even bigger prob- 
lems in their lives. From 
jammed lockers to 
defective backpacks, 
students dealt with 
issues that constantly 
tested their nerves. 

"I was just walking 
down the hallway when 
the strap broke off my 
backpack and the zipper 
tore," Sean Pikes/, 
junior, said. "Everything 
went flying all over the 
place. I could not believe 
how much it screwed up 
my entire day." 

Each additional class 


As he heard the phrase, "Your 
assignment for Monday is...," Nick 
Bularzik, junior, groaned at the workload 
falling on him. With assignments due in 
nearly each of his classes, Nick fell victim 
to the pressures of school life. 

"When I started to think about the 
future," Nick said, "it irked me that the 
quality and direction of 
the rest of my life 
depended on my ac- 
tions right then." 

Making the grades 
remained one of the 
factors that stressed 
students during the day. 

Trying to compensate 
for lost time proved 
another strain. 

"Sometimes I would 
forget to do work until 
right before that class," 

Nicole Greger, soph- 
omore, said. "Then I 
would be rushing to 
finish it five minutes 
before class started." 

Although homework 
created stress for many students, other 
aspects of life also produced problems. 

"Sometimes my friends stressed me 
out during the day," Kristine Duray, 


at school added stress to students' lives. 
Lunches spent finishing work and 
cramming for tests in study hall 
composed the products of daily stress. 




One on One 

To brush up on homework, seniors 
Markia Hammonds and Lisa Pleitner 
meet for a few minutes. Although not 
understanding assignments could 
leave students in the dark. National 
Honor Society (NHS) tutors like Lisa 
often came to the rescue. 


Soothing ounds 

Music filling his ears, David Ahlf, 
senior, stretches out in the swimming 
hallway. With the pressures from the 
day, David took the needed time for 
escape. "I tried to forget about school 
stresses when 1 could," David said. 


Making Stress 
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Lunch Bunch 

For a change on the Homecoming 
half day, sophomores Lindsay Smar- 
on, Nicole Greger, Emily Hansen and 
Kelly Miller enjoy combined lunch 
hours. "We didn't even eat lunch," 
Emily said, "but it was fun to sit with 
some of my friends who I didn't 
normally get to have lunch with." 


Phoning a Friend 

In conversation with a friend, Jason 
Douts, senior, makes a call at the 
payphone near the Commons. Many 
students often phoned friends 
during school hours for reasons 
ranging from inquiring about the 
health of a sick classmate to making 
plans with people from out-of-town. 



Markings 

offriermship 

From 7-minute passing periods to 30-minute lunches, 
students move beyond walls and classrooms to lend an 
ear, offer advice or cheer up a needy friend 


M any would call school 
without friends horrible, 
boring or even impossible. In 
one school day, students received 65 
minutes of time they didn't have to 
spend in class. People utilized 
this time differently, yet it 
always involved friends. 

Most students tended to 
socialize during the seven 
minute passing periods. Some 
visited their friends' lockers, 
and others found someone to 
walk with to their next class. 

"We were usually in the 
North Commons," Amanda 
Spivey, junior, said. "It was 
nice to get to talk to all my 
friends each day like that." 

Another aspect of how 
students spent time with their friends 
during school involved visits to the 
bathroom. Indefinitely, a multitude of 
students occupied any given bathroom 
during any given passing period. 
However, many girls claimed that they 

Time with Friends 


often did not even use the toilet. 

These visits created yet another 
opportunity for students to meet new 
people. One thing about school that 
many students valued dealt with the 
people that attended. They not 
only interacted with close 
friends, but also with strangers 
that had a wide range of 
different personalities. 

"You could talk to people in 
your classes that you normally 
didn't get the chance to meet," 
Mike Strain, freshman, said. 
"Then you ended up finding so 
many things that you had in 
common with the most random 
groups of people." 

Although school generally 
created stress with all the 
homework and tests, having no people 
to converse with would ruin the essence 
of it. For this reason students followed 
various ways to relieve some of the stress 
from the school day through their 
interactions with fellow students. 


"You could 
talk to 
people in 
your 

classes that 
you 

normally 
didn't get 
the chance 
to meet." 

-Mike 

Strain, 

freshman 


Playing Dress-up 

After completing her work, Talia 
Matury-Vacaro, junior, plays with 
Holly Grunewald's hair. "Having 
friends in study hall took away from 
boring homework," Holly said. 





in 

1*1 
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Loads of Laughs 

Enjoying a good laugh, seniors Jenny 
Sharp, Candice Kouros and Desiree 
Ballanco take a Commons break to 
get away from average school day 
stress. "The Commons was a nice 
meeting point directly in the middle 
of the school," Jenny said. "I didn't 
have a lot of classes with my friends, 
so we chose to talk there instead." 


What could you do 

in one 7-minute passing period? 

"I don't know how people were able to do anything in a 
passing period. All those people in the Commons: 1 didn't 
have that much time, and I had no idea how they did." 

Nick Bularzik, junior 

"I wished I could have ridden a horse from class to class." 

Ashley Bowen, sophomore 

"I'd gossip with my friends. That's all you really could do. 
Even when I did that, I was late for my classes." 

Alice Lanman, junior 

"I would go to Subway and get a roast beef sub sandwich 
with olive oil, vinegar, and lots of pickles. Then I would eat 
it while I ran back to school." 

Steve Fell, freshman 

"I loved playing basketball with Zoran Balac in Mr. Lopez's 
room. I rushed every day from Mr. Fortner's room to Mr. 
Lopez's room to get the maximum amount of play time." 

Andy Kennedy, senior 




Fence-sitters 

Ready to display their French pride, 
seniors Camila Bronhara and Roman 
Teller wait for the French Club truck. 

"We tried three times to make a float, 
but it didn't work," Roman said. "We 
opted to have music, and we had a 
lot of fun putting it together." 

Body Art 

In full spirit, sophomores Megan 
Higgins and Liz Anderson apply 
body paint to sophomore Emily 
Hoban's arm. "During Homecoming 
my friends and I spent a lot of time 
together decorating the float and 
ourselves," Megan said. "We wore 
wifebeaters to show our spirit." 

Time with Friends 




A . 

I 1 fter five weeks at 
^ school and stress 
mounting like suspense in a 
horror film, Homecoming’s 
untimely arrival shifted 
students into panic mode. 
With homework and tests 
beckoning, tasks piled each 
hour of the day. Through all 
the mayhem, winners 
blossomed. Even the frigid 
temperatures didn’t stop the 
Mustangs from a 7-0 victory 
against the state-ranked 
Lowell Red Devils or 
students crowning Nicole 
Pellegrino queen. 



Tight on Time 

Victim: Holly Grunewald, junior. 

Mission: Attend four soccer games, help build 
float, study for and pass six tests, put together five 
spirit day outfits, and decorate for the dance. 
Time allotted: Six days. On mark, get set, go! 

Reflecting the hectic atmosphere that 
surrounded students and inconveniently 
coincided with the last week of the first 
grading period, Homecoming created 
nail-biting stress for students whose 
teachers tried to wrap up the six weeks 
during one of the busiest times of the 
year. People complained about the 
hypocrisy of encouraging students to put 
time in to build class floats and then 
administering crucial tests that week. 


"Teachers talked about how we had to 
have more spirit, and then they gave us all 
that work," Holly said. "My mom wanted 
to call school to complain because that was 
why kids didn't participate as much." 

Still, teachers had a different view on the 
importance of adjusting the workload. Mrs. 
Renee Kouris, English and Drama teacher, 
always sets aside Homecoming day for 
painting faces and celebrating the occasion. 

"I believed that students who were 
involved in extracurricular activities should 
be able to relax, enjoy themselves, and show 
some school spirit," Mrs. Kouris said. 

Cash Crunch 

Plopping on his bed after an exhausting 
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Warm Spirits 

Huddling to keep warm, freshmen 
Britney Meier and Kristina Barney 
wait for the spirit truck. "My favorite 
part of being in the parade was going 
by the middle school," Kristina said. 
"When I was little, I always looked 
up to the older people in the parade." 


It Takes Two 

Determined to cross the finish line, 
sophomores Megan Higgins and 
Leah Merkell participate in the water 
balloon race. "We couldn't pop the 
balloon, so I had to sit on it and get 
all wet," Leah said. 



Seeing is Believing 

Intently watching the festivities, 
sophomores Lenny Weiss, Josh I .evin 
and Gary Ghezzi silently watch 
students scarf down ice cream and 
participate in the tug-of-war. Even 
though only a few students had the 
opportunity to play the games, the 
remainder of the people had just as 
much fun watching. 

No Pain, No Gain 

Gritting their teeth, sophomores Ann- 
Marie Sands and Tim Daugherty keep 
a tight grasp on the rope and try to 
defeat the senior class. The tug-of-war 
entertained students and pumped 
them up for the class rivalries that 
flared during Homecoming. 



day of school, Tim Webb, junior, looked in 
his wallet to insure that he had enough 
money for the dance, but he only found a 
single, crinkled dollar bill after frantically 
filing through the empty object. Recalling his 
earlier purchase of spirit attire which 
emptied his wallet, Tim sighed at the 
increasing costs of the week-long festivities. 

Shelling out a little extra money occurred 
rather easily without many repercussions for 
most students. However, with a night too 
filled to squeeze in homework, class time left 
the only option for finishing work. 

"If I had homework, I always strove to do 
it during provided class time," Mark 
Obzanski, senior, said. "With the end of the 
six weeks, however, the amount of 


homework rose, and I 
had to put it off. I just 
never realized how 
much of an effect the 
slacking off had on all of 
my grades." 

Adding up the costs 
of Homecoming includ- 
ing mental, physical and 
financial, the average student ended up broke 
in all respects by Friday. 

Homemade Spirit 

Sporting his own homemade creation, 
Kevin Wadycki, junior, showed spirit on 
Hawaiian Day by wearing a makeshift 
coconut top and a swaying grass skirt. 


"At about 9 p.m. the night 
before I bought a coconut," 
Kevin said. "I finished carving 
out all the fruit and gluing the 
strings at about 11 p.m." 

Though not everyone took 
time to make outfits like Kevin, 
many prepared ahead for spirit 
days which covered Hawaiian, 
College Sports, Army and Hat Days for 
juniors, sophomores and freshmen. Seniors, 
wanting to stand out from the rest of the 
crowd, created their own plan for the week 
which included Army, Costume, Cowboys 
and Indians and 70's and 80's Days. Uniting 
as a school, all classes joined together on 
Friday for Class Spirit Day. 


Spectator Spirit 

Smiling, sophomores Raechelle 
Medellin, Richelle Medellin and 
Peach Roman-Lagunas enjoy the 
lively festivities of the pep rally. "1 
thought school spirit was really 
important," Peach said. "At pep 
rallies the whole class came together, 
and it seemed like everyone knew 
each other and just had fun." 


Homecoming 
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High Spirits 

Wildly cheering, sen- 
iors Chris Newcomb 
and Terryn Funston let 
their spirits show. 
"Seniors really came 
together this year in 
comparison to other 
years," Chris said. 

In Sync 

Marching in formation, 
Melissa Boeckman, 
sophomore, Danielle 
Zagorski, senior, Ray 
Fandl, junior, and Brian 
Carraher, freshman, 
play the "Munster 
Fight Song" during the 
Homecoming parade. 
"We normally got to 
school at 7:30a.m., but 
when it came closer to 
big performances like 
the parade we had to 
put in extra time and 
came in at 7 a.m. every 
morning," Ray said. 


Crawling Along 

While Kyle Hayes, junior, cheers 
them on, juniors Lauren Eidam and 
Margie Mask scramble across the 
field at the pep rally. "Jeni Shike 
(junior) signed us up for the 
wheelbarrow race without telling 
us," Lauren said. "It was no problem; 
we had fun doing it." 





Extra Effort 

Thumping bass and the distinct rhythm of 
a disco tune resonated in the cafeteria during 
C Lunch as Rob Branson, senior, shouldered 
around a boom box wherever he roamed on 
Spirit Week's 70' s and 80' s day. 

"When the guys decided on '70s day, we 
went out to thrift shops and got clothes and 
music," Rob Branson, senior, said. "When I 
was younger, a lot of people didn't show their 
spirit. When I did it though, it made school 
more tolerable and fun." 

Although students dressed up because of 
their school spirit, others sported ulterior 
motives for extra credit. Several students 
jumped at the opportunity to act unusually. 


"If someone gave me the chance to dress 
like a freak for a day, I was going to do it," 
Renee Albrecht-Mallinger, sophomore, said. 

Half Day Horseplay 

Toilet paper rolls soared through the air, 
students walked around with decorated 
pants and tank tops and the Cheerleaders 
and Dance Team separated into their grades 
to lead their classes into screaming the 
loudest to earn the Spirit Award. 

In games organized by Student Govern- 
ment, including the ice cream eating contest, 
the wheelbarrow race and the water balloon 
toss and relay, in addition to the annual tugs- 
of-war, students in every grade battled their 


peers for all the glory. 

"The most exciting part was when the 
team of science teachers were beating the 
math teachers," Adam Wesolowski, junior, 
said. "Mr. Curme and Ms. Haussman 
carried their teams because they got really 
into it. It was hilarious." 

Students participated in the games to 
boost morale, have fun or represent their 
peers while competing for the trophy. 

"I felt our spirit was lacking, and the only 
way to compensate was to try winning the 
events," Waheed Nassimi, junior, said. 

Slurping up the last of the vanilla ice 
cream, Ankur Bhatt, senior, raised his arms 
in victory as the senior section roared. 


Homecoming 
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Almost 

Famous 

Just after hearing the queen's name 
announced, alumnae Sheri Meyers, 
Brittany Fritzsche and Emily Magliola 
congratulate Nicole Pellegrino, senior. The 
Homecoming Court consisted of Desiree 
Ballanco, Gina Bassetto, Julia Bochnowski, 
Saralyn Feinberg and Jamie Rosko. 


Float 

Frenzy 

Students geled together in class competition with Kayte 
Yerga, senior, working on Buzz Lightyear; juniors 
Waheed Nassimi, Jennifer Lee, Farah Sheriff and 
Christina Guzik creating Genie and sophomores Brian 
Mayer and Jawad Ornery first attempt with Tigger. 
Seniors reigned victorious, portraying the character from 
Toy Story 2. "There were more people there that hadn't 
ever been there before," Kayte said. "Everybody was 
involved. Even if there wasn't school spirit, there was at 
least senior spirit." 


"Something happened," 

Cristina Casas, senior, said. 

"Everyone just came together 
and pulled through since it 
was our last year. We all 
realized that we wouldn't get 
the chance to do that again." 

"I think the pep rally was 
needed to maintain the 
Homecoming spirit to sup- 
port the teams," Tom Mourikis, senior, said. 
"The spirit began that Friday afternoon and 
carried on into the game that night." 

Hope Floats 

Cold, whistling wind swirled into the 


pomp-covered floor of the 
Industrial Arts room, as 
sophomores shivered and 
warmed up to the thought 
of finishing all 15,000 
pomps on their float. 

Seniors' last year of float 
building provided bond- 
ing experiences that could 
not occur anywhere else. 

"I came together on a project that was a 
symbol of my class and learned the art of 
float building," Amber LaReau, senior, said. 

Seniors placed first with Buzz Lightyear, 
followed by juniors with Genie and finally 
sophomores with Tigger. 


Head First 

As she looks up from scarfing down 
a plate of vanilla and chocolate ice 
cream, Saralyn Feinberg, senior, 
bursts into laugher next to juniors 
Lauren Eidam and Katie Thompson. 
"I liked eating the ice cream; that 
was the best part about being in the 
contest," Saralyn said. "It was a little 
cold on my face because of the 
weather that day, but I was able to 
manage." 


Homecoming 
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Studious Swimmer 

In order to best manage his time, 
Dustin Thompson, senior, toils over 
his homework at poolside. Having 
schedules filled to the brim with 
morning and evening practices or 
rehearsals, many students found it 
necessary to do their homework in 
any free time available. 

Squared Away 

Engrossed in her geometry, Lidiya 
Yakubovskaya, sophomore, tries to 
lighten her workload. "The worst 
part was the homework," Lidiya 
said. "I tried to get it all done during 
the hour because I didn't want to 
have to take it home." 





Extra Effort 

During Contact Time Katie Szewka, 
freshman, reviews her vocabulary 
quiz with Mrs. Alyce Mart-Webb, 
French teacher. "I was willing to put 
in extra time to do better in school 
because my future depended on it," 
Katie said. "I wanted to go to a good 
college, which meant that I needed 
to get good grades." 


Time Management 
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Last Minute Look 

Between classes, juniors Holly 
Grunewald and Jenny Fell look over 
their Pre-Calculus together. "It 
helped to review before the test so 
that it was fresh in your mind," Jenny 
said. 


Stretching Time 

Before Dance Team practice, Jillian 
Hmurovic, sophomore, stretches 
while trying to get extra studying 
done. "Dance Team was very hard, 
but it was rewarding," Jillian said. 








Down 


Squeezing in homework 
between after-school practices, 
work and extracurriculars, 
students learn to juggle time 


n !:: Minute 


Quickly jotting down definitions. Lea 
Pupillo, junior, utilized the class time 
provided to get a head start on her 
homework so she could try to lighten 
that day's heavy workload. 

"If I had time after classes, I would 
do my homework because I hated 
bringing home my books," Lea said. 

Trying to finish homework between 
practices, lessons and everything else 
that filled students' lives often turned 
out challenging. Students like Matt 
Mikels, junior, worked on their home- 
work after any practice in the morning. 
The possibility of finding students 
working diligently on their homework 
at any time proved large. 

"I would get a schedule of all of my 
extracurricular activities, then I studied 
whenever I could before my practices," 
Becky Gabrys, freshman, said. 

Finishing homework in a timely 
manner mainly depended upon doing it 

Time Crunch 

Sitting in the middle of the hall, Laura Dunn, senior, 
concentrates on studying for a Sign Language quiz. 
Everyday before school, students would attempt 
to finish any last minute homework before the 
seven-minute warning bell. 


whenever one had an opportunity and 
just getting it done, according to 
Shannon Harvey, junior. 

"It was best to keep a planner," 
Winfield Smith, senior, said. "It helped 
you manage your time. I had never done 
that, and I really should have." 

The revised schedule provided 
students with even more time in which 
to complete their homework. Study Hall 
lasted 30 minutes, longer than Advisory 
in past years. Also, students used 
Contact Time to obtain help from 
teachers, or National Honor Society 
tutors remained available to offer their 
assistance in afterschool hours. 

"Study Hall helped, too, because I 
could ask people for help when I didn't 
understand my assignment," Lea said. 

Since numerous students made the 
decision to participate in many time 
consuming extracurriculars, they found 
managing their time a necessity, to 
keeping their lives balanced. 

As Lea finished her homework 
simultaneously as the bell rang, she 
breathed a sigh of relief that she 
wouldn't have to load her already heavy 
backpack with another book. 

Time Management 
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Homeward Bound 

At the end of the day, students make 
their way to hitch rides with a friend 
or to board their buses in their travel 
home. "If I couldn't find a ride home 
with a friend, I was forced to walk," 
Eric Drabcnstot, junior, said. 


Coming & Going 


Ready and Waiting 

Opting not to stand outside in the 
cold while they wait for her mom 
after basketball practice, Katrina 
Kupski, freshman, and Eric Moore, 
sophomore, patiently await their 
ride's arrival after school. "My mom 
picked me up every day 1 had prac- 
tice," Katrina said. "Otherwise, I had 
to ride the bus." 


Windshield Wiper 

During the December blizzard, 
Christine Johnson, freshman, clears 
the snow-filled windshield of her 
senior sister Jennifer's car. "I got a 
ride from her, so I did small favors to 
pay her back," Christine said. 

Winter Wonderland 

Brave against the winter cold, 
freshman Sheena Srivastava, soph- 
omore Elizabeth Fattore, and fresh- 
men Rachel Caselton and Joselynn 
Berg walk to the line of buses. Often 
students deemed coats unnecessary 
when only walking to the buses. 
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Hurrying on Schwinn bikes, classic Mustang 
convertibles, yellow Bluebird buses and 
children-filled Dodge minivans, students come 
and go, each by different travelling means 

S lowly turning the key of her Nissan Sentra, Anne 
Shapiro, senior, heard a slight putter and silence. As 
she threw her head back in frustration, she let out an 
exhausted sigh, for she fell victim to every teenage driver's 
nightmare and walked into class 13 minutes late. 

One hundred eighty days out of the year, 1,312 students 
hiked, walked, rode and drove into the parking lots of 8808 
Columbia Ave. Braving the cold, sloshing through rain and 
bearing the heat, senior Jessica Economou arrived at school. 

"I often enjoyed the exercise and being outdoors," Jessica 
said. "However, there were downsides. It took a lot longer 
than driving, and the weather was often disagreeable." 

Living too far away to walk, Ashley Bowen, sophmore, 
received a ride from her mom before work. 

"In the morning I had to wake up and leave the house extra 
early," Ashley said. "In the afternoon I had to stay at school 
until my mom got off work, and it became very stressful." 

Participating in a carpool, James Mayfield, freshman, rode 
the bus which never required him to worry about getting there. 

"The bus took a really long time to get to school," James 
said. "Therefore, I had to get up extra early to be out on the 
bus stop before it arrived each morning, and I hated that." 

Without the predetermined schedule of bus transportation, 
Randy Hoyle, sophomore, made his own schedule and 
determined the times to leave in the morning. 

"Last year I was involved in a big carpool," Randy said. 

"This year, however, it was easier to get to school on time." 

As Anne exited the building that aftpmoon and entered her 
car, she crossed her fingers in hopes that everything would go 
smoothly and nothing would happen with her ride home. 


Rushing to 
make it 




Jump Start 

As he stretches the clamp on the 
jumper cable, Adam Wallace, junior, 
prepares to shock his car back. Stu- 
dents experienced all kinds of car 
trouble in the parking lots from dead 
batteries to car accidents. 

Coming & Going 
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End of the Race 

Out of breath as they run to the field- 
house doors, sophomores Kristine 
Duray and Beth Herrin hurry out of 
the cold. Newly fallen snow often 
shocked students as they exited the 
building and noticed the surprise. 



Once upon a time 
students would 
tremble with fear just 
to ask to leave their 
seat to go to the 
bathroom, but 
‘staying in your seat’ 
becomes ancient 
history as students 
escape from their 
desk to learn on 
their feet. 


F 


ly swatter in hand, Ashley 
Kaufman, senior, scrambled to 
find her target on the chalkboard 
in American Sign Language. In one 
swift motion, she swung it down againts 
the board and met her mark. 

Although pest control seemed like 
the issue at hand, Ashley actually 
prepped herself for the next vocabulary 
exam coming up in her class. 

"We played a game with a flyswatter 
where you tried to hit the word on the 
board that matched the one Mrs. 
Schumacher was signing," Ashley said. 
"We usually did it as a review before test 
days, and it helped a lot." 

Lifting out of their chairs, students opened up to a number 
of unorthodox learning methods. Lifesaving class took 
students out of the classroom and threw them into the 
swimming pool in order to learn a necessary skill. 

"You did a lot of stuff like the 'ring of fire,'" Samantha 
Watanapongse, junior, said. "Someone was in the middle of 
the circle, and you had to swim in and grab them while they 
had to try to use moves to escape." 

Although desks packed almost every classroom in the 
school, students often found themselves freed from their 
chairs. The classwork at hand often required moving about. 

"We had to move all over the photography room to shoot 
all the things that we were supposed to," Matt Lewis, 
sophomore, said. "We couldn't have learned what we did 
without doing it. It was a lot cooler than sitting for an hour." 

Taking gym their first year, freshmen saw the class as a 
break from sitting for most of the day. By finding an interesting 
area, students participated in a sport that they enjoyed. 

"When I started to take gym, we played in-line soccer," Hali 
Tsolakos, freshman, said. "It was one of the cooler things 


because it was a variation of soccer, which 
I liked to play originally." 

Although seats in the classroom 
served a purpose, many emptied as 
students found new ways to learn on 
their feet. Even though standing at a 
chalkboard armed with a fly swatter 
didn't appear as the conventional way to 
learn, it encompassed another way 
students took learning to the next level. 

Stay in Your Seat 


outside influences 

Seated in the shade of a tree on the 
north side of the school, Jessica 
Economou, senior, uses the oppor- 
tunity to improve her writing. 
Creative Writing periodically jour- 
neyed outside to complete assign- 
ments. "It gave me a whole different 
atmosphere to work in," Jessica said. 
"I learned a lot, and 1 also learned to 
pay attention to the smallest detail." 
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rounded up 

With hands joined and a French tune 
filling the room, Sharon Goldyn, junior, 
Jill Horn, senior, Tim Webb, junior, and 
seniors David Pryzbylski and Sarah 
Grauvogl follow an ethnic dance led 
by Roman Teller, senior. "The way we 
could just get up and start doing 
something made it great," Tim said. 


tough sale 

At the desk with Mr. Kent Lewis, 
business teacher, Kristina Mueller, 
sophomore, attempts to perfect her 
sales strategies in Fashion Merch- 
andising. "We did the project as a part 
of our chapter," Kristina said. "It was 
interesting to act something out like 
we were in an actual store." 


Stay in Your Seat 


career caretaker 

To keep the plants in the greenhouse 
alive and healthy, seniors Sean 
Greenya and Denis Lowe spend a 
part of their class hour keeping up the 
foliage. While some took Botany for 
an interest in plants, others took it to 
help them in the future. "I took 
Botany because 1 was going into 
landscape architecture at Purdue," 
Sean said. "It gave me some back- 
ground for what I was going to do." 

change of pace 

To change his point of view, Ed 
Briganti, junior, takes a seal on his 
desktop while Robbie Bielawski, 
junior, maintains the traditional 
approach to class. Even though many 
teachers held a rule about staying in 
a seat, Ed took the advantage in every 
class he could, "I just did it because 
it changed my perspective," Ed said. 
"I didn't want to be pinned down in 
a chair the entire day." 


board games 

At the board in an attempt to draw a 
spirit truck, Jill Stout, senior, laughs 
at her creation while Dan Anderson, 
senior, and Mr. Donald Fortner, 
business teacher, look on. "The class 
was great because it was really 
something different, and it wasn't 
honestly that hard," Jill said. 









C onfidently clearing her throat, 
Molly Hanson, freshman, 
began practicing one of her songs, 
"Ah, Poor Bird," for the winter choral 
concert during Women's Glee Club. 

"Glee Club was hands-on work versus 
the regular book learning," Molly said. "It 
was much better for learning all the music." 

Classes like Band, Glee Club, Speech and 
a variety of other classes gave students a 
chance to break the silence generally 
characterizing learning. 

"Band was more interesting," Helen Sroka, sophomore, 
said. "You got tired of all the regular classes like science and 
math. It was nice to have a different kind of class." 

Fven alternative learning classes had some downsides, 
especially Orchestra, a zero-hour course, which began at 6:45 
a.m., according to David Young, senior. On the other hand, 
certain classes didn't seem to have any obvious disadvantages. 

"No one liked to sight read, but it was good for us," Molly 
said. "I could never say anything bad about Glee Club. There 
was no worse part; it was awesome." 

From Speech to Technical Theatre, these classes broke the 
traditional rules. Ever since childhood everyone had always 
heard the nagging statement "be quiet;" still, those classic 
guidelines didn't always apply. During Technical Theatre, one 
could hear screeching of drills or the incessant pounding of 
hammers. The oratory of Speech filled small mirrored rooms, 
and just down the hall, foreign language classes practiced 
Spanish, French or German aloud. 

"I took Speech Competition three years in a row," Jason 
Maldonado, junior, said. " It helped, so I didn't have to spend 
as much time at Speech after school. Of course, you had to 
really like speaking in front of people." 

Teachers agreed that the "be quiet" rule needed enforcement 
when appropriate, but they also understood the benefits of 
allowing students to break it. A number of students felt 
thankful for this right, including Molly, who kept this in mind 
while she let her voice soar during class. 

Be Quiet 


From the 
whirring of drills 
to the trill of a 
foreign tongue, 
classes break old 
rules of silence as 
students benefit 
from having their 
voices heard. 
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speaking out 

Notes in hand, David Culberg, senior, 
speaks to Mr. Mike Coil's Genetics 
class about genetic disorders. Class 
presentations let students step up to 
the role of teacher in addition to 
learning themselves. "We had to 
learn a lot of information before we 
could teach it," David said. 


handiwork 

Drill in hand, Brian Stier, junior, 
works on sets during Technical 
Theatre class. "We actually got to do 
stuff with our hands, not just 
bookwork," Brian said. "The best 
part was building all the sets." 

mind for music 

Attentively following the music, 
freshmen Meghan Kosiba and 
Lindsey Ellingsen play their flutes in 
band. "Band allowed you to 
experience all different types of 
music," Meghan said. "It gave you 
the time to do something different. 
You read music instead of books." 





Creatively presenting his poem in 
Mrs. Renee Kouris' Honors English 
11, Adam Tepper, junior, talks about 


poems by Langston Hughes. Juniors 
Alice Lanman and Jessica Wilks 
explain one of Sylvia Plath's poems, 
while Roger Shieh, junior, puts on 
music to create the mood of his poem. 


Be Quiet 
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incision precision 

With careful concentration Nicci 
Gries, senior, proceeds to dissect a 
frog in Zoology class. Nicci wanted 
to pursue a career in Biology. "My 
favorite part of the class was seeing 
the insides of everything," Nicci said. 

crowning glory 

Topped off with a plastic Viking 
helmet, Lauren Treasure, sophomore, 
braids her pigtails with the help of 
Kelly Amaloo, sophomore. French 3 
students learned about France's 
history as well as the language. "The 
thing I liked best was that the class 
wasn't all bookwork," Lauren said. 



■ 

point and click 

Eyes on the monitor, Mrs. Nancy 
Newcomb, business teacher, assists 
Mike Mirabelli, senior, in using the 
PowerPoint program. In Computer 
Graphics Applications, students 
learned how to set up and design 
things like the school announcements 
on TV. "My favorite part of the class 
was the final; we set up a research 
paper on the Internet," Mike said. 




Hands to Yourself 



child’s play 

Before giving their nine-month-old 
subject a bath in Child Development, 
Terryn Funston, senior, and Sarah 
Baker, junior, spend a few minutes 
playing with the baby. "It was kind 
of scary because the mom was 
watching us," Sarah said. "The baby 
was really slippery, and we were 
afraid of dropping her." 


take the cake 

Hands protected by oven mitts, 
juniors Milos Rajcevic and Ilya 
Stetsovsky take a freshly baked cake 
out of the oven to cool during Foods 
class. "I took the class because I 
thought you should know how to 
cook well enough so you could 
depend on yourself and not rely on 
your spouse," Milos said. 














handle on learning 

In AP Biology juniors Amanda Man- 
oski, Evy Watterson and Jenny Fell 
prepare their presentation. Creating 
a mitosis model by hand gave stu- 
dents a better handle on the concept. 



From firing up the 
Bunsen burner 
in chemistry to 
dissecting everyday 
animals in Zoology, 
students move 
beyond 10-pound 
textbooks and 
overused 
note pads to 
experience learning 
using their hands as 
their guide. 


W hirling around the room Ro- 
man Teller, senior, led Mrs. 

Alyce Mart-Webb's French 4 
class through the steps of a French folk 
dance called le bouree. He gladly 
welcomed the interactive diversion from 
the rest of the typical school day. 

Every student recalls the elementary 
school rule "keep your hands to 
yourself." However, classes like French 
presented an inviting opportunity to 
challenge this established standard. 

"There was a lot more than just 
grammar involved in learning a foreign 
language," Roman said. "Dancing was 
just one of the many cultural outlets that 
one could benefit from." 

Stagecraft and Theater Arts created a 
similar situation. Dramatic exercises 
such as the "mirror" and "freefall" activities required students 
to rely on each other and use a tactile approach, according to 
Mrs. Renee Kouris, drama teacher. When constructing pieces 
of scenery. Stagecraft students worked side by side and had to 
practice cooperation. 

"Hands-on learning was absolutely essential in classes," 

Mrs. Kouris said. "Sometimes rules were meant to be broken 
in order to make learning more effective." 

Student interaction also occurred in science classes. 
Chemistry labs allowed students to create and observe the 
concepts they studied. To prove Charles's Law, lab partners 
transferred a hot flask to a cold water bath together to show 
that the volume of a gas increases with temperature. 

"Having to do something actually made you learn it," lan 
Holloway, sophomore, said. "It was more effective than just 
memorizing a long list of facts." 

As Mrs. Mart-Webb's students learned traditional French 
dances, they realized that they could enjoy learning by taking 
a unique approach. Rather than struggling to stay awake 
during a tedious lecture, they studied French culture while 
having some fun at the same time. Hands to Yourself 
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“Do your own 
work,” bellows the 
traditionalist teacher 
during class while 
just down the hall 
another innovative 
instructor smashes 
academic rules with 
the adaptations of 
group learning and 
less individual 
activities. 


W: 


ith a puzzled look on his face, 
Mark Obszanski, senior, 
struggled with a Calculus 
problem. Flipping through pages in the 
book, he tried to find the answer but 
came up short. Just as he thought about 
closing his book and giving up for the 
day, Mr. John Terry,, math teacher, told 
everyone to work with a partner. 

Ever since kindergarten, teachers 
preached the lesson “working by 
yourself." However, in order to perform 
their best, students sometimes used 
methods beyond the norm to learn. 

"Group work gave students an edge 
that individual work didn't encompass," 
Mr. Carl Fields, art teacher, said. "However, the groups had to 
be watched closely, for often times, one member did all the 
work for the others. Then, one person learned, and the rest 
failed in the mission of the groupwork." 

The truth in the cliche expression "two heads are better than 
one" showed in the grades from groupwork, according to Mr. 
Terry. Everyone collaborated their opinions when people 
worked together, and most of their grades improved. 

"When I worked in groups, I got several people's opinions," 
Katy Creagh, junior, said. "It was easier because many times 
the work was split up. Usually, the group work that was given 
out would have otherwise overwhelmed me." 

For the most part, students jumped at the opportunity to 
work with a group of friends on a project. Groups equaled 
less work, according to Carlyn Grow, freshman. 

"It wasn't the same, redundant day when we got to work 
in groups with other people," Carlyn said. 

The combination of the people, the nature of the assignment 
and the gravity of the class factored into whether or not the 
group faired well. Still, the prominent objective of school 
remained learning and completing assignments on time. 

At the end of the hour, Mark filed the eraser-marked paper 
into his book with all the correct answers written on it. 
Confident in his ability to complete the problems correctly, he 
knew he could get a good grade on the next day's test. 

Do Your Own Work 


clear reflection 

To perfect the appearance of the 
bookstore, Monica Gornal, senior, 
wipes the smudges away. As a single 
part of Managing-A-Store, Monica 
contributes to running the store by 
taking responsibility for her job. 







study buddies 

Collectively attempting to complete 
their AP Calculus homework, seniors 
Asim Sheriff and James Hamblin 
compare answers in math teacher Mr. 
Steve Moell's class. Joining a fellow 
student made sharing ideas possible. 


worldly lessons 

As he works with his group in 
Spanish 2, Kyle Sutton, freshman, 
and sophmores Keith DeMars and 
Anthony Hofstra discuss vocabulary. 
Working with other students, foreign 
language pupils perfected pro- 
nouncing their ethnic accents. 


paired up 

While they flip through the U.S. 
History book, juniors Colleen 
Summers and Ariana Rebesco cut 
down their vocabulary lists, doing 
the work in a group. In AP U.S. 
History, Mr. Hal Coppage, social 
studies teacher, often allowed 
students to pair up and split the 
words to decrease the workload. 






playing with fire 

Carefully adjusting the Bunsen 
burner's flame, sophomores Mary 
Heaney and Aubrey Burdeau await 
the results. Chem labs provided the 
opportunity to work with a friend 
about twice a week during school. 

brushing up interest 

Gathered around Mike Boyle, fellow 
seniors Candice Kouros, Jennifer 
Sharp and David Ahlf watch him 
butter the bread. The team created 
healthy meals in Foods and Fitness. 

Do Your Own Work 







As stomachs groan 
with seemingly 
super-natural 
noises before 
4th hour lunch, 
students find a 
solution to satisfy 
their appetites in 
classes that shatter 
the standard ‘no 
eating in school’ rule. 


A; 


s the smell of cheesy cornbread 
permeated the air, Nicole 
Rietmann, sophomore, mar- 
veled over her masterpiece. After 
laboring for two days during her Foods 
I class, Nicole anxiously sampled her 
recently prepared snack. 

"I took Foods because it just sounded 
really interesting from the start," Nicole 
said. "It ended up being really great 
because I had a cool group, and eating 
in class was always fun. You always got 
to try everything out." 

Although most classes didn't 
describe eating in the classroom as part 
of the course requirement. Foods stood 
among the few electives that made that concept an active part 
of the lessons. While it seemed like the most obvious place to 
find students munching, many other classes gave students 
opportunities to appease their appetites. 

Speech class required students to make a presentation based 
on a skill. While some turned to exhibiting their ability in a 
sport or a hobby, others brought their culinary creativity to 
the front of the class and shared their recipie. 

"When I took Speech over the summer, I knew what I was 
going to do for my demonstration speech right away," Lauren 
Wright, freshman, said. "I made peanut butter balls. My 
grandma used to make them for me, and I thought they were 
really good, so I made them for the whole class." 

Foreign language celebrations also brought entire classes 
together into the spirit of a holiday. For a yearly treat, on Nov. 
2, Spanish classes celebrated "el dia de los muertos" or, "the 
Day of the Dead," with something to fill their stomachs. 

"Getting the bread to eat on the Day of the Dead was a nice 
break from the usual classwork," Teruo Toyama, junior, said. 
"We got to actually have some food, and 
it was interesting because we were 
actually doing it for a good reason." 

While most students only had 30 
minutes to satisfy their daily hunger, 
some broke that schedule, whether in 
Foods or a foreign language. Nicole 
remembered her chance to eat while 
savoring the taste of a job well done. 

No Eating 


pop quiz 

Refreshment at his side, Geoff Girot, 
senior, works to complete an assign- 
ment in Business Foundations. While 
the student handbook outlined rules 
against eating in class, certain tea- 
chers eased up on the policy during 
Homecoming week festivities. Geoff 
took advantage and quenched his 
thirst with a can of Coke. 




test of terror 

With a surprised expression across 
his face and a sour taste in his mouth, 
Andrew Schumacher, senior, takes 
part in an AP Biology taste test. 
Students sampled materials to see 
whether their genetic makeup would 
let them sense flavor. "I was shocked 
at how bad they were," Andrew said. 
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breakfast break 

To satisfy his early morning appetite, 
jon Kutas, sophomore, uses Iris music 
Stand as a makeshift breakfast table. 
Because of zero-hour's early start at 
6:45 a.m., students often brought 
their meals to class. "The class was 
so early that I had to have something 
to eat," Jon said. "Usually, it was just 
Saltines or an orange." 

pasta perfection 

With ingredients strewn on the 
station before them, Mike Panich, 
senior, Ilya Stetsovsky, junior, Mary 
Heaney, sophomore, and Kellie 
Creighton, junior, work to perfect 
their pasta dish. Students taking 
Foods collaborated to finish cooking 
assignments. "Because I had foods 
with Mrs. Marilyn Rizzo, family and 
consumer sciences teacher, 1 was 
opened up to an entirely different 
kind of class," Kellie said. 




birthday blowout 

To celebrate her 17th birthday, 
Candice Grant, junior, blows out 
candles while Jennifer Lee, junior, 
looks on in the Publications room. 
"Celebrating a birthday with the staff 
was almost like you were celebrating 
with a second family," Candice said. 

food for thought 

Expressing his satisfaction with the 
meal he samples, Mike Cronin, 
senior, fulfills part of his requirement 
for Foods class. "Trying the food was 
something you got used to," Mike 
said. "It was something unique, and 
the food honestly wasn't that bad." 


No Eating 
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tying spirit into school 

In the middle of Honors Business 
Management class, Katherine Paw- 
lowicz, senior, stops to adjust senior 
Jenny Solis bandanna. The girls 
dressed up in an effort to help their 
class win the Homecoming spirit 
trophy. "The spirit competition was 
an important part of school," Jenny 
said. "It wasn't just an everyday 
thing, and it kept school fun." 


order in the court 

As juniors Ilene Blumberg and Tim 
Webb watch The Scarlet Letter trial, 
junior Waheed Nassimi anxiously 
waits to testify as Strong-Eyed Bull. 
"My character made funny noises 
and hand motions," Waheed said. 


batter battle 

While cleaning up in Foods 1, soph- 
omores Angie Lewellyn, Krystina 
Kakol, Jenn Maruszczak and junior 
Krystle Montella make use of leftover 
batter. Kitchen groups some times 
added fun while learning to cook. 





keeping score 

Since he just scored more points for 
his team, Dmitri Golfis, senior, 
changes the number on the board. 
Mrs. Juliann Acevez, social studies 
teacher, helped her classes review for 
every test by playing a game of 
Jeopardy the day before. 



No Horseplay 


ac^jjjg 

Striking their poses, sophomores 
Aubrey Burdeau and Kara Koz- 
lowski act out "Mary Had a Little 
Lamb" in Mrs. Renee Kouris's 
Theater Arts class. "I felt stupid 
sometimes, but it was so funny I just 
started to laugh," Aubrey said. "I 
didn't care since we all had to do it." 
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Imagine dozing off in 
class when the 
teacher announces 
the day’s surprising 
assignment: play. 
Though normally 
teachers warn 
students not to goof 
off, a little horseplay 
now and then can 
serve as a valuable 
learning tool. 


F ists clenched, Gabi DeLuna, soph- 
omore, threw punches and kicks 
at the imaginary opponent in front 
of her. She looked desperately to her 
Theatre Arts class for any signs of 
recognition. Finally, Kara Kozlowski, 
sophomore, shouted "Fight Club!" and 
added another point to her team's score. 

Charades provided a fun way for 
students to let their energy out during 
school. Acting out various movies, books 
and songs helped students learn the 
dramatic techniques of pantomime and 
body language. Mrs. Renee Kouris, 

Theatre Arts teacher, also required her 
classes to write and perform a skit about 
influences in the media. A number of students appreciated the 
opportunity to go up in front of the class. 

"I loved going to that class in the morning," Gabi said. "It 
gave me a chance to be myself and get my personality out in 
the open instead of just sitting there." 

Foods and Fitness also allowed its students to get physically 
active during class. Besides learning good nutrition, they 
participated in step aerobic routines and Tae-Bo. The class gave 
seniors a chance at the end of the day to engage in strenuous 
workouts, according to Megan McShane, senior. 

"I learned different ways to get in shape," Megan said. "The 
class let me actually do something and get energized." 

All students had to take physical education as a 
requirement. Many people didn't mind the class, but they 
rather enjoyed the athletic outlet it created. The students played 
sports such as co-ed volleyball, football and swimming. 

"I probably would have taken gym even if it wasn't 
required," Paul Cowgill, freshman, said. "I liked playing 
sports; it gave me a break from doing work all day." 

Some classes let students escape the restricting limits of the 
conventional classroom. Gabi and Kara provided examples of 
students who learned to appreciate the benefits that generated 
from occasional in-class horseplay. 

No Horseplay 





people. 

p r ron& 


‘No arguing,’ 
becomes a by-gone 
teacher phrase as 
mock Congress 
activities, oral tests 
and class debates 
supplant ancient 
learning methods to 
better realize the 
different sides to 
every story 


A 


fter weeks of preparing and 
researching their highly 
current, controversial issues, 
seniors in Miss Dawn Fessler's 
government class debated gun control. 
Heated arguments and strong feelings 
mixed for an ideal debating forum. 

With many teachers proclaiming 
"don't argue" to students, classes such 
as Government smashed the old rule. 
Miss Fessler believed educated class 
discussions provided an educational 
experience and a lesson for life. 

"In my opinion defending an issue 
you truly believed in helped the overall 
socialization of teens," Miss Fessler said. 
"If they were experienced in expressing opinions like in class, 
they were ready to stand up for themselves when they entered 
the work force and the real world." 

Acting as Congress proposing a bill, the seniors defended 
prominent issues. However, even a typical school setting 
provided a forum for freedom of expression. Even in math 
classes, students demonstrated different techniques used to 
complete a problem in a variety of methods. 

"Discussing opens everyone up to different perspectives of 
other students," Ginger Anthony, junior, said. "Other people 
might have had other ideas that I never thought of before." 

Bringing new concepts into the classroom, every student 
held opinions that differed from the others. Expressing those 
ideas, students actively participated in class discussions. 

"Teachers perceived me as a better student because it 
showed that I was willing to participate and learn," Elise 
Eldert, freshman, said. "It gave me a chance to express my 
own opinions against the others in class." 

Environments such as Sociology class required people's 
opinions and expressions to learn instead of textbooks, which 
broke the rule of "no arguing." 

"Arguing over a subject helped people understand," Jason 
Jozwiak, sophomore, said. "People 
learned new sides to issues or problems 
with controversial conversations." 

Whether debating a current, con- 
troversial subject or discussing a new 
way to solve a geometric proof, students 
"argued" their way to new learning. 

No Arguing 


musical challenge 

With mallets in hand, Shreyas Joshi, 
freshman, consults Dan Wick, junior, 
about a tricky rhythm. A new pair of 
eyes helped solve discrepancies 
when the problem dealt with a 
musical work, according to Dan. 
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on bend^ e 

As he portrays Roger Chillingworth 
of The Scarlet Letter, Joe Rogan, junior, 
begs the forgiveness of junior Austin 
Ridgeway's character, Hester Prynne. 
Miss Becky Ladd's English 11 class 
produced a talk show, similar to Jerry 
Springer, based on the classic novel. 




additional advice 

Taking charge of sophomore Mat- 
thew Peach's computer, Amit Shah, 
sophomore, demonstrates a better 
way to complete the job in Computer 
Applications. Sometimes when 
students took the difficult approach 
to a problem, another classmate 
stepped in to simplify. 



test of knowlege 

As they explain parts of their 
dissected animal, juniors Kim 
Kendall and Shannon Harvey defend 
their grades as Mr. Art Haverstock, 
science teacher, quizzes them. Mr. 
Haverstock tested student's know- 
lege after they completed the lab. 

to the point 

At Spanish teacher Mrs. Anne 
Whiteley's desk, Karol Mielnicki, 
sophomore, questions the answer on 
the last assignment. Going over 
assignments and seeking feedback, 
teachers tried to avoid surprises 
when grades came along. 

No Arguing 
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creative coloring 

The day before winter vacation Laura 
Dunn, senior, relaxes in Human 
Genetics. "Mr. Coil let us have a free 
period," Laura said. "He allowed us 
to discover our creativity, through 
any means, during free periods." 



final cut 

During Foods class Joe Jamrock, 
senior, Lidiya Yakubovskaya, soph- 
omore, and Stephanie Bobeck, fresh- 
man, chop up carrots. Foods class 
provided a way for students to make 
a mess to finish in time and produce 
the best food they could. 


burning rubber 

In order to keep a neat paper. Tiffany 
Brown, senior, makes use of her eraser 
for a sketch in ceramics class. The 
assignments allowed for very few 
mistakes, which often forced the 
students to have supplies, such as 
erasers, every day. 





Don’t Be Messy 


white wash 

Keeping her white out handy, Fuja 
Kathrotiya, sophomore, worked in 
class, fully prepared for her teacher 
who didn't accept messy papers. 
"Miss Casey always had us use white 
out," Puja said. "Otherwise, we 
would get points taken off." 


priceless precision 

Making sure to measure out the exact 
amount, Valerie Myszak, sophomore, 
performs a chemistry experiment 
that always contained the risk of 
making a mess. "I didn't always 
remember when I had a lab," Valerie 
said, "and then I would wear nice 
clothes and risk getting them messed 
up by all the chemicals." 





keeping 

creativity 

m shape J 


W ith her head bent in full con- 
centration, Jessica Wilks, jun- 
ior, worked diligently on her 
color wheel for Drawing and Painting 
class. Little did she know that she had 
blue paint smeared across her forehead. 

Since kindergarten students had been 
forced to get "down and dirty" in the 
name of education. This previously 
entailed the use of finger paints for the 
mere enjoyment of messing around with 
goopy substances, but these actions later 
came to mean so much more. Ranging 
from molding clay into varoius forms for 
Ceramics projects to chopping vege- 
tables in Foods, students familiarized 


With clay-filled 
fingernails and food- 
stained clothing, 
students make 
messes during 
class. Teachers and 
students alike 
smash the ‘don’t be 
messy’ rule to insure 
better understanding 
while engaging in 
lively learning 


taDies in rooas, students taminanzea tpphnini ipc 
themselves to working with messy means. ^ 

"You would always get paint all over yourself," Jessica said. 
"It was impossible not to. Art was always going to be art, and 
that aspect of it was never going to change." 

Not only for art classes, but making messes also prevailed 
in the sciences. According to Dan Barton, junior. Zoology 
dissections comprised a major part of the curriculum. Students 
took part in these often, and each specimen offered a new 
challenge for the students to retain precision. 

"Dissections were done in trays, and we always wore 
gloves, too," Dan said. "Before I was in the class, I thought 
that it would be messy, but we tried our best to keep it under 
control. It really wasn't that bad at all." 

Chemistry classes also provided the opportunity to 
participate in various labs which often got out of hand. 
Keeping measurements exact and precise proved a difficult 
task, according to Valerie Myszak, sophomore. 

In AP Chemistry Adam Tepper, junior, attested that students 
could always carry out the experiments in ways that wouldn't 
create messes, yet somehow one or two groups always found 
a way to stand out from the rest. 

"If you did things right, you weren't going to be messy," 
Adam said. "But for every lab, there was one person or group 
who messed up and stained their hands or clothes. The 
messiness came from being absent-minded or irresponsible." 

Although the general rule stated "don't be messy," many 
teachers found it unnecessary for many 
educational purposes. 

As the bell rang, Jessica rose from her 
stupor as she once again became aware 
of her surroundings. She had to hurry 
with the Herculean task of cleaning up 
the mess which she referred to as her 
work station. 


shaping the mold 

Deeply engrossed in his ceramics 
project, Ronald Lukomski, junior, 
molds his clay into the desired shape. 
Ceramics often prevailed over the 
other art classes for requiring the 
most amount of cleaning. "It didn't 
take to long to clean up," Ron said, 
"but it was always necessary." 


Don't Be Messy 




From outdoor 
photography 
projects to building a 
play set with their 
hands, students 
forget about ’staying 
inside the lines,’ as 
they stretch their 
minds with original 
thinking and let their 
creative juices flow. 
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arefully pressing the two sides 
together. Shannon Zenos, 
sophomore, hoped the glue 
would hoid on her painstakingly 
completed octagonal-shaped ornament. 

"It helped me learn by actually 
working with the shapes," Shannon said. 
"It was a lot eaiser, and it was fun." 

When students were little, their 
teachers told them to "stay inside the 
lines." Yet, classes such as Drawing and 
Painting, even Geometry, allowed 
students to break the old rules. 

"Making ornaments was fun and got 
you away from the same thing," Krissy 
Herbeck, freshman said. "Instead of 
doing 50 problems, it was a chance to do 
something different. It made you see how things worked." 

Classes like Drafting let students think more abstractly than 
everyday lectures. It provided a different kind of experience. 

"We were drawing our own houses," Matt Drapac, junior, 
said. "It showed basic plans and how you had to think about 
all the details. It was more hands-on than reading. You didn't 
learn much by reading, but you did through practice." 

While taking notes and listening to long lectures sometimes 
proved necessary in class, allowing students to think creatively 
gave them a chance to learn in an untraditional way. 

After finishing her octagonal shaped ornament. Shannon 
realized how much she had truly 
enjoyed taking a break from her typical 
homework load. Although students 
sometimes stereotyped math class as 
dull, the leam-by-doing approach gave 
people such as Shannon a rather 
different view of the class. 


visual outlet 

Following the textbook's instructions, 
Phil Sajn, junior, works on a drawing 
in Introduction to Drafting. Classes 
such as this one called for students 
to view things from a broader 
perspective than usual. 


Stay inside the lines 





masquerade parade 

Face hidden underneath an elaborate 
mask, Mrs. Alyce Mart- Webb, French 
teacher, ties a balloon to decorate her 
room with for Mardi Gras. Mrs. Mart- 
Webb encouraged her classes to 
celebrate the holiday, noting its 
significance to French culture. 



making a scene 

With smooth brushstrokes Caroline 
Camp, senior, paints sets for the fall 
play. Students in Stagecraft had the 
opportunity to practice their skills 
through real school productions. "I 
liked that the class was really hands- 
on," Caroline said. "You got to put 
what you learned to use." 

reaching out 

During Contact Time Becky Gabrys, 
freshman, helps decorate the library 
showcase with Croat Expectations 
paraphernalia for extra credit in 
English class. Some students gave up 
their own time for a class, even when 
they didn't need to. "I had a friend 
who needed her grade boosted, so I 
helped her out," Becky said. 





defining detail 

Etching in designs with her needle 
tool, Nikki Williamson, sophomore, 
puts the finishing touches on her clay 
mug. "1 liked Ceramics because you 
used your creative skills," Nikki said. 
"There wasn't as much as structure." 

grounded perspective 

For her photography lighting 
assignment, Lisa Demkowicz, 
sophomore, tries to get a different 
angle while taking shots outdoors. 
Creative inspirations such as these 
pushed thinking beyond normal 
limits and improved photographic 
composition in the endO. 

Stay inside the lines 
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mental maze 

Lost in concentration, Kristi Skrundz, 
sophomore, tries to analyze a story 
during English class. At times the 
overwhelming schoolwork made 
maintaining a clear mind while they 
worked difficult for students. 


staying on top 

After school in the fieldhouse. Lea 
Pupillo, junior, completes an extra 
credit project while Mr. Jeff Graves, 
science teacher, observes. Since Lea 
felt the need to do something more 
to keep up her grade, she decided to 
try to earn extra points. 

double check 

Without taking her eyes off the 
monitor, Laura Krolak, sophomore, 
revises her paper in English 10. 
Writing research papers often 
required students to read carefully 
and make repeated corrections. 




* * 
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forming a union 

To prepare for "We the People" in 
Government, seniors Andrew Schu- 
macher, Allison Gott and Kevin Cane 
work together. "The week before 
competition, we spent a lot of extra 
hours with our group members," 
Andrew said. 

help at hand 

Focusing on Chemistry worksheets, 
sophomores Mary Leitelt and Matt 
Peach obtain help from Mr. Donald 
Ullman, science teacher. Amid the 
Homecoming festivities, students 
had to balance homework along with 
all the distractions. 

Don’t work too hard 
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With progress 
reports arriving 
home six times a 
year, rigorous 
schedules allow no 
time for slacking. 
Tests, pop quizes, 
essays and final 
exams give 
students more than 
they bargain for. 


W ith a collective groan, Mr. 

Hal Coppage's AP U.S. 

History class reluctantly wrote 
down their extensive homework of three 
essays and vocabulary for next week. 

"AP U.S. History was really hard 
because of the long, boring chapters and 
the number of tests," Roger Shieh, junior, 
said. "The hardest thing was the 
disturbances of everyday life and having 
the discipline to say, 'Okay, I'm going to 
do my homework now.' 

According to an adage, students 
should look back on high school as the 
best time of their life. Students heard 
"Don't work too hard." Yet that caused a problem because 
learning didn't always come easily. 

"Those teachers who did not teach us anything and who 
expected us to know all the stuff already made learning really 
hard," Dijita Sundi, freshman, said. 

Whether a certain class turned out more difficult depended 
on the way each individual student learned. 

"Spanish was the hardest because I could memorize the 
vocabulary, but I always messed up on all the little things like 
the grammar," Dan Witkus, freshman, said. "There was usually 
too much to memorize for class." 

Sometimes students got stuck in a subject that perhaps didn't 
cause them trouble but just didn't interest them. 

"Ancient World History was hard because you just had to 
sit and listen," Emily Hansen, sophomore, said. "If you actually 
liked learning about that stuff, it was easier." 

From the toughest subject to the easiest, the key to making 
learning easy tested students' motivation, 

"I found that if I wasn't totally 
focused on my work that I had, it didn't 
get done," Cristina Casas, senior, said. 

From their "extensive homework" to 
mind-boggling equations, students 
discovered ways to ease the the learning 
process and school difficulties presented 
to them eveiyday. 


weighty work 

In the weight room, James Knesek, 
freshman, watches Mike Friedman, 
freshman, strain to lift weights 
during Physical Education. "I liked 
weight training; it was something I 
was good at, and I wasn't coor- 
dinated enough for most sports," 
Mike said. 


Don’t work too hard 
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taking 


Since running 
through the 
same routine 
day in and day 
out leads to 
monotony, 
students gain 
breaks through 
snow days, 
Creative Writing 
and classroom 
games 


breaks 


In second hour Ian Holloway, soph- 
omore, watched the snow fall outside. 
Just as he began brooding about having 
to shovel his driveway when he got 
home, an announcement came through 
the speakers. "Excuse the interruption. 
Due to weather conditions, students will 
be dismissed at 12:15 p.m. today." 

Ian and his friends immediately let out 
a cheer. They made plans to take ad- 
vantage of the surprise half day by going 
to Schlotszky's Deli for lunch and hang- 
ing out at Ian's house afterward. 

"At first I was skeptical because Munster never 
seemed to cancel school, but it was awesome when 
they gave us the day off," Ian said. 

While students appreciated spontaneous 
vacation days, some teachers created breaks during 
school. In Modern World History, Mr. Lopez passed 
out Chronology cards to groups of five and had 
students guess what year the events on the cards 
took place, according to Julie Kiekenapp, freshman. 

"The game was really challenging and asked 
things like when the clarinet was invented, but it 
was fun and different from other classes," Julie said. 

Creative Writing also had a different style. For 
the children's stories unit, Mr. David Russell, 
English teacher, had his students bring in stuffed 
animals and read their stories to each other. 

"The class didn't grade grammar," Christy 
Macak, senior, said. "We were taught how to express 
ourselves better. I learned a lot about myself." 

After his friends left, Ian saw his driveway blank- 
eted in snow. Though he didn't enjoy shoveling, Ian 
remembered the blizzard also had its benefits. 



Lying around 

Rather than sitting at their normal 
desks, freshmen Bryan Michel, Jason 
Mayer and Jon Girot choose to lie on 
the floor and read during English 
class. Often something as simple as a 
change of venue could break up the 
daily routine for students. 


Sleepy time 

Nestled comfortably among stuffed 
animals they brought for Creative 
Writing, seniors Jennie Gaskill, Chris- 
ty Macak and Jenny Sharp take a nap 
in Study Hall. "He (Mr. David Rus- 
sell, English teacher) wanted us to 
think on a kid's level when we wrote 
children's stories," Christy said. 
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One on one 

With her head turned to Mrs. Carrie 
Diombala, non-educational aide, Julie 
Joseph, senior, chats and catches up 
on homework. As an aide for Student 
Services, Julie took advantage of the 
break she received from school. 





Breaks from the Routine 





Just a game 

Before the bell rings, Adam Stuebe, 
sophomore, takes out his calculator 
to play a game as Benjamin Massie, 
sophomore, looks on. Once in a while 
teachers allowed students to relax by 
doing something not related to class. 




Sock happy 

Wiggling her toes, Jill Horn, senior, 
compares her colorful toe-socks to 
senior Erick Sherman's stirrup socks 
as Jeff Palmer, senior, watches them. 
"We had our own little holiday we 
called 'Toe-Sock Tuesday,"' Erick said. 



commogrOUnd 

During passing period Amanda Sandoval, 
senior, sits on John Pesich, senior, who tries to 
catch a few winks in the Commons before going 
to class. While she finishes up homework, Julie 
Valand, senior, chats with seniors Brad Clark and 
Katie Gluek. Seniors Marcie Kwasman and 
Candice Kouros lean against a pillar and have a 
small conversation between classes. "1 usually 
went there after 3rd hour because I passed by," 
Julie said. "The Commons was a good place to 
sit down with my friends and talk." 


Breaks from the Routine 
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Rebel Ring-Leader 

To get back at the administration, 
Robert Branson, along with the rest 
of the Senior Class, turns his back to 
the activities. The seniors planned 
beforehand, and many brought 
newspapers as props for the joke. "I'd 
been dubbed one of the 'leaders' 
because I was trying to psyche up as 
many people as I could to get them 
to participate," Robert said. 

Winter Homecoming 


On the Fast Track 

Just about ready to begin the race, 
Dan Anderson, senior, hops onto his 
scooter. Although the seniors refused 
to participate in the spirit com- 
petition, they did take part in the 
other activities. In complete disregard 
for the rules, the senior participants 
collaborated to act as mischievously 
as possible, cruising around the entire 
gym with their scooters. 


Sophomore Spirit 

Cheering on their fellow classmates, 
sophomores Diana Huerta, John 
Semko and Arthur Insurriaga 
immerse themselves in the activities 
during the pep rally. The sophomores 
retained higher hopes once they 
knew of the seniors' disqualification 
from competition. 

Taste Test 

After winning the spirit competition 
at the pep rally, George Colakovic, 
junior, slams a pie into the face of Mr. 
Steve Tripenfeldas, assistant prin- 
cipal. "The seniors didn't even try," 
George said, "so I just did a cartwheel 
and some other stupid things to get 
the juniors cheering." 


J Wei 

As the only informal dance of the 
year. Winter Homecoming offered 
the possibility to enjoy the at- 
mosphere of a dance without 
dressing up. Juniors Holly Grune- 
wald, Lindsay Serna, Lauren 
Ziemba and Katie Thompson 
lounge on the benches. Enjoying 
the music, seniors Amy Dungey, 
Christine Patel and Tiffany Brown 
move to the beat, while Mike 
Zivanovic, senior, looks for some 
friends. "I wanted to see Dr. Scat 
play," Lauren said. "My friends 
went, so I thought it would be fun." 





racm 



As seniors revolt during the Winter Homecoming pep r; 
other classes compete to take over spirit crown 



Freshmen firsts... 

The crowd roared as Toshiro Toyama, 
freshman, zoomed past the finish line on 
his scooter. The victory even surprised 
the freshman who came out on top at the 
Winter Homecoming pep rally. 

"I didn't think it was nearly as big of 
a deal as regular Homecoming, but a lot 
of people still supported it," Toshiro said. 

Toshiro felt his class had the least 
spirit in comparison 
to the other classes. 

The seniors' revolt, to 
him, was the most 
entertaining aspect of 
the pep rally. 

Winter Homecom- 
ing offered several 
surprises for the 
Freshman Class. 

However, Toshiro 
agreed that the week 
helped them in feel- 
ing more at home at 
the school. 

Sophomore saga... 

Imagine someone 
putting in hours of 
work, combined with 
getting paint all over 
their clothes. ..Now 
picture that person 
witnessing their art- 
work getting demol- 
ished, and then lying 
in tatters. 

During Winter Homecoming Peach 
Roman-Lagunas, sophomore, experi- 
enced this exact tragedy. 

Another discouragement for her 
involved the pep rally because she felt 
that last year's Winter Homecoming 
surpassed January's. 

"Everyone would have gotten more 
into the Homecoming spirit if the seniors 
had been into it, too," Peach said. 

Although Peach felt that students 
spent more time on Fall Homecoming, 
she also believed that voting for boys for 
Winter Homecoming Court encouraged 
more participation from the students. 


Juniors journey... 

As she stumbled around on a scooter 
in front of the entire school, the thought 
"Why am 1 doing this?" ran through the 
mind of Jeni Shike, junior. Her face 
continued to turn brighter shades of red, 
but the show went on. 

Winter Homecoming presented a 
change for the juniors. The seniors' revolt 
encouraged the younger class to go 
beyond existing ex- 
pectations from pre- 
vious years. 

"We couldn't let 
the underclassmen 
win, so we felt that 
we needed to step up 
in place of the se- 
niors," Jeni said. 

This hope en- 
couraged the stu- 
dents in the Junior 
Class to cheer more 
than they had ever 
cheered before. 

Senior slackers... 

Winter Home- 
coming entailed a 
variety of new ex- 
periences for the 
Senior Class. They 
dealt with surprises, 
ranging from getting 
disqualified out of the 
pep rally to not being 
allowed to com- 
pletely express their school spirit. 

The Senior Class joined together to 
revolt against the administration. During 
the spirit competition, these seniors 
chose to turn their backs and read 
newspapers instead of participating. 

"We finally found some spirit," Mike 
Boyle, senior, said. "Everyone had spirit 
in their own way, but it was never 
anything like what happened that day." 

As a whole, Mike thought the pep 
rally succeeded in encouraging spirit. 
Although they didn't get the chance to 
compete, his beliefs stayed steadfast that 
the seniors had the most true spirit. 

Winter Homecoming 



King for a Day 

Recently announced as Winter Homecoming 
King, Joe Mack, senior, receives the crown 
from Student Government vice president 
Asim Sheriff, senior. "I never expected to 
win," Joe said. "I was late to the crowning, 
and I ran onto the court as they were 
announcing the junior prince." 
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Princess for a Day 

Adorned in festive leis and a tiara, 
Suzie Bulfer, senior, enjoys the 
festivites of swimming's Senior 
Night. "Senior Night was different 
this year," Suzie said. "I was the one 
everyone was cheering for." 


Dressed for Success 

Due to "bad blood" between the 
Mustangs and Highland, David 
Culberg, senior, displays the "Top 10 
Reasons Munster will beat Highland" 
on his homemade shirt. "The shirt 
definitely didn't hurt our per- 
formance," David said. "We won." 


Tight Fit 

Crowded in their group, freshmen 
Nikki Bland, Sara Gregson and 
Stephanie Dybel remark at the 
decorations. Students battled bou- 
quets of fresh flowers, bundles of 
colorful balloons and spirals of crepe 
paper everyday in the halls. 





Looking Back 

Surprised by uncharacteristic 
streamers and balloons taped all over 
senior Leah Flick's car, seniors Nisha 
Doshi and Poonam Shah enjoy a 
laugh at the novelty. Whether 
decorating lockers or spicing up a 
vehicle, students brought their 
special days to school with them. 

Royal Treat 

As part of Pub tradition, Jason 
Szanyi, junior, sports his sparkly 
crown after exchanging Kringle gifts. 
"Kringles took our minds off of the 
work to be done," Jason said. 

Celebrations 
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breaks in the routine 


Stuck in the monotony of 
school habits, students w< 
funky outfits and birthday cake as 
— iks ‘ " 


rise 


"Happy Birthday, Harstar," signs, 
three large rolls of scotch tape, and good 
spirits encompassed the supplies fresh- 
men girls utilized to make a friend's 
birthday something extra special. 

Greeting her friends with a smile of 
excitement, Lauren Harrington, fresh- 
man, looked around school, noticing all 
the "Happy Birthday" signs with her 
name on them. Lauren's friends sur- 
prised her by coming in early to hang 
up signs to notify the student body. 

"My birthday was made extra special 
with a little bit of effort," Lauren said. "I 
can't believe they told the school." 

Birthdays, anniversaries and other 
special days varied the monotonous, 
everyday routine of school. 

"Often times, school turned into a 
redundant action for many students," 
Amit Shah, sophomore, said. 

With the constant struggle to pay 
attention in class, students and teachers 
alike welcomed a break in the day. 

"By changing the mood of the day 


with celebrations, learning and 
functioning in school became much 
easier, no matter what you did," Pam 
Wiers, senior, said. 

Celebrations, including sectional 
week and special game days in sports, 
also added to the excitement of an 
otherwise typical school day. 

"People noticed me more when I put 
the effort into what I believed in," 
Natalie Stigall, freshman, said. "During 
the intramural swim meet, the unity of 
the team showed through the day we 
dressed up in school. Everyone who saw 
us wished us good luck because they 
noticed our strange outfits." 

Whether the out-of-the-ordinary 
celebration came because of a sport 
involvement or out of sheer fun, students 
used participation in these special days 
to lighten the load of school. 

Although at times Lauren thought the 
attention brought embarrassment to her 
name, she smiled at the random com- 
ments made by complete strangers. 



Birthday Buddy 

Breaking off a piece of Rice Krispie 
birthday cake, juniors Katie Austgen 
and Moritz Raabe share the treat 
provided by fellow classmates Cindy 
Wisnewski and Margie Mask. Katie's 
17th birthday fell on Homecoming 
and added to the uncanny celebration. 


Gift Giving Girl 

Because of junior Lauren Eidam's 
infatuation with sports bras and 
Michael Jackson, Karla Bales, senior, 
created small gifts for herat Senior 
Night. "Karla was the one person on 
the team that was friends with 
everyone," Lauren said. 


Celebrations 
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Academic Team 

Members: 36 
Officers: 

President 
Justin lonita 
Sec retary/Tresu re r 
Deb Sundi 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Donald Ullman 
Mr. Mike Wells 
Pain: Studying 
academic subjects for 
competitions. 

Pleasure: Competition. 


Art Club 

Members: 45 
Officers: 

President 
Ashley Kaufman 
Vice President 
Jenny Yamtich 
Secretary 
Megan Morley 
Treasurer 
Greg Schneider 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Linda Haynes 
Pleasure: Making 
friends and creating 
unique projects. 

Pain: When 
administration rejects 
project ideas. 


Auditorium Staff 

Members: 30 

Production Manager 
Ashley Kaufman 
Technical Director 
Joel Moosmiller 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Larry Brechner 
Pain: Recapping from a 
performance. 

Pleasure: Striking the 
set after a production. 


Marching Band 

Members: 84 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Ken Wood 
Mr. William Woods 
Pain: Ten day camp 
before school begins 
in August. 

Pleasure: Division I 
rating at ISSMA. 



Academic Team: (front row) Sachin Doshi, Brian Ranade, Andy Kennedy, 
Nick Thaera, Ian Holloway, Jovica Balac, Sheiphali Gandhi (second row) 
Jenny Yamtich, Colleen Summers, Mike Friedman, Jia Hou, Andrew Lee, 
Dijita Sundi ( third row) John Keplinger, Zoran Balac, Deb Sundi, Adam 
Wesolowski, Shardul Shah, Dustin Thompson, Jonathan Friedman (fourth 
row) Deepam Rusia, Tim Webb, Mike Liszka, Nick Bularzik, Rachel Kevin, 
Justin lonita (back row) Ben Swift, Matt Guanzon, Joe Fray, Tedi Vlahu, 
Robbie Collins, Roger Shieh, Marcin Stanko 



Art Club: (front row) Pujal Cathvotija, Priti Patwari, Megan Morley, 
Amanda Sandoval (second row) Claire Robertson, Rachel McComas, 
Kristina Kesely, Jenny Yamtich, Andrea Williams, John Tomazin (third 
row) Rachel Sepiol, Andrew Zusman, Jamie Korey, Kathryn Wickland, 
Lisa Kolar, Alyssa Hathaway (hack row) Mrs. Linda Haynes, Amanda 
Manoski, Greg Schneider, Ashley Kaufman, Craig Talbot, Paul Rogers 



Art Club: (front row) Laura Somenzi, Michelle Miskimins, Stacy Zuick, 
Krissy Herbeck, Euna Choi (second row) Josh Kmiec, Beth Herrin, Janki 
Kothari, Anna Borgo, Katy Creagh (back row) Sheri Spolnik, Alex Morley, 
Madeleine Morley, Michelle Potter, Sara Harvey, Russel Patel 



Auditorium Staff: (front row) Michelle Miskimins, Stacey Welsh, Sarah 
Papin, Esther Economou, Krissy Herbeck, Sarah Kelley, Rachel Kevin 
(second row) Ben Rinderer, Jillian Bonessa, Christina Bemacchi, Jessica 
Economou, Kristina Kesely, Matt Domasica (back row) Lisa Demkowicz, 
Elizabeth Bradley, Paul Rogers, Gregory Schneider, Marcin Stanko, Ashley 
Kaufman, Joel Moosmiller 



Band, Marching: ( front row) Jennifer Zivich, Stacy Frank, Meghan Kosiba, 
Danielle Zagorski, Megan Morley, Mike Cronin, Kyle Bieda (second row) 
Jenny Nelson, Melissa Boeckman, Joe Noworyta, Janet Pleitner, Lee 
Coduti, Ray Fandl, Ben Stork, Dan Witting ( third row) Paul Sikora, Winfield 
Smith, Jonathan Meacham, Tom Powley, Greg Curran, Ryan Szanyi, Clark 
Wick (back row) Rod Oancea, Eric Flores, Keith Sorrels, Adam Wallace, 
Sean Pikosz, Robbie Collins, Dan Wick, Mark Sikora 


true to form 

In perfect parade formation, Sean 
Pikosz, junior, enjoys the festivities 
of Homecoming. Band members had 
little free time on Homecoming. They 
played at the pep rally, marched in 
the parade and performed during 
halftime at the game against Lowell. 
"Band, for me, was a way to express 
myself to others," Sean said. "It also 
became a family. Sometimes I spent 
more time during band camp with 
members than my family." 

home sweet home 

Supplies for the perfect gingerbread 
house in front of her, Christie O'Brien, 
senior, squeezes frosting onto the 
roof. German Club members created 
tiny buildings, bringing a piece of 
culture and creativity into the club. 







sing another tune 

Quickly reviewing the information 
needed for the upcoming ISSMA 
competition, sophomores Gabrielle 


Deluna, Coleen Adley and Peach 
Roman-Lagunas read over their 
music. "Our group got really close, 
and we loved to sing," Coleen said. 
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activities leave stu 


Thinking clubs just look good tor college, 
students join and then realize value of making 
true friends, experiencing fun times 

Stomach growling as the 2:45 p.m. bell rang, Tony Nish- 
imura, freshman, gathered his belongings and immediately 
headed to the Food Court where French Club's Mardi Gras 
party awaited him. He quickly rifled through the purple, gold 
and green cakes and found a piece to munch on. 

Over the years foreign language clubs developed a 
reputation for tasty treats reflecting the country's cuisine. 
Many students joined the clubs simply for that reason. 
However, for others the food proved only a fringe benefit. 

"I learned a lot from the older people in French Club," Tony 
said. "I could just go up to Roman (Teller, senior) and ask him 
to help me conjugate some verbs. Through French Club, we 
became friends, and I probably wouldn't have talked to him." 

Not only restricted to our four grade levels. Speech and 
Debate provided an opportunity for students involved to even 
make friends across the state. 

"It was a great club because I got to meet new people 
whenever I went to tournaments," Bilal Ornery, junior, said. 

Besides making friends both inside the school and out, clubs 
supplied hours of fun for the members in many different ways. 
Senior CEC took the responsibility of planning the senior 
banquet and turned the task into an enjoyable session. 

"I got the chance to help create and plan one of the last big 
events in high school," Lisa Basil, senior, said, "We collectively 
chose the DJ, food and how to relive the memories of school." 

Also planning important dates. Junior CEC finalized all the 
details for Prom. Instead of a typical, romantic theme, Junior 
CEC opted for a fun, unusual and result-invoking Mardi Gras 
theme, according to Lindsay Serna, junior. 

"We got to pick out backgrounds, make booklets and decide 
what was on the menu," Lindsay said. "We had a ball planning. 
It was so big and important and we got to be a part of it." 

Along the lines of a final production, cast and crew members 

of the theatrical productions 
developed special bonds with 
fellow actors and actresses. 


breaking bread 

With Camilla Bronhara, senior, 
fellow classmate Roman Teller, 
senior, stuffs French bread and 
Nutella into his mouth. Incor- 
porating native cuisine into club 
parties allowed students to learn 
more about the true culture. "French 
Club was one of the only clubs in the 
school where the sole purpose was 
to party," Roman said. 


Spending hours per week 
with the same people led to 
immediate friendships. 
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Some clubs brought students out of the school atmosphere 
and introduced them to a new world. Learning the secrets of 
the camera and broadcasting techniques, members of Video 
Club created and produced from scratch their own show which 
aired on a public access channel. 

"In Video Club we got to make media," Rachel Kevin, 
sophomore, said. "We produced our own television show with 
the help of Mark (Barreiro). The people made it so much fun. 
They had the best sense of humor, and they weren't just like it 
on stage. They were like that all the time." 

Picking students out the band room, Jazz Band relocated 
their assembly and convened at the Valparaiso University Jazz 
Competition. Bus rides and a chance to see something different 
proved welcome switches for the musicians and a chance to 
compete, according to Robbie Collins, sophomore. 

Also out of the typical setting, DECA sponsored the Bowl- 
A-Thon. Members received pledges and bowled their best to 
earn top dollar for Muscular Dystrophy. DECA members 


"Crazy Bowled" their way to fundraising. 

"Crazy Bowling was by far the best part," Ashley 
Chemerinsky, freshman, said. "It was weird because it wasn't 
just throwing the ball down the alley. There would be different 
requirements like 'twirl around in a circle, throw the ball behind 
you through your legs.' It was awesome." 

From French bread and verb conjugation to booking the DJ 


for Prom, clubs sparked 
friendships and provided a 
fun environment while ser- 
vicing the school's students. 

As Tony settled down in 
his seat with his stomach full 
of King cake at the party, he 
appreciated French culture 
and the club he joined that 
celebrated its fun aspects. 


helping hand 

As part of her service in Project X, 
Kelly Gajewski, senior, tutors a 
student at Frank H. Hammond in 
science. Once a week. Project X 
members visited Frank Hammond 
and tutored the children. Besides this 
service to the elementary school. 
Project X helped found a recycling 
program, raised money for the India 
earthquake victims and did charity 
work over the holiday season. 
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on the line 

Tightly grasping sophomore Peach 
Roman-Lagunas' arm, junior Katy 
Stine ensures her balance. Student 
Government went to Indian Oaks for 
a leadership workshop where they 
learned to work better together by 
participating in fun groupwork 
activities, according to fellow CEC 
member Farah Sheriff, junior. 

holiday hoax 

In full "Opinionator" attire, Rob 
Zacny, junior, fulfills the obligations 
for his Kringle gift. Journalism 
students exchanged presents around 
the holidays and gave each other 
cryptic clues leading to the final gift. 
"Often the enjoyment was seeing 
people's confusion dealing with the 
strange clues," Rob said. 




drummer boy 

Making a guest appearance on the 
drum set during Pep Band, Eric 
Flores, senior, jams during a break in 


the game. "Pep Band was great 
because we got to go out and help 
support our team the best way we 
knew how: music," Eric said. 



Band, Marching: (front row) Rachel Munich, Melissa Diekelmann, Gina 
Selent, Diana Cox, Christine Blaine, Kori Chapman, Katie Kooy (second 
row) Darcie Kozlowski, Justin Dal Corobbo, Brian Carraher, Nick Bularzik, 
Ryan Anderson, Neel Shah, Shreyas Joshi, Thea Logan (third row) T. J. 
Surma, Jill Powley, Rachel McComas, Kristi Skrundz, Lauren Roman, Matt 
Whitlatch, Jeff Schmidt (back row) Lindsey Ellingsen, Pam Wiers, Amanda 
Reuter, Kayte Yerga, Kevin Wadycki, Chris Pykosz, Jayne Holly, Lisa 
Murray 



Band, Marching: (front row) Michelle Miskimins, Sheiphali Gandhi, Josh 
Raycroft, Margaret DeDios (second row) Rachel Gill, Sherri Mehok, Jayme 
Jedrzejczak, Katie Gephart, Mike Roman, Stacy Zuick (third row) Megan 
Leahy, Marko Medynsky, Chris Mihalo, Renee Albrecht-Mallinger, Kelly 
Markovich (back row) Rosey Petrone, Melody Spasoff, Helen Sroka, Vita 
Lazauskas, Madelyne Stenger, J.P. Hus 



Color Guard 

Members: 8 

Sponsor: 

Mr. William Woods 
Pain: Working through 
the season without a 
coach. 

Pleasure: New uniforms 
and flags and marching 
in Columbus Day parade. 


Color Guard: (front row) Krystle Michel, Gina Selent, Diana Cox (back 
row) Jenny Nelson, Lindsey Ellingsen, Pam Wiers, Jennifer Zivich 



Band, Jazz: (front row) Neel Shah, Chris Mihalo, J.P. Hus, Marko 
Medynsky, Josh Raycroft, Margaret DeDios (second row) Mike Liszka, Kyle 
Bieda, Jason Szanyi, Darcie Kozlowski, Shreyas Joshi (third row) Ryan 
Szanyi, Andrew Lautz, Ray Fandl, Lee Coduti, Brian Carraher, Matt 
Whitlatch (back row) Adam Wallace, Sean Pikosz, Keith Sorrels, Robbie 
Collins, Eric Flores, Rod Oancea, Dan Wick 


Jazz Band 

Members: 26 
Sponsor: 

Mr. William Woods 
Pain: Only one band, 
instead of two 
Pleasure: Combo gig at 
Borders near Christmas. 



Class Executive Council, Freshman: (front row) Tosca Salvacion, Kristi 
Smith, Maria Stopper, Julie Kiekenapp (back row) Laura Lautz, Emily L. 
Jones, Kate Laudermilk, Katrina Kupski, Ashley Damjanovich 


CEC, Freshman 

Members: 9 
Officers: 

President 
Julie Kiekenapp 
Vice President 
Laura Lautz 
Secretary 
Kristi Smith 
Treasurer 
Katrina Kupski 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Carl Fields 
Pleasure: Not demanding. 
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CEC, Sophomore 

Members: 12 
Officers: 

President 
Jillian Pasztor 
Vice President 
Robbie Collins 
Treasurer 
Alex Feldman 
Secretary 
Peach Roman- 
Lagunas 
Sponsors: 

Miss Valerie Pflum 
Mr. Mike Coil 

CEC, Junior 

Members: 12 
Officers: 

President 
Farah Sheriff 
Vice President 
Katy Stine 
Treasurer 
Stephanie Zeck 
Secretary 
Christina Guzik 
Sponsors: 

Miss Kristine Moore 
Miss Lisa Homer 



Class Executive Council, Sophomore: (front row) David Ellis, Jeff 
Newcomb, Jillian Pasztor, Peach Roman-Lagunas (back row) Lauren 
Hamblin, Alyssa Hathaway, Jon Kutas, Robbie Collins 



Class Executive Council, Junior, (front row) Jennifer Lee, Amanda Spivey, 
Christina Guzik, Lindsey Sema, Yasemin Zeytinoglu, Farah Sheriff (back 
row) Katy Stine, Jeni Shike, Angela Meyers, Waheed Nassimi, Erin Kolb, 
Stephanie Zeck 


CEC, Senior 

Members: 12 
Officers: 

President 
Steve Bembenista 
Vice President 
Kyle Hathaway 
Treasurer 
Chris Koschnitzky 
Secretary 
Candice Kouros 
Sponsors: 

Mrs. Nancy Newcomb 
Mrs. Jackie Podkul 



Class Executive Council, Senior: (front row) Candice Kouros, Brandy 
Zukanovich, Chris Koschnitzky, Christy Macak, Lisa Basil, Kaitlin Kovach 
( back row) Eric Rosiak, Matthew Schwertfeger, Steve Bembenista, Saralyn 
Feinberg, Kyle Hathaway, Katie Sliwa 


Crier 

Members: 18 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Nancy Hastings 
Pain: Not making 
Thursday 9 p.m. 
deadlines. 

Pleasure: Listening to 
readers' reactions 
when the paper comes 
out on Friday. 



Crier: (front row) Mrs. Nancy Hastings, Rachel McCain, Becky Norris, 
Betty Hoyle (second row) Jason Jozwiak, Paige Wagner, Mike Liszka, Chris 
Koschnitzky, Lindsay Baranowski (back row) Medi Ojagh, Sharyn Goldyn, 
Erick Sherman, Keith Dell'Aquila, Jonathan McCullough, Rob Zacny 


DECA 

Members: 75 
Officers: 

President 
Tiffany Sanders 
Vice President 
Elizabeth Sampias 
Treasurer 
David Los 
Secretary 
Katie Gikas 
Historian 
Michelle Sopher 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Kent Lewis 
Pleasure: Doing well at 
competitions. 



DECA: (front row) Alex Vargas, Kevin Higgins, Kyle Brazel, Krystal Nash, 
David Kaplan, Mr. Kent Lewis (second row) Kathleen Spence, Meg Harker, 
Teruo Toyama, Steven Balucki, Tiffany Sanders, Kristen Jabaay, Krystle 
Michel (third row) Kelly Montella, Alyssa Hathaway, Marica Coduti, 
Ginger Anthony, Kathryn Wickland, Brian Mayer (back rotelDavid Los, 
Miodrag Jankovic, David Klawinski, Gojko Pamucar, Russel Patel, Ed 
Harrington, Saralyn Feinberg 




all that jazz 

For Jazz Band, senior Margaret 
DeDios and freshman Ryan Szanyi 
play at Borders during the holidays. 
"It was nice to get recognition, but it 
wasn't all that necessary/' Ryan said. 
"The greatest bass player in the 
world, Jaco Pastorius, didn't get all 
that much recognition, but he still 
knew that he was the best." 


musical master 

Standing behind the chimes, Dan 
Wick, junior, plays with the Marching 
Band at a football game. "I liked Band 
because there was just music, and 
that meant a lot to me," Dan said. 
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from l|eld tcffzlassroom, memberf 

in 

with talent 


As applause echoes throughout the 
crowd, recognition provides an added 
incentive for members’ extra effort 


Amidst clapping and wild cheering from the rest of the 
debate team, Farah Abbas, senior, accepted a ribbon for placing 
in Lincoln-Douglas debate. After spending practically every 
day working on building a solid case to use, Farah finally 
enjoyed the fruits of her labors. 

"Placing made you feel like you achieved something after 
a long, tiring day," Farah said. "It made the weeks of 
preparation worth it; everything paid off." 

Like Farah, many other students enjoyed receiving 
recognition for all the hours they put into club activities. From 
building gadgets for Science Olympiad competition to putting 
in practice time in front of a video camera for Speech and 
Debate, students received acknowledgment for all their long 
hours of time dedicated to various clubs. 

"We practiced almost every day after school for a month 
for The Life and Death of Almost Everybody," Molly Hanson, 
freshman, said. "It seemed so small, but it wasn't. When you 
got it together, it was totally worth it for the thrill of being on 
stage and performing for people." 

Winning also provided recognition for all the hard work 
and hours logged in, according to Roger Shieh, junior. 

"If you placed at the state level for Academic Team, you 
felt a real sense of accomplishment," Roger said. "All your 
hard work and time had finally paid off." 

From receiving first place at competitions to simply 
performing in an involved play, students felt rewarded by the 
recognition they received. Whether trophies or certificates, 
students obtained numerous symbols of their achievements. 

As Farah arrived home from her debate meet, she glanced 
around her room. Finding a place to display her ribbon, she 
set it down on her desk and proudly thought back to the hours 
of work it took to earn the award. 



artful expression 

At the Art Club's Second Annual Art 
Show, Andrea Williams, senior, 
accepts first place in the oil painting 
category from seniors Ashley 
Kaufman and Jenny Yamtich. "Art let 
you express anything," Andrea said. 


lights camera action 

Engrossed in watching the action on 
the set, Justin lonita, senior, works 
behind the scenes. Video Club made 
"The M Files." Members could join 
in the production behind the scenes 
or in front of the camera. 

Recognition 


51 




DECA: (front row) Brittany Marschak, Angie Ritchie, Katie O'Block, Julie 
Spear, Krystle Montella, Alexis Boyan, Liz Olley, Mr. Kent Lewis (second 
row) Kristen Gleason, Elaine Hansen, Adam Stuebe, Katie Gikas, Gina 
Pelagalli, Michelle Sopher, Elizabeth Sampias, Ashley Chemerinsky (third 
row) Kate Hanas, Amanda Porta, Becky Herron, Erin Kolb, Yasemin 
Zeytinoglu, Tiffany Thomas, Emily Hansen (back row) Simone Castaneda, 
Ariana Grow, Meghan Franciski, Sonya Garcia, Brooke Berry, Meghan 
Ralich, Erica Rangel, Talia Matury-Vacaro 


Ensembles, 

Mixed 

Members: 20 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Timothy Bartlett 
Pain: The school 
doesn’t hear the 
performances. 
Pleasure: Spending 
time with other 
talented people. 



Ensembles, Mixed: (front row) Kyle Bieda, Vita Lazauskas, Kaitlin Kovach, 
Michelle Coduti, Melissa Falgier (second row) Nicole Pellegrino, Lenny 
Weiss, Andrew Schumacher, Matt Domasica, Lisa Kolar, Chris Barnes (back 
row) Joey Manderino, Erin Talabay, Brandon Sweeney, Kyle Matucha, 
Mike McCullough, Roman Teller, Jordan Richardson 


Emsembles, 

Women's 

Members: 26 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Timothy Bartlett 


French Club 

Members: 70 

Officers: 

President 
Roman Teller 
Vice President 
David Culberg 

Sponsor: 

Mrs. Alyce Mart-Webb 
Pain: Cleaning up after 
parties. 

Pleasure: Field trips to 
the Museum of Science 
and Industry. 



Ensembles, Women's: (front row) Anna Borgo, Olivia Kompier, Gabrielle 
DeLuna, Julia Bochnowski, Megan Morley, Nancy Chen (second row) Jodi 
Rosenthal, Coleen Adley, Sara Dobrinich, Katie Szewka, Lea Pupillo, 
Renee Albrecht-Mallinger, Christina Bernacchi (third row) Colleen 
Summers, Jennifer Lee, Jayne Holly, Caitlin Hawryszkow, Peach Roman- 
Lagunas, Karen Lindemann (back row) Natalie Shapiro, Lindsey Ellingsen, 
Meghan Kosiba, Ann Fabert, Ashley Troumouliaris, Caroline Camp, 
Kathleen Spence 



French Club: (front row) Medi Ojagh, Adam Wesolowski, Tim Webb, Justin 
Ionita, Deb Sundi, Joshua Levin (second row) Dustin Moriarty, Jonathan 
Pleitner, Steve Coulis, Allison Gott, Rachel Kevin, Nate Holobowski, 
Nicole Pellegrino (thrid row) Carolyn Marinier, Lisa Kolar, Dan Kohnen, 
Matt Guanzon, Tony Spinosa, Elliott Gibbs (back row) Dave Culberg, Kyle 
Matucha, Andy Jayjack, Andy Given, Ken Szymanski, David Pryzsbylski, 
Jason Douts 



French Club: (front row) Jason Szanyi, Melissa Boeckman, Jenny Nelson, 
Becky Triemstra, Aja Aktay, Kim Balzer (second row) Kelly Miller, Nidhi 
Kansal, Jillian Pasztor, Kelly Amaloo, Lauren Mikler, Lydia Carle, Coleen 
Adley (third row) Michael Stoffregen, Marica Coduti, Sara Gregson, 
Carolyn Jania, Alice Lanman, Lindsay Baranowski (back row) Camila 
Bronhara, Pam Wiers, Sarah Grauvogl, Kevin Cane, Donna Prole, Roman 
Teller, Stephanie Kelly 

Paybacks 


tutoring tots 

In Mrs. Herring's fifth grade 
classroom at Frank H. Hammond 
elementary school, Amanda Ma- 
noski, junior, helps a student with her 
homework. Sponsored by Project X, 
tutoring provided a way for inter- 
ested members to interact with 
younger children. "It made me feel 
good that whenever we came back 
they were excited," Amanda said. 

henna craze 

Intently concentrating on her design, 
Janki Kothari, senior, applies henna 
to another student for Art Club. Not 
only did Janki have the knowledge 
of how to apply henna from Art Club, 
but she also knew about the dye from 
her Indian culture. "I loved to express 
myself through art," Janki said. "My 
inspiration was always my dad 
because he was my role model." 





child's play 

Following the music held by Caitlin, 
band director Mr. Bill Woods' 
daughter, Diana Cox, sophomore, 
plays with Band during a basketball 
game. "The most important things I 
got out of being in Band were the 
experiences of having all my friends 
there and also doing something that 
I loved by performing in front of 
other people," Diana said. 
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From tutoring youngsters to performing 
on stage, students receive wide-ranging 
paybacks from providing for others 

Walking into Mrs. Watterson's second grade classroom at 
Frank H. Hammond, Kevin Cane, senior, heard a buzz of 
excitement emerge from the young students. Every other 
Thursday Kevin performed various tasks such as calling out 
spelling words for a game called "Sparkle" or displaying 
mathematics flash cards to quiz the students. 

Many students, including Kevin, joined Project X for the 
sense of fulfillment they received by helping others. Although 
participation never entailed a requirement for the entire club, 
a small group of students participated in the projects that 
pertained to their own personal interests. 

Video Club provided students with another way to feel a 
personal sense of fulfillment, according to Tedi Vlahu, junior. 
The members collaborated to produce a public broadcast TV 
show which they named "The M Files." 

"At first it felt kind of weird to see something that I helped 
create on TV, where there was a possibility of so many people 
watching it," Tedi said. "It was a unique experience." 

All the hard work and time put into Munster Theatre 
Company also proved worthwhile for Renee Albrecht- 
Mallinger, sophomore. Initially she had joined the club just 
because of a friend who had suggested the idea to her. Later 
on, after receiving the lead in the winter play The Life and Death 
of Almost Everybody, the club meant much more to her. 

"I loved it," Renee said. "The rush I got from being up there 
and having things go right was great. Having the experience 
of being on stage so much made all the hard work worth it." 

With a variety of opportunities at their fingertips, students 
participated in activities that evoked in them a feeling of 
personal satisfaction. For Kevin, every other Thursday 
provided a chance for him to have an impact on the lives of an 
entire classroom of young minds. 



chipping in 

To help the people in India affected 
by the earthquake, Janki Kothari, 
senior, and Neema Shah, sophomore, 
collect donations from Mike Johnson, 
senior. This act, which was sponsored 


by Project X, catered to the interests 
of Janki, one of the senior members 
of the club. Janki V, father resided in 
India, and he sent out the money to 
the proper organizations to ensure its 
use for the benefit of the victims. 


Paybacks 
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French Club: (front row) Julie Sufana, Nicole Patterson, Neel Shah, Amit 
Shah, Kathy Ntiamoah, Andrew Schutz, Kate Mikels, Drew Albertson, 
Scott Strandberg, Christina Guanzon, Stephanie Coulis ( third row) Jeff 
Trgovich, Jill Horn, Melissa Moore, Becky Norris, Sachin Doshi (back row) 
Colleen Summers, Colleen Frazier, Rachel Franklin, Katy Creagh, Liz 
Anderson, Jennifer Zivich 



French Club: (front row) Kevin Wysock, Sarah Moseley, Renee Albrecht- 
Mallinger, Beth Herrin, Kelly Markovich (back row) Neema Shah, Stephanie 
Bobeck, Helen Sroka, Vita Lazauskas, Paige Wagner, Mrs. Alyce Mart- 
Webb 


German Club 

Members: 85 
Officers: 

President 
Joe Fray 
Vice President 
Chuck Mamich 
Secretary 
Nick Kikolos 
Treasurer 
Karl Spork 
Sponsor: 

Frau Eileen Meier 
Pain: Lack of time to 
put through all plans. 
Pleasure: Trip to 
Great America. 



German Club: (front row) Nicole Famsley, Russel Patel, Steve Coulis, Dan 
Barton, Jon Wendell, Mike Liszka, Nick Bularzik (second row) Corey 
Greenya, Kyle Rice, Michael Thompson, Christie O'Brien, Kelley O'Brien, 
Kristi Skrundz, Caroline Camp (third row) Joseph Mack, Zoran Balac, Kelly 
Amaloo, Michael Stoffregen, Philip Koscielski, Jon Kutas (back row) Zach 
Lambert, Chuck Mamich, Joe Fray, Karl Spork, Nick Kikalos, Tom Lee, 
Shane Hendron 



German Club: (front row) Jenny Fell, Katy Stine, Alexis Boyan, Alex Gikas, 
Jovica Balac, Sarah Papin, Michelle Miskimins (second row) Stacy Zuick, 
Danielle Jordan, Maribeth Samecki, Shannon Zenos, Holly Grunewald, 
Becky Herron (third row) Katie Landowski, Emily Alberti, Aubrey 
Burdeau, Christina Burke, Bilal Ornery, Krissy Herbeck, Euna Choi (back 
row) Pete Ciric, Steve Fell, Sarah Grauvogl, Mark Hannigan, Melissa 
Obszanski, Rick Nichols, Nicholas Thaera, Mike Lee 


Munster Theatre 
Company 

Members: 80 
Officers: 

President 
Brandon Sweeney 
Vice President 
Ashley Kaufman 
Nicole Pellegrino 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Larry A. Brechner 
Pain: Making last 
minute changes. 
Pleasure: Lasting 
friendships. 



Munster Theatre Company: (front row) Megan Morley, Kevin Cane, Jayne 
Holly, Jordan Richardson, Joshua Levin, Matt Domasica, Andrew 
Schumacher (second row) Lisa Kolar, Jodi Rosenthal, Kyle Matucha, Nicole 
Pellegrino, Roman Teller, Brandon Sweeney (third row) Marcin Stanko, 
Rachel Kevin, Lisa Demkowicz, Jeff Palmer, Joey Manderino, David 
Young, Elizabeth Bradley (back row) Craig Talbot, Ashley Kaufman, Greg 
Schneider, Paul Rogers, Russel Patel, Michael Stoffregen, Joel Moosmiller 


Learning Skills 


burst of inspiration 

With thoughts of her final creation in 
mind, Rachel Sepiol, junior, concen- 
trates on the piece of hemp in her 
hands. Art Club formed the idea of 
making necklaces from different 
student suggestions. "Making hemp 
necklaces and doing henna painting 
was what I remembered most/' 
Rachel said. "I liked the fact that 1 
took away a skill that was different 
from what most people knew." 

uniform style 

Feet following the music, Krystle 
Michels, senior, focuses on her 
Colorguard routine during the 
Homecoming parade. Although 
Colorguard usually had a full-time 
coach, team members learned to live 
without one for most of the year. The 
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gzoncentrfting on 

tying in 

J life skills 

Field trips and club activities allow students 
to develop special abilities that help them to 
progress into more well-rounded individuals 


Under the searing lights of the silent auditorium stage, Kelly 
Markovich, sophomore, anticipated the first beat of the winter 
concert. Although many Band members saw the event as just 
another performance, Kelly saw it as a learning experience. 

With the variety of clubs at school, students diversified into 
areas of different interest. While students gained membership 
into clubs that they wanted, they often took a skill with them 
that they wouldn't have expected to leave with. 

"When I started Band, I never thought that it would go 
beyond the classroom," Kelly said. "Later, 1 kind of appreciated 
the fact that I had the confidence to go up on stage and not get 
nervous, though. That, and I knew how to play the flute, so it 
was always a skill that I could fall back on later." 

Even though students often joined a club to develop a 
specific skill, some walked away with an entirely different 
ability. Certain groups integrated teamwork into their events. 

"As Assistant House Manager of the Auditorium Staff, I 
did more than just work with the student productions," Sarah 
Kelley, junior, said. "We actually worked together with the 
whole staff, and it actually taught me how to use others' talents 
with my own in order to get the job done." 

While Auditorium Staff set teamwork into motion, other 
clubs gave students the chance to interact with people. As a 
group dedicated to helping out within the community as well 
as overseas with the India earthquake relief funds. Project X 
helped students to learn about what life meant to those in need. 

"Being a member of Project X wasn't just an opportunity; it 
was a skill that you gained," Melissa Boeckman, sophomore, 
said. "Because it kept us involved with people, I knew it would 
help me in the future because I would have a better 
understanding of how people need help." 

Foreign language clubs helped students in their future 
classes by elaborating on culture and the language itself, 
according to Andrew Schutz, freshman. From parties after 
school for Mardi Gras to pretzel making in German Club, 
students expanded on a school requirement. 

As Kelly finished the final measures of her music piece, a 
roar of applause from the audience followed. Even though 
she enjoyed the recognition she received, she knew her 
participation meant much more than that. Kelly knew that she 
expanded her options for the future at the same time. 


concert cooperation 

To lend a helping hand to Kelly 
Gajewski, senior, Katie Paliga, junior, 
helps to secure her friend's bowtie 
before their Women's Ensemble 
performance. Although the group 
seemed large, teamwork between 
smaller sections helped to adjust the 
collective sound, according to Katie. 
"You really learned how to work with 
different groups to make yourself 
sound a whole lot better," Katie said. 


tuned in 

To make sure he plays his violin in 
tune, Bilal Ornery, junior, prepares 
himself for the start of the Orchestra's 
winter concert. By having to perform 
well in front of a group, you had to 
learn your part inside and out, 
according to Bilal. "I really improved 
my violin-playing techniques for 
Orchestra for the concerts," Bilal said. 


Learning Skills 
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loud and clear 


From varying dedication for Academic 
Team to equal commitment for Band, club 
members sacrifice time to get results 


At the moment the bell dismissed 6th hour, Caitlin 
Hawryszkow, sophomore, ran to her locker and threw in her 
books. She then turned around and headed for the Speech 
room, where she went inside one of the practice rooms, stood 
in front of the mirror and began delivering her piece to Mrs. 
Helen Engstrom, Head Speech and Debate Coach. 

When Speech Coach Mr. Marc Lehnerer, English teacher, 
encouraged Caitlin to join the Speech team, she didn't know 
exactly what kind of commitment it involved. But after 
following Mr. Lehnerer's advice, preparation for Speech began 
to take over and consume Caitlin's life. 

"It took up a ton of my time," Caitlin said. "To prepare for 
State, I had to get coached twice a week, and I was supposed 
to practice every day on my own and videotape myself." 

Debate, Speech's counterpart, also required its members to 
put in extra time. However, the amount of time spent on 
Debate depended on how many hours each individual 
member wanted to put in for it. 

"If you wanted to do well and help the team out, you had 
to go in three or four times a week," Andrew Lee, freshman, 
said. "Then there was all the work you did at home: research, 
gathering evidence and writing your case." 

The work that Academic Team members spent preparing 
for competition also varied from person to person. The team 
consisted of Science Olympiad, Academic Superbowl and 
Junior Engineering Technological Society (JETS). A member 
of all three divisons, Nick Bularzik, junior, realized that he 
would have to devote a lot of time to the club. 

"I joined all three teams because they all sounded like a lot 
of fun," Nick said. "I was highly committed and showed up a 
lot. Science Olympiad especially took a huge commitment, 
almost as much as a sport. But when we worked hard, we 
knew we deserved it because we got sixth place at State." 

DECA members who wanted to compete had to study for 
ten hours with practice tests and computer programs. After 
several weeks of preparing. Tiffany Sanders, senior, placed 
first at Districts and fifth at State in Retail Merchandising. 

"I joined DECA mainly because 1 wanted to go into 
marketing in college and become a marketing manager," 
Tiffany said. "I had to put in 


time when we had fund- 
raisers and prepared for 
competitions, but it was the 
feeling of accomplishing 
something that made it all 
worthwhile. Also, from going 
to competitions, I was ex- 
posed to people from so many 
different places." 

Time Commitment 


scratching the list 

In the Publications room, Stephanie 
Kelly, senior, crosses a name off the 
"Hit List." As editor-in-chief of 
Paragon, Stephanie spent much of her 
time there after school as well as at 
home working on the yearbook. "I 
was really overwhelmed at the 
beginning of the year, but the rest of 
staff was really helpful," Stephanie 
said. "I didn't have to worry about 
all the work being on one person." 
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loud crowd 

Sousaphone resting on her should- 
er, Christine Blaine, senior, plays 
in the pep band with Kyle Bieda, 
junior. Although optional, Chris- 
tine chose to join both concert and 
pep band. "Pep band was a lot 
more enthusiastic," Christine said. 
"1 liked being closer to the actual 
game; I felt a lot more involved." 

good versus evil 

With a look of surprise on her face. 
Aunt Harriet (Natalie Vaughn, 
senior) converses with The Sweep- 
er (Matt Domasica, sophomore) in 
the winter play The Life and Death 
of Almost Everybody. "After spend- 
ing so much time together, I 
learned a lot about the people I 
worked with," Matt said. "I met a 
lot of people, including Natalie, 
who became my good friend." 




fair share 

Squinting from the sun, DECA 
sponsor Mr. Kent Lewis, business 
teacher, hangs up a banner on the 
club's spirit truck before the Home- 


coming parade. Not only did 
students have to put in extra time and 
work when they joined a club, but 
sponsors also made sure to pitch in 
and do their part. 



Munster Theatre Company: (front row) Esther Economou, Krissy Herbeck, 
Julie Sufana, Colleen Summers, Colleen Frazier, David Johnson (second 
row) Michelle Miskimins, Stacey Welsh, Sarah Papin, Jill Horn, Julia 
Bochnowski, Kaitlin Kovach (third row) Renee Albrecht-Mallinger, Beth 
Herrin, Vita Lazauskas, Michelle Sopher, Megan Graykowski, Nicole Gier, 
Christina Bemacchi (fourth row) Kristine Duray, Jillian Bonessa, Sarah 
Kelley, Aubrey Burdeau, Lauren Mikler, Liz Olley (back row) Ben Rinderer, 
Jessica Economou, Kristina Kesely, Jaime Shapiro, Lenny Weiss, Laura 
Dunn, Stephanie Coulis 



National Honor Society: (front row) Christian Newcomb, Christie O'Brien, 
Amy Blue, Lisa Kolar, Carolyn Marinier, Nicole Pellegrino, Allison Gott 
(second row) Christine Patel, Tiffany Brown, Kathleen Spence, Suzie Bulfer, 
David Culberg, Erin Talabay (third row) Sean Greenya, Zoran Balac, 
Stephanie Kelly, Jeff Palmer, Ashley Kaufman, Keith Sorrels, Dave Daniels 
(back row) David Young, Kyle Hathaway, Kyle Matucha, Steve Bembenista, 
Jim Hamblin, Asim Sheriff, Brad Clark, Dustin Thompson 



National Honor Society: (front row) Jonathan Friedman, Emily Sterner, 
Nisha Doshi, Kevin Cane, Ashley Porta, Shardul Shah (second row) Megan 
Morley, Kaitlin Kovach, Julia Bochnowski, Desiree Ballanco, Jessica 
Economou (third row) Cristina Casas, Justin Ionita, Andrew Schumacher, 
Pam Wiers, Deb Sundi, John Keplinger (back row) Roman Teller, Gina 
Bassetto, Caroline Camp, Jenny Yamtich, Nicole Farnsley, Chris 
Koschnitzky, Alyssa Theile 



National Honor Society: (front row) Margaret DeDios, Michelle Sopher, 
Laura Dunn, Melissa Moore, Michelle Johnson, Jessica Pasztor (second 
row) Lisa Pleitner, Valerie Porras, Lindsay Holajter, Nancy Chen, Ishani 
Dalai, Brian Ranade (back row) Andy Kennedy, Michelle Coduti, Poonam 
Shah, Lisa Basil, Neha Shah, Sadia Najamuddin, Priti Patwari 



Orchestra: (front row) Casey Kolderup, Marisa Renwald, Jenny Nelson, 
Monica Aldulescu, Andrew Zusman < second row) Jordan Richardsoa Katie 
Schlesinger, Lauren Cherrier, Jamie Korey, Lisa Demkowicz, Pam Wiers 
(third row) Jeff Schmidt, Katie Caine, Ashley Damjanovich, Erica Rangel, 
Talia Matury-Vacaro (back row) Joe Fray, Keith Sorrels, ledi Vlahu, Jon 
Kutas, David Young, Mike Liszka 


National Honor 
Society 

Members: 69 
Officers: 

President 
Jim Hamblin 
Vice President 
Megan Morley 
Secretary 
Carolyn Marinier 
Treasurer 
Shardul Shah 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Linda Scheffer 
Pain: Collecting the 
required number of 
sen/ice points. 
Pleasure: Phone calls 
from parents who 
commend tutors on 
helping their children 
do better in school. 


Orchestra 

Members: 62 

Sponsor: 

Mr. Karl Linden and 
Ms, Jill Cooke 
Pain: Limited amount of 
time to prepare for 
concerts. 

Pleasure: The Camerata 
and Chamber Orchestras 
receiving 1st at the 
District Indiana State 
School Music Associa- 
tion (ISSMA) contest. 


Time Commitment 
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sound off 

loud and clear 

continued from 57 

While all the clubs described so far have shown time 
commitment to differ with each person, not all clubs worked 
the same way. Other extracurricular activities demanded an 
equal amount of dedication from each one of its members. 
Band and Color Guard provided examples of this. Jenn Zivich, 
sophomore, explained the different sacrifices she had to make 
because for both of these activities. 

"Outside of band class, we had to practice with our separate 
instrument sections two or three times a week in the morning 
and afternoon," Jenn said, "and during marching season we 
had to come in at 7:30 a.m. every morning to practice. Another 
thing was that Band took up an elective each year, and I 
couldn't take other classes I wanted to take." 

Mixed and Women's Ensembles also necessitated all of its 
members to give up their time for biweekly practices as well 
as travel to local gigs and the Indiana State School Music 
Association (ISSMA) competition. Although Nancy Chen, 
senior, enjoyed the opportunity to sing for various luncheons 
and nursing homes throughout the community, leaving school 
early for gigs often created difficulties for her. 

"Every time we had to leave school for a gig, I had to come 
in during Contact Time to make up a test or a quiz," Nancy 
Chen, senior, said. "Sometimes I had to cancel my National 
Honor Society (NHS) tutoring. But I still chose to be in 
Ensembles just because I liked music in general." 

Creating the newspaper and yearbook demanded the staff 
to come in after school and stay there until they met deadlines. 
Members understood that getting the job done involved a lot 
of dedication, sometimes requiring students to work until the 
late hours of the morning, according to Candice Grant, junior. 

"Journalism was really difficult and time consuming," 
Candice said. "We had a really small staff of only five people, 
much less than most high school staffs. We were there until 8 
p.m. everyday, sometimes later during deadline weeks; we 
even worked all night and all the next day once. But I still 
really enjoyed the people I was working with and what I was 
doing. That was why I put all my time and effort into it." 

Some clubs asked for an same commitment from all of its 
members. But with other organizations, the amount of 
dedication determined the amount of time people put in. At 
any rate students who joined a club knew they would have to 
give up a portion of their time for it. 

Although Caitlin didn't 
quite know what to expect 
before she joined the Speech 
team, she didn't regret mak- 
ing the commitment. After 
receiving 2nd at Sectionals 
and advancing to State, Cait- 
lin experienced the rewards 
that came from devoting her 
personal time to Speech. 


cutting away 

Saw in hand, Mike Liszka, junior, cuts 
wood with which to construct his 
"Scrambler" for Science Olympiad. 
The event required students to build 
a car to carry eggs down a track. "Even 
though there were individual events, 
we learned teamwork when compet- 
itions approached by helping each 
other out so everyone could get things 
done in time," Mike said. 



Time Commitment 


. 
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devoting time 

Lying on the floor in 
French teacher Mrs. 
Alyce Mart-Webb's 
room after school, Talia 
Matury-Vacaro, junior, 
writes "Allez Munster," 
which translates to "Go 
Munster." She made 
the poster to help dec- 
orate the French Club's 
spirit truck for the 
Homecoming parade. 

making faces 

As he tilts his head, 
Deepam Rusia, junior, 
warms up in one of the 
Speech practice rooms. 
Deepam made it to 
Semi-finals at State in 
both Impromptu and 
Congress. "Doing crazy 
facials helped me get 
relaxed," Deepam said. 
"It allowed me to ex- 
press myself more free- 
ly and be more fluent 
when speaking." 



Orchestra: (front row) Melissa Falgier, Elise Eldert, Athena Bakris, Connie 
Kuo, Knsten Gleason, Amit Shah (second row) Helen Sroka, Nancy Chen, 
Ashley Velchek, Jawad Ornery, Bilal Omery, Andrew Schutz, Samantha 
Watanapongse, Jenny Fell (third row) Alex Gikas, Sheena Srivastava, Katie 
Daniels, Mike Friedman, Darcie Kozlowski, Stephanie Rangel, Katie Gikas 
(back row) Jia Hou, Jason Szanyi, Nicholas Thaera, Kyle Bieda, Ryan 
Anderson, Jonathan Friedman, Cristina Casas, Emily Sterner 



Paragon: (front row) Liz Moseley, Farah Sheriff, Becky Norris, Betty Hoyle, 
Jennifer Lee (back row) Mrs. Nancy Hastings, Candice Grant, Jason 
Szanyi, Michael Liszka, Stephanie Kelly, Joel Moosmiller 


Paragon 

Members: 10 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Nancy Hastings 
Pain: Having to stay at 
school until late at night 
to meet deadlines. 
Pleasure: Knowing 
they're creating a lasting 
product and seeing the 
finished results after 
working so hard. 



Project X: (front row) Mrs. Linda Adams, Jenny Solis, Christy Macak, 
Megan Morley, Kevin Cane, Courtney Chung (second row) Jenny Nelson, 
Jennifer Zi vich, Saralyn Feinberg, Brandy Zukanovich, Kathleen Spence, 
Kristen Jabaay, Waheed Nassimi, David Klawinski ( third row) Russel Patel, 
Medi Ojagh, Renee Anderson, Jillian Hmurovic, Kelley O'Brien, Melissa 
Boeckman, Amanda Manoski (back row) David Young, Asim Sheriff, David 
Jones, Jennifer Sharp, Jennifer Kaczka, Joey Manderino, Christie O'Brien, 
Jessica Wilson 


Project X 

Members: 100 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Linda Adams 
Pain: Getting full 
attendance at weekly 
meetings. 

Pleasure: When their 
hard work and dedication 
shows, and the 
community benefits 
from their generous aid. 



Project X: (front row) Karla Bales, Sambodhi Das, Christine Johnson, 
Amber Jemigan, Afton Kurth, Tara Brennan, Stephanie Smith (second row) 
Sonal Gupta, Chris Carlos, Jessica Ruiz, Joyce Stamiris, Katie Gikas, 
Marnie Norris (third row) Nasreen Sultana, Renee Schmitt, Shivani 
Sharma, Nidhi Kansal, Katie Landowski, Dustin Moriarty, Jaime Shapiro 
(back row) Sadia Najamuddin, Priti Patwari, Paige Wagner, Ankur Bhatt, 
Meghan Franciski, Colleen Frazier, Jacqueline Hayes, Kathy Ntiamoah 



Project X: (front row) Laura Somenzi, Kristin Sopata, Helen Sroka, Beth 
Herrin, Kelly Markovich, Tosca Salvacion, Courtney Watkins, Neema 
Shah (second row) Gabi DeLuna, Jessica Kovach, Allison Crary, Leslie 
Parker, Elizabeth Fattore, Nancy Chen, Connie Kuo, Shannon Zenos (third 
row) Farah Sheriff, Melissa Moore, Kelly Gajewski, Janki Kothari, Payal 
Keshvani, Ashley Velchek, Jill Young, Kara Kozlowski (back row) Renee 
Albrecht-Mallinger, Holly Grunewald, Lindsey Serna, Jenny Fell, Becky 
Herron, Jennifer Lee, Candice Grant, Julie Sufana, Cristina Casas 

Time Commitment 
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Quill and Scroll 

Members: 4 
Sponsor: Mrs. Nancy 
Hastings 

Pleasure: Earning 
National Honors Society 
Recognition. 


Quill and Scroll: (front row) Becky Norris, Chris Koschnitzky (back row) 
Mrs. Nancy Hastings, Stephanie Kelly, Erick Sherman 



SADD 

Members: 20 
Officers: 

President 
Dave Ahlf 
Vice President 
Diana Santay 
Secretary 
Neha Shah 
Treasurer 
Jenny Sharp 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Darlene Acosta 
Pain: Having to always 
explain what SADD 
stands for. 

Pleasure: Watching 
plans actively being 
carried out. 



SADD: (front row) Kathleen Spence, Kristin Jabaay, Katie Landowski, Sara 
Frigo, Priti Patwari (second row) Russel Patel, Medi Ojagh, Jillian 
Hmurovic, Renee Anderson, Melissa Boeckman, Brandy Zukanovich (back 
row) Matt Guanzon, David Ahlf, Kim Duesing, Jennifer Kaczka, Jennifer 
Sharp, Asim Sheriff, Candice Kouros 



SADD: (front row) Julie Sufana, Janki Kothari, Payal Keshvani, Neema 
Shah, Kelly Gajewski (second row) Holly Grunewald, Lindsey Serna, Diana 
Santay, Valerie Porras, Tara Brennan, Alex Gikas (third row) Jennifer Zi vich, 
Gina Selent, Melissa Diekelmann, Vita Lazauskas, Sonal Gupta (back row) 
Sadia Najamuddin, Christy Macak, Jennifer Solis, Meghan Franciski, 
Colleen Frazier, Katie Gilbert 


Spanish Club 

Members: 90 
Officers: 

President 
Sarah Grauvogl 
Vice President 
Lisa Pleitner 
Secretary 
Cristina Casas 
Treasurer 
Emily Montgomery 
Sponsor: 

Ms. Jen Luksich 
Pain: Making baked 
goods for bake sales. 
Pleasure: Field trips to 
Spanish restaurants. 



Spanish Club: (front row) Todd Dell'Aquila, Chris Carlos, David Ellis, 
Jaime Shapiro, Leah Shaffer, Kathryn Wickland (second row) Anna Kretz, 
Melissa Boeckman, Kristina Kesely, Jillian Hmurovic, Kate Laudermilk, 
Ryann Perlinski, Ashley Damjanovich (third row) Josh Bradish, Joe 
Noworyta, Amanda Manoski, Russel Patel, Claire Robertson, Rachel 
Kevin (back row) Tedi Vlahu, Matt Guanzon, Roger Shieh, Dan Cohen, 
Evelyn Watterson, Lindsay Smaron, Alyssa Hathaway 



Spanish Club: (front row) Mary Albertson, Michelle Potter, Art Insurriaga, 
Raechelle Medellin, Josh Kmiec, Laura Somenzi, William Evans (second 
row) David Lukomski, Sara Frigo, Gina Selent, Kristine Duray, Melissa 
Diekelmann, Danielle Ramirez, Puja Kathrotiya, Sheri Spolnik (third row) 
Jennifer Lee, Colleen Summers, Stephanie Smith, Sarah Grauvogl, John 
Tomazin, Jennifer Yamtich, Cristina Casas (back row) Amanda Porta, Katie 
Landowski, Andy DeYoung, Elizabeth Fattore, Lauren Ziemba, Katie 
Thompson, Lauren Hamblin, Christy Macak 


Responsibilities 



fresh forces 

For the Homecoming parade, fresh- 
men Claire Robertson and Stacey 
Welsh help decorate the International 
truck. Involvement in foreign lan- 
guage clubs often required dedicated 
members to put in the extra time and 
effort needed for projects to succeed. 

planning period 

During a meeting of Crier's Editorial 
Board, Editor-in-chief Chris Kos- 
chnitzky, senior, listens to responses 
regarding story coverage while 
Design Editor Erick Sherman, senior, 
drafts a preliminary page design. 
"Every year I took on more 
responsibilities," Chris Koschnitzky, 
senior, said. "However, I found out 
that the more you had to do, the more 
efficient you became. I did more as 
editor-in-chief, but I got a lot more 
done with the time I had." 
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students accept g 4 

mountin 

responsibilitie 



From thinking up headlines to putting in 
hours of practice, members unite to 
overcome hardships, achieve common goals. 

Staring at the computer screen at 9:30 p.m. in the "Pub," or 
Publications room, Medi Ojagh, junior, frantically tried to think 
of a headline for his page in Crier. Nights like that occurred 
just about every other Thursday for students like Medi who 
participated on the journalism staffs. 

Several clubs required students to accept a certain amount 
of responsibility in order to function. Joining a club involved 
a silent agreement among students to keep up with their 
individual work to benefit the entire organization. 

Academic Team members proved their ability by receiving 
12th place at the national tournament, according to Deepam 
Rusia, junior. After long hours of hard research from each 
active member of the team, final results proved worthwhile. 

"It was everyone's responsibility to come in and put in their 
own personal time and effort," Deepam said. "Our work not 
only affected ourselves, but also the team as a whole." 

Student Government representatives also took on 
responsibilities in order to assure that various activities ran 
smoothly. According to Student Body President David Young, 
senior, the members organized Homecoming, Battle of the 
Bands, school elections and the blood drive. 

Speech and Debate served as another activity that required 
lots of extra time and responsibility, according to Adam 
Wesolowski, junior. As Corresponding Secretary on the Speech 
and Debate Council, Adam met with other council members 
every Friday after school to discuss various topics. 

With help from the other students on the staff, Medi chose 
the perfect headline. After all the frustrations and mishaps 
from editing copy to fit the allotted amount of space to 
pondering caption headlines, he finished Ills page and started 
thinking about his other commitments for the night. 



picture perfect leading ladies 


Photographers for Paragon, Becky 
Norris, senior, and Ted Creagh, 
sophomore, shoot photographs at a 
basketball game. "I stuck with it 
because I liked photography, and I 
liked the fact that other people got to 
see the product with all my extra 
effort in it," Ted said. 


For the Homecoming pep rally. 
Student Government members Erin 
Talabay and Katie Gluek, seniors, 
ration out the portions for the ice 
cream-eating contest. Organizing 
Homecoming served as one of the 
extra responsibilities that Student 
Government members accepted. 


Responsibilities 
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Spanish Honor 
Society 

Member's: 7 
Officers: 

President 
Jenny Yamtich 
Vice President 
Brian Ranade 
Treasurer 
Andy Kennedy 
Secretary 
Sarah Grauvogl 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Paul LaReau 
Pain: Organizing. 
Pleasure: Club 
initiation ceremony. 


Speech /Debate 

Members: 150 
Officers: 

President 
Andrew 
Schumacher 
Vice President 
Shardul Shah 
Corresponding Sec. 
Adam Wesolowski 
Recording Sec. 

David Young 
Treasurer 
Andrew Kennedy 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Helen 
Engstrom 
Pain: Getting up 
before sunrise for 
meets. 

Pleasure: Getting to 
know fellow club 
members of the team 
really well. 



Spanish Club: (front row) Ashley Gajda, Stacey Welsh, Erica Molina, 
Melissa Kerzner, Margaret DeDios (second row) Lisa Pleitner, Julie Sufana, 
Farah Sheriff, Emily Montgomery, Sonal Gupta, Ashley Velchek (third 
row) Rachel Gill, Shivani Sharma, Tosca Salvacion, Madeleine Morley, 
Britney Meier, Alex Morley, Nancy Chen, Connie Kuo (fourth row) Sara 
Harvey, Shannon Zenos, Payal Keshvani, Dijita Sundi, Nasreen Sultana, 
Renee Schmitt, Sheiphali Gandhi (back row) Marcin Stanko, Adam Topper, 
Jon Noworyta, Andy Kennedy, Brian Ranade, Kelly Markovich, Beth 
Herrin, Janki Kothari 



Spanish Honor Society: (front row) Brian Ranade, Lisa Pleitner, Andy 
Kennedy (back row) Sarah Grauvogl, Jennifer Yamtich, Nancy Chen, 
Cristina Casas 



Speech/Debate: (front row) Shardul Shah, Gadeir Abbas, Mike Strain, 
John Keplinger, Debashish Sundi, Kaitlin Kovach (second row) Ashley 
Porta, Kevin Cane, Jason Maldonado, Jordan Richardson, Tim Webb, 
Medi Ojagh, Zoran Balac (third row) Evelyn Watterson, Tom Lee, Michael 
Stoffregen, Christine Taber, Andrew Bridgman, Dan Witkus (back row) 
Matt Guanzon, Craig Talbot, Jeff Palmer, David Young, Brandon Sweeney, 
Joey Manderino, Andrew Schumacher 



Speech/Debate: (front row) Mall Kasenga, Billy Lewis, Sara Dobrinich, 
Paul Cowgill, Jia Hou, Andrew Lee (second row) Lenny Weiss, David Ellis, 
Jaime Shapiro, Robbie Larson, Darcie Kozlowski, Mike Friedman, Justin 
DalCorobbo (third row) Chris Carlos, Laura Dunn, Leah Shaffer, Sadia 
Najamuddin, Sangeeta Bookseller, Monica Aldulescu ( back row) Priti 
Patwari, Lauren Mikler, Lydia Carle, Kelly Amaloo, Adam Wesolowski, 
Deepam Rusia, Amanda Porta 

Beyond Control 


early bird 

Before departing for Speech State, 
Raechelle Medellin, sophomore, 
patiently waits to board the bus. 
Unavoidably, the Speech Team often 
had to leave as early as 5 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings for their meets 
from which they would often not 
arrive back from until 5 p.m. 



caught in the cold 


Stuck outside in chilly weather. 
Marching Band members juniors 
Katie Kooy and Rosey Petrone try to 
ignore the cold while practicing 
before school. "We got tired from 
standing, and it was so cold/' Katie 
said. "We couldn't wear anything 
over our Band uniforms." 




sounding out 

Before a choral concert, juniors 
Colleen Summers, Ann Fabert and 
Christina Bernacchi, warm up their 
voices. "Bringing music to people we 


sang for was nice," Colleen said. "It 
brightened their day. Though the 
schoolwork we had to make up was 
great, it was worth the effort." 
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From early morning practices to 
overnight trips, members grow from 
conditions beyond their control 


On a typical Saturday, they began their mornings in the 
dark and cold of 4 a.m. and often didn't end their days until 5 
p.m. or 6 p.m. after three or four tiring rounds of competition. 
The Speech and Debate Team, along with many other clubs, 
demanded students to endure long, seemingly endless days, 
hard work and for some a lot of devotion. 

"Debate required a lot of dedication and took away from 
your sleep time," Connie Kuo, sophomore, said. "We were 
sometimes gone from 4 a.m. to 7 p.m., and once Neema (Shah, 
sophomore) and I stayed up until three in the morning making 
up a case. It took a lot of patience, effort and perseverance to 
keep going, but it was all worth it." 

Conditions beyond their control often forced students to 
give up their Friday or Saturdays nights for Academic Team 
and Indiana School State Music Association (ISSMA) 
competitions, or Speech and Debate meets. Practically any day 
of a week, students stayed for hours after school in the 
Publications room working to create Crier and Paragon. 

"I stayed at school as late as midnight working on Crier," 
Sharyn Goldyn, junior, said. "It was so much work, but it felt 
so great when the paper was complete and you saw students 
reading it. That was when you realized all the time and work 
you put into it was worth it in the end." 

Waking up early to get to Orchestra by 6:45 a.m. also 
burdened some students, according to David Young, senior. 

"I didn't understand why we always had to come before 
school to practice when everybody else had it during or after 
school," Eric Flores, senior, said. 

Fundraising often proved a necessity for clubs like Band, 
Project X, Academic Team and DECA . Yet, students sometimes 
disliked this task, which could prove time consuming. 

"I never did like Band fundraising," Kevin Wadyeki, junior, 
said. "I didn't want to have to go out during the summer and 
have to sell all that stuff. I had no time." 

Despite the pain of the uncontrollable factors ranging from 

time demands and bad 
weather to fundraising, stu- 
dents still enjoyed partici- 
pating in the variety of 
activities offered, according 
to Connie, even if it did cut 
into their sleep time. 


deadline dilemma 

Spending several hours after school, 
Jennifer Lee, junior, builds a spread on 
a computer for the yearbook. "I knew 
that the yearbook would take a lot of 
time, but I joined it because 1 had 
always wanted to be on it," Jennifer 
said. "Once second semester hit, we 
actually had to sleep over." 


Beyond Control 
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students groan but later realize the 
surprising ease of collecting cash 

A bright-eyed boy focused on ten inflatable bowling pins. 
After knocking them down with a ball, Amanda Manoski, 
junior, congratulated the boy with candy and a smile. She then 
restacked the pins and assisted the next young competitor. 

Project X participated in the annual Munster High School 
Fun Fair fundraiser. The money earned defrayed the cost of 
supplies but also raised money with which to give back to the 
community. The club had to go through the routine task of 
fundraising like any other club did. 

"Fundraising could be annoying at times, but I had a good 
time working at the fair," Amanda said. 

Speech and Debate needed money for competitions and 
the Nationals tournament costs. The 32ndAnnual Chicken 
Barbecue, their biggest fundraiser, produced favorable results, 
selling 300 more tickets than usual. The team sold tickets door 
to door for three days, covering every house in Munster. 

The members of DECA found several successful ways to 
make money. To boost Homecoming spirit, students went from 
class to class, selling red, black and white balloons. For 
Sweetest Day they delivered roses with personalized cards. 
They sold all 600 balloons and 500 roses they ordered. 

No mandatory requirement existed for helping out with 
the sales. Still, DECA sponsor Mr. Kent Lewis, business teacher, 
didn't have to worry about a shortage of volunteers. 

"We had a good amount of students volunteer to help," 
Mr. Lewis said. "It was hard for them to give up their own 
time and come in before school." 

Most students groaned when someone mentioned the chore 
of fundraising. However, many clubs had no problem making 
the money they needed, and people like Amanda enjoyed 
themselves during the process. She couldn't help but gain 
satisfaction from seeing the excited looks on children's faces. 



order of business 

As she records a student' s order, Kara 
Kozlowski, sophomore, sells tulips 
for a new Student Government 
fundraiser that differed from the 
traditional rose or carnation sales. 

Fundraising 


keeping count 

By organizing the money into piles, 
Rachel McCain, senior, Keith Dell'- 
Aquila, junior and Betty Hoyle, 
senior, count their total sales from the 
Crier Homecoming issue. 



64 





sweet treats 

After handing over her money, Neha 
Shah, senior, receives a brownie at the 
National Honor Society (NHS) bake 
sale, for which she also baked. "A 
bake sale was a good idea because we 
made enough money and the 
students benefited, too," Neha said. 



dialing for donations 

Listening closely, Tosca Salvacion, 
freshman, works at the Dollars for 
Scholars Phone-a-Thon. The money 
collected funded merit-based scho- 
larships for eligible seniors. 

volunteer vendors 

As Ed Harrington, junior, sells a 
DECA balloon to Billy Evans, 
freshman, David Kaplan, junior, 
looks for other customers. "I thought 
if you wanted to be involved in an 
organization, you had to commit and 
help out with fundraising," Ed said. 





Speech/Debate: (front row) Kristen Brazel, Renee Schmitt, Bilal Omery, 
Brian Ranade, Ishani Dalai, Andy Kennedy (second row) Colin Kern, Renee 
Albrecht-Mallinger, Kristine Duray, Raechelle Medellin, Richelle Medellin, 
Allison Crary, Lindsay Baranowski (back row) Jennifer Lee, Kara Williams, 
Candice Grant, John Tomazin, Ryan Miller, Rachel Franklin 



Speech/Debate: (front row) Neema Shah, Sheiphali Gandhi, Elise Eldert, 
Jovica Balac, David Johnson (second row) Andrew Schutz, Stephanie 
Rangel, Neel Shah, Jim Bochnowski, Shreyas Joshi, Chris Mihalo (back 
row) Darius Bamboat, Dana Sarber, Jill Young, Lindsay Mambourg, Connie 
Kuo, Payal Keshvani, Farah Sheriff 



Student Government: (front row) Amanda Diombala, Amanda Achter, 
Sarah Moseley, Mike Shinkan, Emily E. Jones, Jill Young (second row) Kelly 
Fernandez, Mike Tiberi, Kara Kozlowski, Lauren Mikler, Julia 
Bochnowski, Holly Grunewald, Joe Rogan, Paige Wagner (third row) 
Lenny Weiss, Desiree Ballanco, Katie Thompson, Karen Lindemann, 
Lauren Ziemba, Kevin Cane, Carolyn Marinier (back row) Tiffany Brown, 
Erin Talabay, David Pryzbylski, Joey Manderino, Michael Stoffregen, 
David Young, Jim Hamblin, Asim Sheriff 
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Thespians: (front row) Sarah Papin, Sarah Kelley, Jill Horn, Michelle 
Sopher, Laura Dunn, Julie Sufana, Christina Bemacchi (second row) Jessica 
Economou, Megan Graykowski, Nicole Pellegrino, Jodi Rosenthal, Kevin 
Cane, Lenny Weiss, Colleen Summers, Julia Bochnowski (third row) Roman 
Teller, Brandon Sweeney, Matt Domasica, Jeff Palmer, Lisa Kolar, Andrew 
Schumacher, Kaitlin Kovach (back row) Kyle Matucha, David Young, Joey 
Manderino, Elizabeth Bradley, Gregory Schneider, Paul Rogers, Ashley 
Kaufman, Joel Moosmiller 



Video Club: (front row) Jovica Balac, Laura Dunn, Julia Bochnowski, 
Kaitlin Kovach, Jill Horn, Brian Ranade (second row) David Lukomski, 
Ryan Anderson, Megan Morley, Jon Friedman, Sachin Doshi, Shardul 
Shah, James Mayfield, Deepam Rusia ( third row) Justin lonita. Lisa Kolar, 
Carolyn Marinier, Andrew Schumacher, Melissa Moore, Kevin Cane, 
David Culberg (back row) Rachel Kevin, Zoran Balac, Debasish Sundi, Joe 
Soeka, Craig Cregzkovich, Jeff Palmer, Greg Schneider, Tedi Vlahu 


Speech / Debate 

Members: 150 
Officers: 

President 

Andrew Schumacher 
Vice President 
Shardul Shah 
Corresponding Sec. 
Adam Wesolowski 
Recording Sec. 

David Young 
Treasurer 
Andrew Kennedy 
Sponsor: 

Mrs. Helen Engstrom 
Pain: Getting up before 
sunrise for meets. 
Pleasure: “When you 
were around the same 
people for an entire year, 
you got to know them 
really well." 

Adam Wesolowski, 
junior 


Student 

Government 

Members: 32 
Officers: 

President 
David Young 
Vice President 
Asim Sheriff 
Secretary 
Julia Bochnowski 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Mike Wells 
Pleasure: Setting up for 
dances and pep rallies. 


Thespians 

Members: 30 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Larry Brechner 
Pain: Auditioning for 
production positions. 
Pleasure: The thrill of 
opening night. 


Video Club 

Members: 32 
Officers: 

President 
Brian Ranade 
Vice President 
Sachin Doshi 
Justin lonita 
Secretary 
Zoran Balac 
Jonathan Friedman 
Sponsor: 

Mr. Mark Barreiro 
Pain: Tedious editing. 
Pleasure: Final product. 

Fundraising 
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All in One Night 

With a tight grip on his Highland 
opponent, Mario Zerngast, sophomore, 
grimaces in extreme pain while just 
across the street, Adam Wallace, junior, 
livens the football stands with the flag 
hoisted high. Out of the cold, Jeff Palmer, 
senior, and Tedi Vlahu, junior, leaf 


through magazines at Borders as 
sophomores Courtney Mambourg and 
Peach Roman-Lagunas hug in hopes of 
their team winning the game. Whatever 
students participated in at night, 
schedules revolved around previous 
commitments. 


I went to Europe on People to People. It was so 

incredible go back to where I was born in Russia. It was 

breathtaking." Serafima Golembo, 

0 sophomore 

As students gather full backpacks and winter coats and 
load their cars, some look forward to a relaxing evening 
watching Jenny Jones and TRL, while others munch 
fingernails, worrying about how they will fit in their 
plans. Between 2:45 p.m. and 7:45 a.m., students form 
their personality depending on what they do by night... 

□ Students volunteer at Community Hospital as candy 
stripers or flip burgers to make money to spend in their 
free time. Watching television and playing video games 
constitutes what procrastinators do instead on 
untouched homework. 

□ Practicing everyday after school, students wholeheartedly 
put themselves into their sport. Indianapolis equals 
success as theGirls’ Swimming sends seven swimmers to 
State and finishes 33 rd , while junior Tim Hunt finishes 4th 
at WrestlersState. 

□ Boys in suits and girls in sparkles grace the Common’s 
floor during the Homecoming and Turnabout dances. 
Spending weeks finding the perfect dress or the ideal suit, 
students let loose for a night of dancing and dinner. 

Between preparing for a biology project and meeting at 
Schoop’s for a mickey burger with cheese fries, students 
weigh the opportunities night time holds. Students make 
choices and prioritize duties by night. 
by night 
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Night on the Town 

Tucked away in Starbucks, juniors 
Amanda Spivey and Julie Spear sip on 
their specialty drinks after the Winter 
Homecoming dance where Dr. Scat's 
strumming guitars and pounding drums 
reverberated throughout the Com- 


mons. Wearing nothing but a homemade 
"Big 6" shirt and gloves, Kyle Hayes, 
junior, braves the cold on the sidelines 
during football season. Between school 
and homework, students opted to utilize 
their time to its highest potential by 
spending it with friends. 


i i/hat is the 

weirdest thing you did? 

"I liked to make music. I made CDs 
of electronica and rock. I sounded 
different. Besides, I wanted to get a 
record deal. I had all the recording 

devices. -Tyson Blake, 

freshman 

□ "I spent an hour after school doing 


□ 


quickness and agility drills to 
improve for football. Football 

painful but fun." 


was 


-David Hansen, 
junior 


"I liked to tinker with little 
inventions. I was always interested 
in making things to make life easier. 
I created contraptions to perform 
some sort of task whether it was 
useful or not." 


-Andrew Schumacher, 
senior 


"Travelling to Europe with my 
family. We tried to travel every 


every 

year, and seeing all the different 

Ty unique." 


-Yasemin Zeytinoglu, 


Cheer Block 

Eagerly anticipating the next move of the Mustangs 
while freezing in the stands, Kristen Shelton, senior, 
and Karen Lindemann, junior, grasp hands in 
excitement. Withstanding the cold with 
"wifebeaters," scarves and gloves on, Kristen and 
Karen cheer them on to a 7-0 victory against Lowell 
on Homecoming. 


junior 


by night 
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to a different beat 

In search of their favorite bands. Nova. They went to the resale shop 
freshmen Aaron Jemigan and Chris to find music of their taste for prices 
Hansel flip through CDs at Bossa lower than those at other stores. 





When students roll out of bed and into class Monday 
morning, they immediately begin looking forward to the 
coming of the weekend. The weekend doesn’t start at 
quite the same time for each person, but it nevertheless 
represents the same thing for everyone: freedom. 


The familiar, welcoming bell rang, 
signaling the end of sixth hour. Students 
rushed out of their classrooms, jamming 
the hallways and packing the exits. They 
ran to their cars, frantically unlocking the 
doors in order to leave the lot first. This 
kind of chaos only happened once a 
week at 2:45 p.m. on Friday. 

The mood of a Friday surrounded 
students as they conversed with friends 
about weekend plans. With approx- 
imately 48 hours to fill, students made 
the most of their time. Splitting the days 
between obligations and free time, 
students balanced the activites equally. 
Because of Chicago's closeness, licensed 
drivers frequently visited the Windy City 
for a day of shopping, a nighttime 
concert or a home team sporting event. 

"Chicago was a wealth of options," 
Tedi Vlahu, junior, said. "You couldn't 
go wrong going there for the night. With 
all of the shops, attractions and people 
there, boredom didn't stand a chance." 

Juniors and seniors often relied on the 
near city as a resort for the night. 

My Time 


However, other students who couldn't 
drive decided to stay in town. Whether 
sleeping over at a friend's or catching the 
latest flick at Showplace, they used 
imagination to think of activities that 
didn't involve much transportation. 

"My parents took us to the movies at 
Showplace and to my friends' houses," 
Jillian Balazs, freshman, said. "Since I 
couldn't drive, it was hard to come up 
with creative and fun things to do, and 
many times we ended up doing the same 
thing as the last weekend." 

Rest and relaxation encompassed 
much of the time students spent on 
themselves in their time off. Because of 
the typically rigorous schedule of 
waking up at the crack of dawn five days 
a week, by the time the weekend came, 
students anticipated the rest. 

continued on page 71 

putting heart into it 

In his bedroom Keith Sorrels, senior, practices his 
guitar. His band. Table 9, made Battle of the Bands 
two years in a row. "IT s all about having fun," Keith 
said. "ITs one thing when you play for people and 
another when people dig what you play." 



68 


m 

5 $ 






slip and slide 

Hands and feet linked together, 
juniors Andrew Lautz, Joe Fray and 
Sean Pikosz lounge on the waterslide 
in Joe's pool. "At the start of school, 
it was great; we could spend lots of 
time outside at the pool," Sean said. 



chi-town express 

At the Hammond train station, Liz 
Olley, junior, waits for the South 
Shore to arrive during Christmas 
vacation, "I didn't want to worry 
about driving on the expressway/' Liz 
said. "Also, 1 didn't have to be 
concerned about parking my car." 

show time 

Before Sarah Grauvogl, senior, runs 
off to work at Red Lobster, Lisa 
Pleitner, senior, checks the paper for 
movie listings and times. "Because I 
didn't want to miss out on spending 
time with my friends, I decided to 
meet up with Lisa when work was 
over," Sarah said. 




little italy 

Dressed like their characters, 
freshmen Stephanie Angelich and 
Chrissy Burke read their scripts at 
freshman Rachel Anderson's murder 
mystery party. The girls received 
invitations to the party where friends 
investigated to find the guilty guest. 

coasting down 

As he prepares to jump, Justin 
Gulotta, sophomore, glides down the 
slopes of The Pines in Valparaiso. "I 
watched it on TV and always thought 
it would be fun to try," Justin said. 

My Time 


69 




munch time 

As her teeth sink into her four-inch 
sandwich, Kelly Gajewski, senior, 
samples a meal at Grinders. Students 
often went to restaurants in their 
spare time for enjoyment. 


When does 

weeR 


ur 


“The weekend didn’t start for me until I got to my 
final destination. If I wanted to get to the movies 
and I didn’t get there until 7 p.m., then my 
weekend would start at 7 p.m." 

Brooke Berry, junior 

“Friday. 7 p.m. That was about the time I got to 
chill out and finally relax after of week of school 
and stressing. I hung out with friends and went 
out to dinner. There was tons of stuff to do in 
Funster.” 

Julie Streeter, senior 

“2:45 p.m. on Friday. It was the second school got 
out because that was the time that I got to choose 
what to do. I usually went home, played pool or 
basketball, did some homework and slept.” 

Bob Hoffman, sophomore 


hope floats 

Carefully fan-folding the tissue 
pomps, sophomores Alyssa Hath- 
away, Jill Sinchak and Valerie Myszak 
work on their Tigger float, their first 
attempt at building floats. 


mechanical mind 

Lying on his side, Chuck Mamich, 
junior, fiddles with his equipment 
in order to revamp his 1972 Camaro. 
He spent his free time working on 
cars and hoped to make a career out 
of it. "The car was in good, driveable 
condition when I got it; but to get it 
the way I wanted it, 1 needed to redo 
everything," Chuck said. 

My Time 


catching a few winks 

As Ray Fandl, junior, enters a dreamy 
state, time ticks away. With busy week 
schedules of school and extra- 
curricular activitiess, students waited 
for the weekend to catch up on sleep. 
"Sometimes I should have been 
studying for a big test or working for 
my dad, but it felt good to be able to 
lie down and take a nap," Ray said. 







winding the 

oardown 


continued from page 69 

"The weekends were my time," Derek 
Newell, sophomore, said. "I slept late 
every day that I could, but the weekend 
was the one time without restrictions. 
Sleeping wasted away a big part of the 
day, but I had to deal with that because I 
needed the all of that rest." 

Even in their extra time, some 
still chose to learn in the evening 
or weekend hours. As if five 
days in school wasn't en- 
ough, students took part in 
various musical lessons. 

"I took piano lessons 
every week," Elbe Porte, 
senior, said. "Playing an 
instrument was a very 
relaxing experience. 1 started 
taking lessons because I knew 
that it was something 1 would- 
n't get to learn in school." 

Dividing the weekend between 
friends and significant others, students 
made the choice of who to go with. 

"Usually one night 1 did something 
with my girlfriend and the other night 1 
did something with another regular 
friend," Pat lianas, senior, said. 

As the weekend came to a close, 
students switched back into school mode 
with their clothes laid out and their 
homework filed into their backpacks. 
Falling asleep, they have only weekend 
memories as they anticipate the next. 

My Time 


playing princess 

After Homecoming's half-time 
festivities. Homecoming court 
member Desiree Ballanco, senior, 
cheers in the stands with her class. 
Braving the cold, Desiree and the 
other court members withstood the 
weather while accepting their 
flowers and nominations. 


toss it up 

Involved in a game of catch, juniors 
Hannah Lodge and Sarah Kelley and 
Greg Schneider, senior, take time 
away from tailgating, while Andy 
Kennedy, senior, picks out a piece of 
chicken in the South parking lot 
before a football game. 


•rs 


/r 
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reaching out 


To fulfill her obligation to make a 
difference, Renee Albrecht-Mallinger, 
sophomore, spends time interacting 
with an autistic child. Although 
certain obligations had little reward, 
some still produced self-satisfaction. 

nightly nuisance 

Frustrated with Algebra 2 problems 
scattered across the page, Emily Yttri, 
sophomore, works out a solution. "It 
was disappointing to spend all week 
in school and weekends finishing up 
homework," Emily said. 




what were the 

pros ana cons of family time? 

“It wasn’t necessarily all bad. You got a little different 
perspective on things than always talking to your 
friends. Your family could think of something about a 
situation that you didn’t.” 

Adam Wesolowski, junior 

“Most of the time I enjoyed spending time with my family. 
There were times, though, when I couldn’t stand them. 

Too much time got to be a bad thing.” 

Liz Anderson, sophomore 
“I didn’t mind spending time with my family on the 
weekends. It wasn’t too bad. We actually had a lot of fun 
eating dinner out, bowling or watching movies.” 

Amit Shah, sophomore 

hitting it off 

Ready to return her fifth grade sister "Family was important, so I made 
Nicoletta's volley, Michelle Coduti, sure I spent time with both my sisters 
senior, enjoys a game of ping-pong. and my friends," Michelle said. 


Their Time 



dirty work 

Taking on a few chores around the 

house, Beth Herrin, sophomore, 
maneuvers her vacuum cleaner. 
"Vacuuming had to be done, and I 
usually ended up doing it," Beth said. 
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From the start of the weekend, students find they do 
not always have as much time as they presume. 
Ranging from family obligations to part-time job 
priorities, students must manage their time to fit in 
responsibilities with other weekend pleasures. 


Opening her eyes on the first day of 
the weekend, Janet Pleitner, sophomore, 
knew that she couldn't spend her 
morning sleeping in. With a list of chores 
to finish, she rose to tackle all of the tasks 
that her parents presented her. 

"My parents made me do chores all 
the time," Janet said. "I had to clean the 
house, do the dishes, do all the laundry, 
dust and lots of other things. I spread it 
out though, so it wasn't so bad." 

While tasks around the house kept 
students at home, others also stayed to 
spend time with their families. Because 
time seemed hard to find during the 
week, many devoted a part of their 
weekend to their parents and siblings. 

"Occasionally on the weekends, I did 
a big family thing with everybody," 
Jimmy Bochnowski, freshman, said. "It 
didn't take up the whole day, so I didn't 
really mind when I had to do it." 

Some students, however, expressed 


far less enthusiasm at the prospect of 
losing a chunk of their break time. 

"I tried to get away from doing things 
with my parents when I could," Jenny 
Nelson, sophomore, said. "Usually, I 
only stayed when they asked me to." 

Keeping a job during the school year 
also meant working for a large part of 
the weekend in many cases. Despite the 
fact that a job could make the weekend 
seem like it never existed, some students 
easily dealt with the lack of time. 

"I devoted my free time to work at 
Meijer," Paul Sikora, sophomore, said. "I 
wanted to get a car, so I was willing to 
work and spend time to get it." 

Whether students liked or hated the 
responsibilities they had over the 
weekend, their duties took time away 
from a break that seemed too short. Even 
though Janet had to clean her house, she 
knew that she still had time to do what 
she really wanted to do. 
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garbage duty 

With hands full Chris Pykosz, junior, 
makes his way to the curb to get rid 
of a week's worth of trash. Although 
the cold required Chris to bundle up, 
he still completed the task at his 
parents' request. "My parents made 
me take out the garbage every week," 
Chris said. "It wasn't really a pain, 
and I eventually got used to it." 


weekend grooming 

Early Sunday morning, J.P. Hus, 
junior, combs his hair as he prepares 
for church. Although J.P. rushed to 
leave every morning, he always 
found time to look presentable. 
"Even though I had to get up early 
and take time to get ready," J.P. said, 
"I really didn't mind." 


Their Time 









ours 


Despite the length of the school day, many students 
still feel the urge to encourage their talents off of 
school grounds with a variety of classes or lessons 


Eyeing the second hand of the clock 
in their last class, most students awaited 
the release from the obligation to learn 
at the sound of the bell. For many, 
however, their learning experiences 
continued outside of school doors. 

Taking advantage of tutoring to help 
him review, Ray Fandl, junior, put in 
extra time after the school day ended. 

"I was tutored once a week for help 
in algebra," Ray said. "It was good to get 
one-on-one advice on the stuff I 
struggled with, and I didn't really mind 
spending time on it." 

In spite of busy schedules, students 
made time to take instructional lessons 
that appealed to one of their interests. 
Taking a trip to a local gym proved a 
common way to learn for them. 

"I took Tae-Kwon-Do at Omni 41 
three times a week," Andrew Lee, 
freshman, said. "I always wanted to 
learn it, and it gave me that chance to 
learn self defense and keep myself in 
good physical shape." 

Students often found that they didn't 
have to travel very far to participate in 
something that caught their attention. 
Dance and music served as local options 
for those who wanted to perfect a skill 
and expand the range of their abilities. 


"Since I liked dance and I was on the 
Dance Team, I took lessons at Susan's 
School of Dance in Munster," Maria 
Stopper, freshman, said. "Practically the 
whole Dance Team went there, and what 
we learned we used to make us better." 

Despite the social appeal involved 
with group learning, students turned to 
individual lessons outside of school as 
an acceptable alternative. 

"My uncle played guitar in a blues 
band, so he really inspired me to start 
playing guitar," T.J. Surma, freshman, 
said. "I liked how I learned the notes and 
rhythms and how to make everything 
fall into the right place." 

Religious obligations brought some 
students to classes over the weekend. 
Although it seemed like a chore to some, 
others made the most of their time. 

"I took Sunday School classes at the 
Temple since kindergarten," Mike 
Friedman, freshman, said. "The dis- 
cussions that we had over what we had 
learned were really interesting." 

Whether students took a class just for 
fun or had to because of religion, their 
experiences aided them in gaining new 
knowledge in a non-school forum. The 
extra hours individuals put in, they 
thought, proved worthwhile. 




Diligent Dancers 

To brush up on their skills, freshmen 
Kaitlin Rebesco and Laura Lautz 
participate in lessons at Susan's 
School of Dance in Munster. 

Outside Learning 


Members of the Dance Team spent 
their evening together at the dance 
studio as a supplement to regular 
practice. "Going was just something 
the Dance Team did as a group to 
help us get better," Laura said. 
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•Although 
students passed 
most of their day 
listening to 
teachers, some 
actually reversed 
roles outside of 
school and taught 
those of all ages. 

•"I was involved 
as an aide in a 
computer class for 
Munster Parks and 
Recreation that 
was mostly older 
people. It really 
gave me an 
understanding of 
what teachers 
went through." 

Andrew Lautz, 
junior 

•"Growing up as a 
Muslim in America 
was really hard, 
and I liked to help 
the kids in any 
way by sharing my 
experiences." 

Sadia 

Najamuddin, 

senior 

•While students 
often wished that 
they had control of 
their classes, the 
opportunity rarely 
presented itself. By 
going outside the 
school, however, 
some grasped 
leadership. 



Classroom Leader 

Surrounded by kindergarteners. Sara 
Frigo, sophomore, teaches at St. 
Thomas More. When students had 
the opportunity to teach, most 
embraced it with a positive attitude. 

Steady Concentration 

With his eyes intently following the 
music, Chris Mihalo, freshman, 
focuses on the rhythm Taking out- 
of-school lessons for his alto 
saxophone gave Chris the edge he 
needed to succeed with his music. "I 
had to practice at least a little so I'd 
be ready for lessons," Chris said. 





Striking a Chord 

Under the watchful eyes of Mike, his 
instructor, T.J. Surma, freshman, 
hammers out the mistakes in the tune 
he learned. T.J. took lessons at Music 
Lab for a half hour after school to 
sharpen his skills on electric guitar. 


Helpful Pointer 

To explain himself better, Joe Fray, 
junior, points out an example 
problem to Jayne Holly, junior, in her 
Pre-Calculus book. Joe and Jayne met 
whenever a test came up or Jayne had 
a specific question. "It was nice to 
have a friend who could help me 
when I needed it," Jayne said. 

Cooking the Books 

Searching through research materials 
at the library, juniors Evy Watterson 
and Steve Paarlberg try to uncover a 
defense strategy' for their client in The 
Scarlet Letter trials. The group of six 
members tried to prosecute the 
clients of the opposing team by 
finding strategies in Puritan law. 


Outside Learning 
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Sleepin 




From untouchec 
piles of dirty laundry students acquire the skill of 
procrastination by ignoring their obligations 


Stifling a yawn, Andy Kennedy, 
senior, attempted to pry his tired eyes 
open as he finished an entire week's 
worth of AP Calculus homework. 

"We had all of the next week's home- 
work assigned on Friday," Andy said. 
"Then, it would be due on the following 
Thursday. Of course, I would wait until 
Wednesday night to do it." 

Andy, along with many other stu- 
dents, comprised the group known for 
their last minute tactics: the procras- 
tinators. Age, race, IQ and gender didn't 
matter. There remained an abundance of 
procrastinators. 

"I always said, 'Well, I have until 
tomorrow to do it,'" Andy said. 

The wait-until-the-last-minute people 
didn't put off their work because they 
didn't want to do it. Other motives 
directed their reasoning. 

"I procrastinated because my 
extracurriculars took so much time," 
Mike Friedman, freshman, said. "I 
wanted some time for myself." 

Putting off the inevitable had its 
disadvantages, Andy discovered. 

"I would have done better if I had 
studied at the beginning versus the night 


before," Andy said. "There were 'B's that 
should have been 'A's." 

Sometimes procrastination resulted 
from a failure to prioritize one's respon- 
sibilities versus laziness. 

"Homework was my top priority for 
my 'have to' list, but it was far from it on 
my 'want to' list, so I tended to put it off," 
Samantha Watanapongse, junior, said. 

On the other end of the spectrum 
stood the "go-getters." They completed 
their work several days, even weeks, 
before their work completion dates. 

"I finished my work as soon as 
possible because then I had time to have 
fun and hang out with all my friends," 
Shannon Zenos, sophomore, said. 

Students figured out their priorities 
and chose what stood out as most 
important. Whether they used the all- 
night, no sleep tactic or the "just do it" 
approach, finding a balance of work and 
play proved a formidable task. 

Even as Andy scrambled to finish the 
four days worth of calculus problems 
that he had previously put off, he knew 
the immense disadvantage it caused. 
However, he didn't regret his decision of 
making time for himself. 



Task at Hand 

Intent on pocketing the 14 ball, Lee 
Coduti, junior, participates in a game 
of pool at a friend's house with 


thoughts of homework running 
through his head. "Playing pool was 
far more appealing than attending to 
the task at hand," Lee said. 




Complete Concentration 

Deeply immersed in her work, 
Ashley Bowen, sophomore, tries to 
complete her homework while 
waiting for her mom at the library. "1 
tried to finish my work by a certain 
time," Ashley said. "The silence 
helped me finish faster." 


Procrastination 
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Homework Hiatus 

Unable to keep her eyes open any 
longer, Carrie Robinson, senior, falls 
asleep on her homework. With hours 
and hours of work each night, 
students found it difficult to balance 
extracurriculars, jobs and school. 



Dealing with Deadlines 

Thoughts of homework pushed far 
from her mind, Samantha Watana- 
pongse, junior, plays Solitaire instead 
of typing her U.S. History essay. 
"Homework was not a fun thing to 
do, and it was even easier to put all 
of it off," Samantha said. 


Study Buddies 

Utilizing her time effectively, Terryn 
Funston, senior, reads Othello for 
Honors World Literature with her 
grandpa. "When 1 visited him, I also 
took the opportunity to get home- 
work done," Terryn said. "He just 
liked my company." 



m Find out where you fit. 

Are yW<fcrastinator? unrelenting procrastinator 

an obsessive go-getter. 



responsibilities. Yes 


Congratulations, you’re 
normal, at least by these 
standards. 


U P a'lght 

"You've gof 
mail." As the 
familiar, friendly 
words greeted 
Jimmy Knesek, 
freshman, when 
he signed on, the 
temptation began. 

"I knew that if I 
ended up talking 
to people or 
visiting fun sites, I 
would have to 
stay up later, and 
I wouldn't finish 
my homework," 
Jimmy said. 

Finally 

succumbing to 
the enticing 
option of peeking 
into the online 
world of skating 
and mountain 
biking, Jimmy 
started his online 
adventure for an 
hour and a half. 
Well aware of the 
disadvantages, he 
pointed and 
clicked his way to 
a late night 
online. 

Procrastination 
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Dominating Defense 

To stop state-ranked Lowell, Tony 
Doesburg (10), junior, and seniors 
Brian Balkam (50) and Dan Mize 
(84), halt Lowell's offensive 
advance. "Our defense was the 
reason our team was so successful," 
Kevin Kutansky (7), junior, said. 

Recordbreaker 

With three broken records to top off 

his varsity career, Tom Royal (12), 
senior, kicks a return. During the 
season Royal broke the records for 
receiving and consecutive extra 
point attempts in one and two 
seasons. "Tom was our go-to guy on 
offense," Brian Balkam (50), senior, 
said. "He had a great season." 


Lifting Team Spirits 

Helmets held high, the Mustangs 
gather for their team chant. Every 
game, win or loss. Coach Leroy 
Marsh, health teacher, called the 
team together and had someone 
lead a chant to lift the team's spirits. 


Football 


Play for Keeps 

Looking for a hole in the defense, 
Steve Smith (32), sophomore, tries 
to break through Lowell's line. 
Munster beat Lowell, ranked 
second in the state, in their second 
shutout game of the season, 7-0. 


Wise Words 

Exchanging words of support, Dan 
Mize (84), senior, reassures Jim 
Cuban (71), sophomore. Though 
the team hit a three-game losing 
streak, they bounced back to win 
the next four games. 





Holding Ground 
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7-29 

Griffith 

14-27 

Hammond 

25-0 

Highland 

7-0 

Lowell 

38-30 

Roosevelt 


Sectionals 

24-7 
34-10 


Highland 

Griffith 


Despite four consecutive losses, the football team 
perseveres in a season of surprises and 
disappointments. From the spirit raising win at 
Highland to the rain soaked loss at Hammond, the 
team accepts the bad with the good. 


Rough Riders 

With two minutes left in the game and Munster in position 
to beat top-ranked Lowell, a buzz of excitement shot through 
the stands. Students and alumni alike crowded against the 
filmsy fence separating the field. 

Though the season had its rough times, the team also 
achieved unexpected success, despite the popular opinion. 

"We were motivated by almost everybody saying we 
weren't going to be any good and doubting our abilities on 
the field," Mike Mirabelli, senior, said. 

People lowered expectations for the team because of its lack 
of experience and abundance of youth. The season began with 
wins versus Gavit and Morton before it hit a rough patch. 

"There was a point where we lost four straight games," 
Assistant Coach, Mr. Robert McCall, English teacher, said. "It 
took the Bridge game to get the team excited again." 

Munster won at Sectionals for the first time in several years. 
Two victories in a single season over long time rival Highland 
and shutting out Lowell, ranked second in the state, only 
compounded that glory. The season ended with a 7-4 record. 

As the final second of the game ticked away, the crowds 
surged. Students of every grade and alumni stormed the field 
with exhilarated cries of victory. 

Having a Ball 

Together three hours a day, four days a week, the football 
team couldn't help but become close. 

"They were like a second family to 
me," Tom Royal, senior, said. 

Through the tough losses and the 
exciting victories, the team continued to 
work hard and persevere. Many 
memorable times came off the field. 

"The best times, I remember, were in 
the locker room with all the guys," Mike 
Mirabelli, senior, said. "People would be 
joking or dancing around the room." 

No matter what went on on the field, 
the players still had moments they found 
worthwhile to remember. 

"I will never forget the chant after the 
Griffith game," Tom Lee, junior, said. "Even 
though we lost the game, we still did the 
Mustang chant." 

The boys proved that football 
provided more than a chance to hone 
athletic skills. Along with all the hard work 
and dedication came building moments 
that bind a team together. 


LAC Record 

2-3 

LAC All Conference 

Mike Boyle 
Tom Royal 
Brad Nykiel 
Mike Mirabelli 
Alex Topete 


Why Did You 
Play Football ? 


“It was great going out there 
and playing in front of a 
crowd. Just the chance of 
making a big play in front of 
everybody in a big game 
made it all worth while.” 
Tony Doesburg, junior 
“I just loved playing the 
game, hitting people and 
getting hit.” 

Louis Mazza, junior 

“I got really close to my 
friends because we were 
together so much.” 

Eric Rosiak, senior 


“It was the only sport I could 
play and hit people. I liked 
the coaches, the parties 
and being able to go talk to 
Coach Marsh.” 

Allen Hill, junior 


Football 




High Spirits 

Enthusiastically cheering for the 
Mustangs, Tim Webb (78), junior, 
shows his team spirit. "When we 
were at home we should have felt 
the homefield advantage," Webb 
said. "When we were away, we 
could turn it into an advantage." 





Freshman Football Team (first row) Scott Starewicz, Jon Caddick, Wally Cirafesi, 
Jerred Zukanovich, Josh Martin, Bart Banach, Bill Lewis (second row) James 
Grunewald, Andrew Spivey, Mike Lee, Brian Bokowy, Nick Cosme, Brian Hayes, 
Rob Larson, Mike Yatsko (third row) Pete Ciric, Nick Smith, Mike McCarthy, Tony 
Spinosa, Steve Szwet, Ryan Bowers, Tony Nishimora (fourth row) Pat Kunka, John 
Perkins, Jeff Schmidt, Mike Penman, Brian Kuhn, Alex Gikas, Bryan Adams, Mike 
Van Vossen (fifth row) Scott Sherwood, Nick hgnatz, Josh Caddick, Dave Paliga, 
Kris Renzi, Brent Olson, Dave Estrada, Adam Kaufman, Justin Libak (back row) 
Coach Brian Vance, Coach Matt Backs 
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Varsity Football Team (front row ) Mike Mirabelli, Tom Royal, Eric Rosiak, Sean Greenya, Joe 
Flores, Steve Steele, Andy Rice, Dan Anderson (second row) Dave Daniels, Alex Topete, Brian 
Balkam, Mike Boyle, Mike Bahner, Brian Lemer, Dan Mize, Tony Doesburg, Chuck Mamich (third 
row) Bilal Ornery, Louis Mazza, Adam Castor, Tom Lee, Brad Nykiel , Blake Noland, Greg Eckrich, 
Joe Schiemdl (fourth row) Allen Hill, James Pavisian, Ashraf Abu-aita, Adam Jadryev, Ed 
Harrington, Dave Dziubczynski, Rob Zacny, Tim Webb, David Hansen (fifth row) Joe Jaksich, 
Mike Vrabel, David Noel, Andy Doesburg, Alex Pilawski, Victor Zerngast, Max Ntiamoah, Steve 
Smith, Tony Calabrese, Mike Helfen (sixth row) Lee Murphy, Michael McCullough, Adam Del 
Rio, Brian Szymanski, Jon Pleitner, Dave Watson, Derek Newell, Ivan Fitzgerald, Mario Zerngast, 
Jim Cuban, Brett Navarro (seventh row) Shane Hendron, Chris Herr, Lucas Yothment, Austin 
Grow, Tim Daugherty, Joe Skertich, Mark Botterman, Steve Fandl, Jim Phelan, Jim Gonzales (back 
row) Patrick Doherty, Trainer John Doherty, Coach Brian Clark, Coach Brian Vance, Coach Bob 
Shinkan, Coach Leroy Marsh, Coach Tom Largus, Coach Scott McAlistar, Coach Ryan Ridgley, 


Football 
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Perfect Focus 

Completely concentrating on the 
words of Coach Tom Largus, Tom 
Lee (51), junior, focuses on the 
defensive schemes. "I was sad to 
see the season end because of the 
people," Lee said. "Everyone cared 
about everyone." 

Jumping for Joy 

Ecstatic about another touchdown, 
Mike Mirabelli (5), senior, tries to 
get the fans cheering. Munster won 
back the Bridge trophy for the first 
time in two years Sept. 22. 


Holding Ground 


continued from page 79 


Painful Plays 


Assisted by the athletic trainer, Mr. 
John Doherty, and fellow player 
Alex Pilawski (6), sophomore, 
Victor Zerngast (24), sophomore, 
hobbles off the field. "We had a lot 
of injuries that we had to play 
through, but all our guys even- 
tually came back," Brian Balkam 
(50), senior, said. 
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Sweet Strains of Victory 4-3-1 

In disbelief Tony Doesburg, junior, stood in the endzone 
for the first time in his varsity career at one of the most 
anticipated games of the season. 

"It was so hyped up to be a big game," Eric Rosiak, senior, 
said. "It was like a championship." 

For the past two years. Highland dominated Munster. This 
year, winning the "Battle of the Bridge" offered no option. 

"We lost the bridge to Highland sophomore year," Tom 
Royal, senior, said. "It was great to get the bridge back. " 

Royal scored the first points of the game by kicking a 27 
yard field goal. Munster led at the end of the first half, 3-0. 

Then the real action began. With 5:31 left in the third quarter, 
Doesburg scored the first touchdown of the game. 

"I couldn't believe I got in the end zone," Doesburg said. 

"It was a great, being able to contribute to such a big game." 

In the fourth quarter, Dave Daniels, senior, converted for 
two points on a Highland fumble. Doesburg proceeded to 
score two more touchdowns. Royal made both extra point 
kicks. The defense also made their share of contributions. 

"Outstanding team defense definitely won the game," 
Assistant Coach Scott McAlister, social studies teacher, said. 

Munster not only reclaimed the much sought after Bridge 
trophy, but also had their first shut out game of the season, 
handing rival Highland a 25-0 loss. 

The trophy came home along with all the other benefits. 

"Beating Highland was a pride thing," Mike Mirabelli, 
senior, said. "It gave us bragging rights." 

For Doesburg the game offered an unforgettable evening 
full of heroics and excitement. 

More Than A Game 

Looking beyond the physical aspects, many players 
discovered that football involved far more than sport. All the 
blood, sweat and tears that they shed over a roller coaster 
season didn't fall for nothing. 

"Football was one of the hardest things along with high 
school," Mike Boyle, senior, said. "You came out of it a lot 
stronger. You learned to use mental toughness to overcome 
any obstacles. If you could do that, you could do anything." 

Some players felt football taught players teamwork and 
unity, two qualities that playing the game demanded. 

"Eleven players must play as one," Nick Kikolas, junior, 
said. "I learned how much a team has to work together to 
succeed. The coaches always told us you have 48 minutes to 
play but a lifetime to remember." 

For some, football provided a personal test of endurance 
and strength of one's will. These things gave players energy 
to plow through the rough times. 

"It tests what you can do and how far you can push 
yourself," Louis Mazza, junior, said. "If you couldn't do 

something, it was probably 
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because of a mental block." 

Through heartbreaking 
losses and triumphant 
victories, the team remained 
unified. While often "just a 
game," players learned that 
no outcome could measure 
their level of success. 
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Bumpy Road 

As he accepts his 7th place award 
at Conference, Kyle Hathaway, 
senior, thinks he could have done 
better. "The cold weather caught 
me off guard," Hathaway said. 
"Conference was just the first step; 
I knew I wasn't stopping there." 


Qun r Concentration 

Before the Highland Invite, Richie 
White, junior, takes a moment to 
stretch and gather his thoughts. "I 
was disappointed," White said. "1 
knew I should have done better; I 
had beaten the kid who got first a 
week earlier at Lowell." 


Boys' Cross Country Team (front row) John Keplinger, Don Yamtich, David 
Restler, Dustin Moriarty, Alex Cheng, Brett Stewart (back row) Robbie 
Bielawski, Richie White, Mike Ristic, Kyle Hathaway, Chris Koschnitzky, 
Gadeir Abbas, Coach Aaron Brown 


Big Picture 

Eyes on the finish line, Mike Ristic, 
junior, treks along with deter- 
mination. "I tried to focus on the 
end of the race and picture myself 
finishing," Ristic said. 

Ready, Set, Go 

Amid a chaotic mass of com- 
petitors, Kyle Hathaway, senior, 
and Richie White, junior, take off at 
the sound of a gun. The two boys 
each advanced to Semi-State 
without the team. 

Boys’ Cross Country 





At the Beginning 

Starting out with the potential to make it to 
Semi-State, Boys’ Cross Country learns the hard 
way that every runner counts. They also soon 
find that cross country involves more than just 
long-distance running. 


Keeping the Faith 

Not many sports teams could go through a season without 
experiencing ups and downs. The Boys' Cross Country Team 
wavered between peaks and disappointments. 

Conference produced positive and negative results. Richie 
White, junior, finished first overall with his best time of 16 
minutes. However, the team's performance didn't measure 
up to its expectations. They took fourth place out of 13 teams. 

One drawback of the season involved the loss of Gadeir 
Abbas, junior, who developed a stress fracture in his thighbone 
and couldn't run at either Sectionals or Regionals. 

"It was really sad; we only missed Semi-State by four 
points," Abbas said. "I felt like I could have made up for it." 

Although the team didn't end up advancing to Semi-State, 
Hathaway and White qualified individually, a significant 
accomplishment for both of them. 

"Making Semi-State had been a goal of mine since my first 
year as a freshman," Hathaway said. 

The season undoubtedly varied between triumph and 
defeat. Although they didn't reach Semi-State, according to 
co-captain Chris Koschnitzky, senior, the boys ended up 
turning out a successful season. 

Peculiar Practices 

During practice, seniors Kyle Hathaway and Chris 
Koschnitzky spotted an inanimate, 
bushy-tailed object lying in their path. 
They picked up the dead squirrel and 
amused themselves by tossing it around 
in a pouch. This strange encounter 
turned into a superstition. 

"We noticed that squirrels often 
crossed our path during morning 
practices," Koschnitzky said. "We 
started saying things like 'we've been 
blessed' whenever they crossed the 
road." 


What have you 

LEARNED? 


“I learned that being a 
cross country runner is an 
enigma: you can’t explain 
it to someone outside the 
circle. It’s like a club." 
Chris Koschnitzky, 
senior 
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‘“Pants optional’ days were 
definitely the key to 
success. Boxer runs 
taught me how to pick up 
girls.” 

Don Yamtich, freshman 

“I learned that I could beat 
people who were better 
than me through the right 
kind of training and hard 
work.” 

Richie White, junior 


Aside from furry friends, a rather 
puzzling source of motivation involved 
a character named Little Who-vy. 

"In times of desperation, we looked 
to our team inspiration Little Who-vy," 
Gadeir Abbas, junior, said. "Since he 
was in a cage, he didn't get to see the 
sunlight; but he still ran his heart out." 

The team proved that cross country 
entailed more than just the athletic 
aspect. A colorful combination of dead 
animals and invisible prisoners made 


the season one to remember. 


Boys' Cross Country 





Winding Down 

At the last race of the season, 

Amanda Shike, freshman, traverses 
the Semi-State course. "We looked 
at where we stood, and we knew it 
would end there," Shike said. 


Back in Action 

Teeth clenched in an effort to ignore 
the frigid air, Katy Stine, junior, jogs 
at a steady pace. She entered the 
season with a back injury but 
recovered quickly. "I didn't even 
expect to be running in October," 
Stine said. "At Semi-State I just 
wanted to run it like my last race 
so that it wouldn't be (the last)." 

Separate but United 

Careful to maintain a fair distance 
from her teammate Nikki William- 
son, sophomore, Amanda Shike, 
freshman heads toward the finish 
line. Williamson came in 78th at 
Semi-State and Shike 92nd. "For the 
most part, we ran as a team; but at 
Semi-State I think everyone just 
tried to do their individual best." 





Girls' Cross Country Team (front row) Michelle Potter, 
Maribeth Sarnecki, Julia Konopasek, Nikki 
Williamson, Amanda Shike (second row) Amber 
LaReau, Kathy Spence, Carolyn Marinier, Amanda 
Shike, Jillian Vega, Laura Dunn (back row) Caroline 
Camp, Jenny Yamtich, Amy Blue, Katy Stine, Coach 
Darlene Shike 

Girls’ Cross Country 


Hard Day's Work 

Bent over, Kathy Spence, senior, 

catches her breath at Semi-State. 
"We're used to running on grass; 
the course was a lot harder because 
of all the dunes," Spence said. 
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Trailblazers 

Despite injuries, the Girls’ Cross Country Team 
defies the odds by making its first-ever Semi-State 
appearance. Earning such success gives the girls 
an undeniable feeling of satisfaction. 


Climbing to the Top 


Most teams create goals at the beginning of each season. 
This team knew what they wanted much earlier. 

The girls recognized their need to increase and intensify 
summer practices in order to attain their goal. But the team 
received a potentially serious blow when co-captain Katy Stine, 
junior, discovered she had a herneated disk, most likely from 
Dance Team, and could not run the entire season. 

"I was pretty devastated, but then I went to a second doctor 
who told me I would be able to run," Stine said. "My goal had 
been just to be running by Conference. By mid-September I 
came back, but I had to pace myself." 

The team captured their long-awaited dream by finishing 
second out of 10 teams at the Lemon Lake Regional meet. 
Reaching a goal required inspiration and support, so the girls 
turned to their coach for motivation. 

"It helped that I ran right with the girls," Coach Shike said. 
"They said, 'If that old lady can do it, then we can.'" 

Whatever motivation the girls used proved successful. They 
came out of the season feeling fulfilled from forming a common 
goal and overcoming all obstacles to accomplish it. 

So Much to Smile About 


Describe the season 

IN ONE PHRASE. 


Overwhelmed by fatigue and drenched in sweat, Amy Blue, 
senior, focused on the finish line. After pushing herself for a 
few more seconds, a gratifying shower of cheers greeted her. 

The Conference meet at Lowell provided several season 
highlights. Blue ran her personal best of 15:39, landing her 
first place. In addition, the team snatched the title of 
Conference Champions. Not only did 
the girls bring something home, but 
Coach Darlene Shike received Con- 
ference Coach of the Year. 

"I was really happy; Conference was 
a big deal for me," Blue said. 

The girls' performance at Regionals 
took them to Semi-State for the first time. 
Blue, Amanda Shike, freshman, and 
Nikki Williamson, sophomore, qualified 
individually. The next step involved 
preparation for the Semi-State meet. 

"It was more of a mental preparation 
at that point," Coach Shike said. "New 
Prairie was a difficult course, steep and 
sandy with lots of water and gulleys." 

Although they didn't get to State, the 
girls felt satisfied with coming as far as 
they did. Their accomplishments will 
remain long after they leave the team to 
new members. 


“Any goal was 
reachable.” 

Amy Blue, senior 

“Hard work pays off in the 
end.” 

Amanda Shike, 
freshman 

“Running in a pack.” 

Nikki Williamson, 
sophomore 

Trapped in Rhythm 

Deeply embedded in thought, 
Amy Blue, senior, races by an 
crowd of on-lookers. Both her 
boyfriend and mother attended 
her meets. "Their support really 
helped; it was just nice having 
people there," Blue said. 
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Roughing It 


With goals of breaking 200 turning into reality and 
dreams of playing on the varsity team springing into 
action for Kelly Fernandez, Girls’ Golf drives their 
way to a 500 season and sixth place at Sectionals. 


8-8 

Girls' 

Golf 

224-210 

Portage 

206-184 

Marquette 

8 m 

Kankakee 
Valley Invite 

13 ,h 

Renessalear 

Invite 

4«h 

Penn Invite 

222-210 

Chesterton 

10 ,h 

Marquette 

Invite 

219-196 

Crown Point 

199-237 

Valparaiso 

220-257 

Wheeler 

211-227 

Merrillville 

209-219 

Andrean 

203-178 

Lake Central 

213-216 

Hanover 

Central 

194-202 

Lowell 

13" 1 

La Porte 
Invite 

201-229 

Bishop Noll 

210-234 

Kankakee 

Valley 

Section. 

sis 

6 ,h 

Forest Park 


Young Star 


During the midsummer try-outs, Kelly Fernandez, 
freshman, tried her hardest in hopes of merely finding a place. 

"1 had no intentions of making the varsity roster," 
Fernandez said. "I felt very nervous because I did not think I 
was even going to make the team." 

Fernandez not only made the team, she earned a sought 
after spot on the varsity roster, typically for upperclassmen. 

"She was a great addition, and we were happy to have her 
on the team," Emily Sterner, senior, said. "For a first-time 
varsity player, she adapted very quickly and will be a star." 

Fernandez turned into one of the team's top five golfers. 
She made a huge difference in the team scores and impressed 
many, according to Coach Jim Davidson. Unfortunately, she 
hurt her wrist and could not participate in the events three 
days before the sectional meet. 

"I was extremely disappointed," Fernandez said. "I realized 
that I still had three more Sectionals to compete in, and I would 
have the chance to show myself at those." 

As she looked back to the midsummer dreams of playing 
on the team and the sectional-play-stopping injury, Fernandez 
counted this season as unforgettable. 


Birdies and Bonding 

Basking in the warm sunlight in 
Stemer's backyard, the golf team 
celebrated the beginning of their season 
with a cookout. Spending time together 
as a team helped members grow closer 
and play on a higher level. 

Prior to every meet Sterner presented 
the girls with words of wisdom and 
encouragement while they munched on 
gourmet meals provided by a teammate. 

"Before each meet a celebration took 
place," Katie Paliga, junior, said. "We 
feasted, bonded and psyched up for the 
nearing meet that day." 

Each girl developed her own special 
superstition to rely on throughout the 
season for good luck. Sterner leaped 
around the greens, performing jumping 
jacks while Fernandez refused to play 
with anything other than Top Flite balls 
and red trademark Munster tees. 

Whether spending their summer days 
at team cookouts or bringing a key part 
of their sport into school for the day, the 
team turned their season into something 
more special and memorable. 


What were the best 

MOMENTS OF THE SEASON? 

“Breaking 200, beating 
Valparaiso and placing sixth 
at Sectionals were the 
greatest moments of the 
season. Everyone showed 
the talent that they were 
capable of performing." 
Coach Jim Davidson 

“My best moments were a 
tie between the last week of 
the season when the team 
brought me balloons, cake 
and presents, and walking 
off the course in the final 
practice, seeing every girl 
waiting for me after a 
successful season.” 
Emily Sterner, senior 

“The best moment of the 
year was competing and 
playing every day. I never 
had the opportunity to do so 
before I was on the team.” 
Kelly Fernandez, 
freshman 
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Holding On 

With a tight grip on the putter, Kelly 
Fernandez, freshman, releases her 
shot on the ball. As the only 
freshman on the team, Fernandez 
learned many lessons. 


Driving Force 


As she follows through, Emily 
Sterner, senior, perfects her form. 
"We used the driving range to work 
on our stroke," Sterner said. 

Measuring Up 

Eyeing the ball and judging the 

distance to the hole, Jennifer Lee, 
junior, lines up her putt. "With 
uneven greens we had to observe the 
course to be successful," Lee said. 


Girls' Golf Team ( front row) Richelle Medellin, Katie Paliga, 
Raechelle Medellin, Emily Montgomery, Valerie Hauter (back 
row) Coach Jim Davidson, Jennifer Lee, Emily Sterner, Kelly 
Fernandez, Katharine Austgen, Amanda Studniarz 




Sand Trapped 

With a tight grip on the sandwedge, 
Katie Austgen, junior, chips the ball 
out of the trap. "I usually only 
played with my dad," Austgen 
said. "When I joined the team, 1 
learned all the correct rules." 



In the Rough 

Recovering a stray ball, Emily 
Montgomery, junior, shoots to 
green. "The challenge was turning 
an unfortunate hit into a finely 
played hole," Montgomery said. 


Girls’ Golf 




Boys' Tennis Team (front row) John Castor, Shajiuddin Quadri, Deb 
Sundi, Jonathan Friedman, Keith Sorrels, Gabe Culberg, David 
Young, Michael Lee, Andrew Schumacher, Adam Rothschild, Tim 
Piatek, David Culberg, Jim Hamblin, Jeff French (second row) Coach 
David Knish, Adam Wesolowski, Zoron Balac, Tedi Vlahu, Roger 
Shieh, Deepam Rusia, Andrew Lee, Neel Shah, Joey Manderino, 
Chris Carlos, Ben Oprinovich, Chad Holajter, Coach Mary Lou 
Piatek-Daniels (third row) Tim Smaron, Vatsal Patel, Matt Guanzon, 
Dan Kohnen, Paul Cowgill, Jia Hou, Nate Burchfield, Jonathan Kutas, 
Darius Bamboat, Richard Shudick, Mark Hannigan, Matt Jillson (back 
row) Kyle Rice, Gregg Sorrels, Adam Tepper, Shreyas Joshi, Michael 
Shinkan, Toshiro Toyama, Scott Gray, Jim Bochnowski, Michael 
Tiberi, Michael Shideler 


Making a Point 

To mark another win against his 
opponent, Jeff French, junior, 
adjusts his game score at the 
sectional match against Morton 
held at Munster. French, in his three 
years as a singles player, never lost 
a set at the home courts. 





Friendly Advice 

David Young, senior, and Adam 
Rothschild, sophomore, chat with 
Coach David Knish at a Highland 
meet. "He wasn't just a good coach, 
but a good friend, too," Young said. 

Skillful Stretch 

Due to the importance of this part 
of his serve, David Culberg, senior, 
stretches his arms all the way out. 
"Robbie Rothschild, who grad- 
uated two years ago, taught me my 
serve," Culberg said. 



Far Reach 

With his eyes focused on the ball 
and his mind on the follow through, 
Mike Lee, sophomore, balances 
himself while serving the ball. 
"There was no doubt that my serve 
was a lot stronger than my return," 
Lee said. "Right away, it put the 
other teams on the defensive." 

Boys’ Tennis 
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Finding a Balance 


Although they had been to State before, Boys’ 
Tennis eyes their new goal of winning a match on 
state level. By changing around players’ positions, 
the boys reach a new level of success and defeat 
Jasper 3-2 to finish third in State. 


On Their Way 

Cries of exertion and struggle rang out as a Morton tennis 
player scrambled to return the hits of Jeff French, junior, during 
the sectional match hosted at Munster. 

French, as well as the other six members of the team, swept 
Sectionals, although the hardest steps on their long path to 
State remained further down the line. The team's early 
victories, according to David Culberg, senior, came easily. 

"Everything before Semi-State wasn't really a challenge," 
Culberg said. "Semi-State and State were really intimidating, 
though, because they meant a lot to us." 

The team boasted a perfect record up until State. The wins, 
according to Coach David Knish, Westlake education teacher, 
corresponded to a strong set of singles players. 

"Our singles players had carried us all year," Coach Knish 
said. "Our doubles had to get a lot better to really be 
competitive at the matches, though." 

The doubles players saw their need to improve and knew 
that their weaknesses gave them problems later on. They 
managed, however, to make the changes they needed. 

"We lost our number one doubles team this year," David 
Young, senior, said. "Having Adam (Rothschild) come up 
helped to balance everything out the right way." 

By finding their balance and making 
the corrections, the team set themselves 
up for a spot at the State tournament. 

State Once More 

The team's efforts resulted in a spot 
at the State tournament where they lost 
to first-ranked Homestead in the first 
round. In the consolation round against 
Jasper, Munster ended up taking third 
place with a final 3-2 score. 

"We were very successful this year," 
Jeff French, junior, said. "We set our two 
goals at the beginning of the season: get 
down to State and win matches down 
there. We ended up reaching both of 
those goals in the end." 

Going beyond the expectations of 
many, the Boys' Tennis Team overcame 
their obstacles. Their third place finish at 
State reaffirmed their strength as a team, 
although individual talents such as those 
of French and others on the team pro- 
vided the edge the team needed to stand 
out from the rest of the competition. 


What was the hardest 

PART OF THE SEASON? 


“Pumping each other up. 

We were nervous about 
Semi-State, but we 
succeeded mainly 
because we were able to 
get each other pumped up 
for it." 

David Young, senior 

“The beginning was the 
hardest. Nobody was in their 
right positions, but we 
switched it around and 
became a stronger team 
towards the end.” 

Tim Piatek, sophomore 
“The hardest part was 
making the transitions. It was 
different not only going up to 
varsity, but in the past I had 
always played singles, and 
they needed me to do 
doubles this year.” 

Adam Rothschild, sophomore 
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Boys' Varsity Soccer Team (front row) Tommy Clark, Karl Spork, Justin Gulotta, 
Jason White, Eric Ford (second row) Teruo Toyama, Josh Lipton, Jon Koscis, Josh 
Bradish, Greg Pottorff, Rich Williamson (third row) Coach Jim Prasopoulas, Chris 
Newcomb, Denis Lowe, Mike Cronin, Kevin Higgins, Joe Rogan, Coach Tim Sopko 
(back row) Dennis Trelinski, Nikola Djorovic, Nick Varinac, Ryan McMahen, 
Nemanja Djorovic 


JV Boys' Soccer Team (front row) Adam Stuebe, Scott Strandberg, T.J. DeGiulio, 
Chris Wey, Mark Strick (second row) Art Insurriaga, Jim Knesek, Matt Kasenga, Jeff 
Newcomb, Corey Greenya, Mike Lowe ( third row) Robbie Collins, Aaron Cheek, 
Coach Tim Sopko, Bryan Cheek, Greg Bales (back row) Brent Fox, Jon Girot, Mike 
Stoffregen, Bryce Hlista, Jeff Harris 

Boys’ Soccer 


Dedicated Drilling 

Before a game Ryan McMahen, 
senior, participates in a warm-up 
drill to get pumped for the game. 
"Psyching up before games really 
helped us do our best," McMahen 
said. "The more psyched we got, 
the better we played." 


Line Up 

As Valparaiso players line up, 
Kevin Higgins, senior, prepares to 
attempt a free kick. "I took most of 
the free kicks for the team, I guess I 
was good at them," Higgins said. 

Stretching It 

In an attempt to cool off while 
watching the JV game, Kevin 
Higgins, senior, squeezes a rag full 
of icy, cold water on his head. "It 
was steaming hot during some 
games," Higgins said, "and the 
only way we could cool off was to 
soak ourselves with cold water." 







Sudden Shock 


With crowds of hundreds to cheer them on to 
victory each game, Boys’ Soccer ends season 
as Conference and Sectional Champions with 
a 17-2 record, but falls short at Regionals 
against Merrillville, 1-2. 

Almost Undefeated 


Cheers rang through the stands, and fans suddenly rose to 
their feet with excitement as the soccer ball flew through the 
air past the opposing team's goalie again. Team morale also 
soared, not unlike fan support, as the team continued their 
winning streak, lasting almost the whole season. 

For 13 games the Boys' Soccer Team maintained their 
undefeated record. At each game the Boys' Soccer Team ran, 
kicked and blocked their way to one of the most successful 
seasons ever, until their first loss against Andrean, 1-2. 

"The game that broke our streak was against Andrean, and 
even though it was a big deal, it wasn't that bad," Denis Lowe, 
senior, said. "We fell behind. I Iowever, the loss that really got 
to me, and the rest of the team, was at Regionals against 
Merrillville. It bothered us because it 
ended up being the last game of high 
school for all of the seniors on the team." 

After shaking hands with the 
opposing team, the Boys' Soccer Team 
boarded the bus and began their ride 
home. Removing shin guards and taking 
off shoes to let aching feet rest, they 
reminisced about a season they knew 
they would never forget. 

Pump It Up 


What was the most 

EXCITING 

PART OF THE SEASON? 


Boys' 


“The most exciting part of 
the season was the shoot 
out during the game against 
Griffith. It was really intense 
and great how the team just 
seemed to come together to 
bring home a win in the 
end.” 

Kevin Higgins, senior 
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“The game against 
Valparaiso really stuck out in 
my mind. It was the first time 
in my high school career 
that we actually beat them.” 
Ryan McMahen, senior 

“Winning Sectionals was the 
most exciting part of the 
season. They said that the 
first title you win was the 
sweetest, and since we had 
never won one before, it 
was awesome.” 

Joe Rogan, junior 


Josh Bradish 
Ryan McMahen 
Joe Rogan 


Just for Kicks 


Holding his head, Kevin Higgins, 
senior, squats on the ground and 
mourns the goal he just missed as 
Denis Lowe, senior, comforts him. 
Playing on the team for four years, 
seniors, as well as the rest of the 
team, befriended each other. 


Limp Bizkit blared through the locker 
room as the boys put on uniforms and C A Conference 
strapped on shin guards. Listening to 
music composed just one ritual that the 
Boys' Soccer Team participated in. 

Music by bands like Rage Against the 
Machine and Limp Bizkit contained the 
right amount of energy to help the boys 
get pumped up before gametime. 

Though the team came together 
before the game, during the game some 
players had their own personal rituals. 

"I wore the same three shirts in 
rotation through the whole season," 

Ryan McMahen, senior, said. "It was a 
tradition I had developed to generate 
some good luck for the team." 

Whether they spent time pumping 
up before a practice or game or wearing 
the same clothes for weeks upon weeks, 
rituals and superstitions played a large 
part in the boys' soccer season and the 
success they experienced during the time. 

Boys’ Soccer 
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From early summer practices on the beach to an 0-3 
loss at Regionals against Lake Central, girls show 
perseverance and dedication to the sport and earn a 
Sectional trophy to prove their desire. 


Excellent Escort 

Speeding through stoplights as they drove through 
Hammond, the team created a parade that turned heads. Like 
the Secret Service treated the president, the girls rode out of 
Bishop Noll with class. The Munster Police Department 
assigned four cars with lights flashing and sirens blaring to 
escort the team back to Munster after winning Sectionals. 

"Everyone on the street was looking at us," Karla Bales, 
senior, said. "They wanted to know what the fuss was about." 

Upon reaching their home soccer field, the loud speaker 
announced their Sectional win against Morton as red and 
white balloons suddenly trickled into the night sky. 

"The defeat was incredible," Val Porras, senior, said, "and 
all of the fun festivities afterward were just icing on the cake." 

With a season that disappointed many 
girls on the team, their attitude going 
into the sectional tournaments con- 
centrated on the positive aspects. 

"We had our ups and downs," Lisa 
Basil, senior, said. "We won big games 
and lost some easy games. In Sectionals, 
we decided to start over with a clean 
slate and went 3-0." 

The girls competed at Regionals 
where they held Lake Central to only 
three goals and took pride in how well 
they played during the postseason, 
according to Jess Oprinovich, senior. 

Stepping out of the school bus on the 
night of their sectional win with the 
crowd cheering in the background, the 
girls reflected on their season. 

'Team First' 


9-10-1 

Girls' 

Soccer 

8-0 

Morton 

0-7 

South Bend 
St. Joe 

13-0 

EC Central 

6-1 

Bishop Noll 

2-5 

Portage 

0-2 

Andrean 

2-8 

Chesterton 

8-1 

Kankakee 

Valley 

2-5 

Valparaiso 

12-1 

Lowell 

1-7 

Lake Central 

2-2 

Merrillville 

4-0 

Hobart 

2-6 

Griffith 

1-6 

Highland 

2-3 

Crown Point 

Sectiona 

Is 

3-0 

Bishop Noll 

5-0 

EC Central 

5-0 

Morton 

Regiona 

s 

0-3 

Lake Central 


What made the team 
special? 


LAC Record 

3-3 

LAC All Conference 

Lisa Basil 
Lauren Eidam 
Jessica Oprinovich 


7-2 

TV Girls' 
Soccer 

0-2 

SB St. Joe 

7-0 

Bishop Noll 

0-2 

Portage 

0-3 

Andrean 

0-2 

Gavit 

0-5 

Chesterton 

2-0 

Kankakee 


Valley 

0-1 

Valparaiso 

4-1 

Lowell 

0-0 

Lake Central 

1-0 

Merrillville 

2-0 

Hobart 

4-1 

Griffith 

1-1 

Highland 

0-5 

Crown Point 


LAC Record 

3-2-1 


Gathering in a large, close circle under 
the bright lights of the field, the girls 
huddled together with all their 
enthusiasm and screamed, "Team First!" 

"This year we came up with 'Team 
First' to promote actions that improved 
overall play," Coach Donna Sopko said. 

During summer practices, the team 
took trips to the beach for sand soccer, 
El Taco Real for lunches, and the Olive 
Garden for a team dinner. 

Spending hours at practice, eating out 
with friends on the team and showing 
talents during games, the girls put their 
"team first" throughout the season. 


“Even though we didn’t 
hang out outside of the 
soccer field, these girls 
meant the world to me. 
They were genuine, 
caring people who would 
bend over backwards for 
their fellow teammates.” 

Erin Talabay, senior 

“We were diverse. 
Everyone on the team was 
from different grades, and 
the team was a 
conglomeration of all sorts 
of personalities that 
meshed perfectly.” 

Diana Santay, senior 


“We played together 
since everyone on the 
team was seven years 
old, and we recognized 
and anticipated their style 
and skill.” 

Lisa Basil, senior 

Heads Up 

As she grimaces to brace herself for 
a header, co-captain Jess Op- 
rinovich, senior, uses her strength 
to overpower a Portage opponent. 
"In order to get to the ball first, 
heading it gave me a greater 
opportunity to control the play," 
Oprinovich said. 
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Holding On 

As the final siren rang of Regionals, 

seniors Erin Talabay and Kristen 
Shelton embrace to soften the 
sadness of the end of the season. 
"The same thing that I did for four 
years was over," Shelton said. 


Sideline Story 

Retrieving the ball after the 
opponent kicked it out of bounds, 
Erin Talabay, senior, sets up to 
throw it back in the game. She 
threw it in to one of her teammates, 
who then used it as a chance to 
control the ball and score. 

Time Out 

Out of the game trying to warm up 
on the bench, Evy Watterson, jumor, 
Amanda Diombala, freshman, and 
Kristen Shelton, senior, watch 
teammates perform to their greatest 
ability. "Being part of this team and 
doing my best was one of the most 
important parts to me over the past 
four years," Lisa Basil, senior, said. 


Fancy Footwork 


As she maneuvers around the 
Highland defender, Amanda 
Achter, freshman, displays her 
quick moves. Despite the team's 
efforts to stop Highland, they fell 
to the cross- town girls, 1-6. 


Girls' Varsity Soccer Team 

(front row) Amanda Diom- 
bala, Angela Meyers, Lind- 
sey Serna, Lauren Eidam, 
Amanda Achler, Lisa Basil, 
Mary Leitelt (second row) Lisa 
Murray, Karla Bales, Lydia 
Carle, Jessica Oprinovich, 
Valerie I’orras, Diana Santay 
(buck row) Coach Donna Sop- 
ko, Jennifer Sharp, Kristen 
Shelton, Lvy Watterson, Erin 
Talabay, Hali Tsolakos, 
Coach John Fekete 

Girls' JV SoccerTeam (front 
row) Stephanie Coulis, 
Laura Gabrys, Rebecca 
Gabrys, Sarah Bradish, 
Megan Remec, Sophia 
Blakeley, Ashley Bowen, 
Natalie Stigall (second row) 
Kersten Kelly, Erin Mc- 
Guan, Katherine Daniels, 
Courtney Mambourg, Susan 
Valand, Lauren Treasure, 
Nicole Williamson (back row) 
Coach Donna Sopko, Mor- 
gan Wagner, Lauren Har- 
rington, Jamie Korey, Emily 
Yttri, Kathryn Howarth, 
Lindsay Puterko, Coach 
John Fekete 
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Strong Spike 


In preparation to spike, Katie 
Thompson, junior, directs her 
concentration to the ball. Thomp- 
son practiced spiking, her strength, 
not only during the season, but also 
at other times. "I was in volleyball 
clubs over the winter, and we had 
a traveling team," Thompson said. 
"Over the summer I even went to a 
few different camps where we 
practiced all the time." 





Varsity Girls' Volleyball Team (front row) Stephanie Smith, Jamie 
Rosko, Katie Sliwa, Meredith Moran, Gina Bassetto, Talia 
Matury-Vacaro ( second row) Chrissy DiCostanzo, Coach Don 
Fortner, Katie Thompson, Coach Naveed Nizam, Angie Speziale, 
Coach Janet Wories, Jessica Wilson (back row) Coach Tiffany 
Olszewski, Lauren Ziemba, Jillian Martin, Manager Alana Salata 


JV Girls' Volleyball Team (front row) Nikki Gauthier, Laura 
Cuevas, Jenn Hostetter-Wolak, Mirjana Lakich(second row) 
Manager Alana Salata, Jessica Montella, Coach Don Fortner, 
Sarah Pfeifer, Samantha Korda (back row) Jill Hanrahan, Julie 
Bassetto, Melissa Obszanski, Lindsay Smaron 


Freshman Girls' Volleyball Team (front row) Lauren Banas, 
Nancy Bielfeldt, Lindsay Mambourg, Alexis Altschul, Jenny 
Gluek (second row) Alissa Rosario, Brooke Groesche, Emily Jones, 
Coach Janet Wories (back row) Addison DelRio, Kate Laudermilk, 
Danielle Jordan 


Posing with Purpose 

Head held high, Talia Matury-Vacaro, 
junior, keeps her stance to block the 
ball. "I was best at blocking," Matury- 
Vacaro said. "At the beginning of the 
season, I got so nervous. But towards 
the end I got used to it." 

Slap Happy 

Before Senior Night Gina Bassetto, 
high-fives Head Coach Naveed Niz- 
am. "We felt that our coach was 
behind us in every game," Bassetto 
said. "It (high-fiving) really helped to 
pump us up." 

Girls’ Volleyball 
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Leap of Fatih 


As a young team, the Girls’ Volleyball players 
prove their love for the game by maturing their 
individual performances and simultaneously 
learning to play together as one unified team to 
compete effectively and finish off the season. 


Changing Faces 


Getting used to the changes from last year's team took 
time. The Volleyball Team faced questions concerning who 
would dominated the team, yet they never got resolved. 

“This year the team had a lot more depth," Coach 
Naveed Nizam said. "The girls all ended up accomplishing 
what I had wanted them to individually." 

Initially, Lauren Ziemba, junior, felt that she and her 
teammates didn't know how to work together. But later 
on, Ziemba noticed that the girls began to play with more 
of a united effort. Like Ziemba, Katie Sliwa, senior, also 
learned some things from the season. 

"We did not get a break," Sliwa said. "It was amazing 
to see how you could just throw so many different girls in 
to play volleyball, and then see what happens. Together, 
we learned to stay positive and not to ever give up." 

No one ever took the role of leader, but the girls agreed 
that they both learned and also taught each other a lot 
about working together as a team. 


Why did you put so much 

TIME INTO VOLLEYBALL? 

“I didn’t want to do anything 
with volleyball in college, 
so I wasn’t in it for imp- 
rovement. But it was a lot 
of fun, and I got to spend a 
lot of time with my friends.” 
Katie Thompson, junior 

“I loved the competition in 
volleyball. The intensity of 
the games was great.” 

Jillian Martin, junior 

“It was the sport that I had 
the most fun playing, and 
Naveed was the best 
coach we ever had.” 

Talia Matury-Vacaro, 
junior 

Doctor's Orders 

Suffering an injury early in the 
season, Katie Sliwa, senior, consults 
with Mr. John Doherty, athletic 
trainer, before a game. Sliwa needed 
to get her knee wrapped for each 
game after she tore cartilage in her 
left leg. "Sometimes I would try to go 
without Mr. Doherty looking at it, but 
those were the games that the 
swelling was the worst," Sliwa said. 


Soothing Song 

Entering the locker room, the 12 
volleyball players sang the lyrics to 
a country tune. Though it sounded 
unusual to some, this comprised a 
common activity for the girls. 

"Before every game in the locker 
room, we listened to 'It's Your Love' 
by Tim McGraw and Faith Hill," 
Lauren Ziemba, junior, said. 

The song provided a way for 
players to calm down. Getting to 
dance around the locker room to 
some music eased the stress that 
plagued players before going out to 
play in the games. 

Coach Naveed Nizam also 
started his own routine when 
Sectionals began. 

"We all laid in a circle in the 
middle court and listened to the 
Rocky theme song after practice," Jess 
Wilson, junior, said. "It helped to 
motivate us for important games." 

These rituals not only made 
lasting memories for the team, but 
they also provided confidence for the 
girls to use while they played. 
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Cheering Up 

Holding her sign up, Angie Ritchie, 
sophomore, mounts with the help 
of junior Becky Gribble, senior Julia 
Bochnowski, junior Paige Wagner 
and senior Nicole Pellegrino. "You 
had to trust each other," Ritchie 
said. "If you were nervous, you 
were more likely to fall." 


Catch of the Day 

After "popping" Emily Law-rence, 
freshman, into the air, sophomore 
Jessica Kovach and freshmen Kara 
Clark and Sara Dobrinich prepare 
to catch her during practice. 
"Executing the 'full down' was 
scary not only for the top person. 
The bases had to worry about get- 
ting hit in the face," Dobrinich said. 

Center Court 

During halftime senior Nicole 
Pellegrino, junior Becky Gribble, 
senior Kaitlin Kovach, sophomore 
Angie Ritchie, junior Paige Wagner 
and sophomore Aubrey Burdeau 
take advantage of the court time. 
"The crowd participation was what 
kept us going," Wagner said. "It 
didn't matter how the team was 
doing; the students were still up 
and cheering." 





Cheerleading 



Varsity Cheerleaders: (front row) Aubrey Burdeau, 
Kristina Mueller, Amy Hayes (second row) Nicole 
Pellegrino, Julia Bochnowski, Kaitlin Kovach, 
Jamilyn Clause (back row) Becky Gribble, Angie 
Ritchie, Paige Wagner 


JV Cheerleaders: (front row) Jessica 
Kovach, Emily Lawrence (second row) 
Simal Turan, Sara Dobrinich, Kara 
Clark (back row) Coleen Adley, Leslie 
Parker 


Freshman Cheerleaders: (front row) 
Dana Sarber, Madilyn Moran (second 
row) Christina Largus, Ryann 
Perlinski, Lindsey Steele (back row) 
Lauren Torres, AJ Skinner 
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keeping Spirits up 

Their ‘enormous amount of talent’ leads 
Cheerleaders to Regional champ title and 
Nationals qualification. Besides their 
competition routine, girls create another 
dance to show their lighter side. 


High Hopes 

Twenty-six girls furrowed their brows in concentration. After much 
contemplation each of them wrote something on a small white piece of 
paper, which they folded and turned in. 

The Cheerleaders scribbled down specific goals, planning to read the 
papers at the end of the season and see if they had met their hopes. 
Winning Regionals and making Semi-finals at Nationals composed a 
mutual aspiration. A group of girls that practiced many hours a week 
and perfected their routines began their journey. 

"I thought we had an enormous amount of talent," Kaitlin Kovach, 
senior, said. "It was the first year there were freshmen on varsity, and 
we worked very well together." 

But talent alone wouldn't take them all the places they wanted to go. 
When competition season hit, the girls devoted 14 hours per week to 
intense practices and time spent cheering, according to Kovach. 

The work paid off when the team won Regionals and qualified for 
Nationals in Orlando, Florida. Placing 20th out of 53, they missed Semi- 
finals but still gained from the experience. 

"Once we saw the competition, we were happy to get that dose," 
Julia Bochnowski, senior, said. "We took advantage of our free time to 
roam Disney World and had a blast." 

The Cheerleaders showed how to enjoy a season without reaching 
every single goal. Reading the papers they wrote a year ago, the girls 
smiled at what they accomplished together. 

Bust a Move 


One summer afternoon, juniors Paige Wagner and Becky Gribble 
walked up to an unsuspecting group of girls. The two looked at each 
other, counted to three and busted out into a crazy hop on one leg. 

Gribble made up the dance at camp, and she and Wagner initiated 
the WWMS Cheerleaders with it. This spontaneous act illustrated one 
way the cheerleaders bonded throughout the season. 

"One of our strengths was being fun 
and easygoing," Wagner said. "Even if 
a practice wasn't going well, we could 
always stop and start laughing." 

When the season came to a close, all 
three squads slept over at senior Julia 
Bochnowski's house, the girls' last 
chance to spend time with each other. 

"It hadn't hit me that the season was 
over," Kaitlin Kovach, senior, said, "It 


Why did you put in so 

MUCH TIME? 


“Even though it was 
basically year-round, it 
was worth it. It was great 
to support other teams 
and also have time to 
compete." 
Kaitlin Kovach, senior 


“The bonds I made with 
the girls were especially 
rewarding." 
Nicole Pellegrino, senior 
“Sometimes 
[cheerleading] didn’t even 
seem like work because 
we were just having so 
much fun." 
Paige Wagner, junior 


was a huge part of my life for six years." 

Amid the competition season, the 
squad strengthened team unity through 
something as simple as a crazy dance. 

Warming Spirit 

Ignoring the cold, Kristina Mueller, sophomore. 

continues to cheer to the crowd. "If it was cold, 
we couldn't take off our jackets and pants to 
mount," Kristina said. 
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above All odds 


With the help of a pinata and meditation, 
Dance Team overcomes early loss to 
Griffith and gains unprecedented fame as 
they take first at State, third at Nationals. 


Finishing on Top 

Hands clutched in anticipation, the Dance Team sat close 
together at the Lake Central competition. The girls felt 
confident of victory. "In second place in the Pom Category," 
the announcer said, "the Munster Varsity Dance Team." A 
wave of puzzled disappointment swept over the team. 

Losing to Griffith by 1.35 points came as a slight surprise to 
the Dance Team, since they had never lost to Griffith before. 

"I didn't want to sound like a sore loser," Amanda Spivey, 
junior, said, "but Griffith had much less technique than we 
did, even though they were clean and sharp." 

But the squad would not let a minor setback faze them. 
The girls knew they could win State and made that their goal, 
according to Allison Gott, senior. The team climbed up, placing 
first in Pom and second in Dance at Regionals. 

When State finally arrived, the girls gave one of their best 
performances and took first place, according to Spivey. The 
team went on to place third in Pom and sixth in Team Per- 
formance at the National Dance Association Championship. 

"After everything we worked for, it was like no other feeling 
when all the long practices paid off," Gott said. 

By the end of the season, the team's loss to Griffith had 
faded into the past. The final accomplishments outweighed 
any bumps along the road, according to Tiffany Brown, senior. 

Mascots and Meditation 


After rubbing lemon oil on their wrists, the girls, scheduled 
to perform in half an hour, sat in a circle. Soft, relaxing music 
and the calming voice of Dr. Stephen Zeck filled the room. 

The Dance Team tried meditation as a new way of calming 
their nerves before performing. Junior Stephanie Zeck's father 
led the team in relaxation exercises before every competition. 

"It let us focus on the routine and feel much more con- 


fident," Julie Sufana, junior, said. 

The team also created a mascot. 
Christine Patel, senior, brought a pinata 
to summer camp, whom the girls later 
named "Gerrard" and took to all their 
competitions for good luck. 

"Gerrard was always right there, 
cheering us on to victory," Patel said. 

Through relaxation methods and a 
colorful mascot, the girls found ways to 
make the season their own. 

Push the Limits 

Suspended in air, sophomores Alyssa 
Hathaway and Jillian Hmurovic, senior 
Christine Patel and sophomore Kathryn 
Wickland execute toe touches. "Two 
minutes didn't seem long, but keeping 
energy up took so much," Patel said. 


Why did you put in so 

MUCH TIME? 


“Dancing was my passion; 
I’d been doing it my entire 
life. I thought that went for 
a lot of girls on the team." 

Christine Patel, senior 
“When we practiced hard, 
we got great results. 
Besides, it was something 
I loved to do." 
Julie Sufana, junior 
“It was totally worth it for 
the feeling we got when 
we placed first at State 
and third at Nationals." 
Amanda Spivey, junior 
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Single File 

At the kids' clinic, Katie Gilbert, 

senior, keeps her fourth grade girls 
in line. "I liked interacting with the 
kids," Gilbert said. "It was fun 
teaching them how to do something 
that I enjoyed." 


Big Finish 

Holding the final pose, the Varsity 
and JV Dance Teams end their 
Homecoming routine to "I Just 
Can't Wait to Be King" and "Under 
the Sea." "I got such an adrenaline 
rush when-ever I performed," 
Tiffany Brown, senior, said. "I 
couldn't stop smiling, and the 
energy kept flowing until the end." 



Easier Said than Done 

Head tilted to one side, junior 
Amanda Manoski, seniors Allison 
Gott and Christine Patel flash the 
crowd smiles. "We had to try to 
convey to the audience that what 
we were doing was really easy," 
Allison said. "Wearing a blank 
expression would ruin the whole 
facade of the show." 




Varsity Dance Team: (front row) Julie Sufana, Stephanie Zeck, 
Amanda Spivey, Katie Gilbert, Christine Patel (second row) 
Allison Gott, Kathryn Wickland, Ginger Anthony, Lauren 
Hamblin, Jillian Hmurovic (back row) Marica Coduti, Tiffany 
Brown, Amanda Gore, Amy Dungey, Amanda Manoski, Alyssa 
Hathaway 



JV Dance Team: (front row) Maureen Leopold, Lauren Jones, 
Emily Stine, Kristin Tanzillo, Jillian Balazs, Christina Guanzon, 
Maria Stopper (back row ) Laura Lautz, Melissa Leslie, Leah 
Shaffer, Renee Anderson, Kaitlin Rebesco, Megan Hershberger, 
Christie Gilbert 
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just Within reach 

With the looming expectations based on last 
year’s fairy tale season, Boys’ Basketball Team 
attempts to live up to the precedent despite having 
a new coach and inexperienced young team. 


9-12 

Varsity 

47-67 

Merrillville 

53-59 

Lowell 

60-53 

Morton 

78-80 

Chesterton 

52-53 

Lake Central 

61-40 

Clark 

47-52 

Bishop Noll 

53-54 

Crown Point 

62-47 

Gavit 

35-51 

Griffith 

62-59 

Hammond 

77-36 

Lake Station 

71-35 

Whiting 

73-60 

Calumet 

59-62 

Highland 

57-72 

Portage 

69-71 

Andrean 

73-60 

Hobart 

50-45 

Highland 

43-70 

Kankakee 

Valley 

LAC F 

ecord 

7-5 

Sectio 

nals 

52-58 

Highland 


Numbers Don't Lie 

Numbers don't lie, or so they said. Yet, with a new coach, a 
virtually inexperienced team, and only two seniors to lead the 
team, some people lowered expectations for the season. 

Beyond doubts, the team almost had a .500 season, with a 
9-12 record. In fact, out of those 12 losses, the team only lost 
by six points or less in nine of them. 

"Close games just went the other way," Blake Larkins, 
senior, said. "We had no experience." 

Through a season with nine losses by six points or less, two 
seniors, five juniors, six sophomores, and one freshman, and 
one new coach, the players described it as "unpredictable." 
The team had a better record, 7-4, in Conference. 

"The season was successful but not as successful as it should 
have been," Nathan Burchfield, sophomore said. 

Though the losses outnumbered the wins, the team's success 
still outweighed the failures, according to Coach Mike Hackett. 

"We did better than a lot of people expected," Coach Hackett 
said. "This group of kids reacted well." 

Beyond the hopes of glory extending from last season, the 
team managed more success than their numbers showed, 
overcomingany low expectations. 

All the Fans in the Stands 


Why did you play 
basketball? 


Sporting sparkly purple tutus, flannel boxers, wifebeaters, 
softball knee highs, various headpieces and floaties, juniors 
Karen Lindemann, Katie Thompson, Jillian Martin and Chrissy 
DiCostanzo, and senior Candice Kouros, showed their support 
for the Boys' Basketball Team. 

"Fan support was important," George Colakovic, junior, 
said. "It was one of the motivations. Being out there in front 
of a lot of people added to the atmosphere." 

From crazy costumes to attending all 
possible game, "super" fans added 
emotion the team lacked, according to 
Tom Clark, junior. 

"The best was fans going crazy," 

Clark said. "We had great support." 

Fans added a unique aspect to the 
game according to some players. 

"Part of the gamewas hearing the fans, 
watching them jump up when you made 
plays," Kevin Kutansky, junior, said. 

At some games more fans showed up 
than at others, especially for those 
against seasoned rival. Highland. 

"Fans were important because they 
kept you going even if you were losing," 

Nathan Burchfield, sophomore, said. 

Fan support proved an important 
contributor to motivation for the boys 
even when wins didn't happen. 


“I was raised to play 
basketball. I loved the 
game. I enjoyed practice. It 
was just a love for the sport. 
If you loved it, you just 
wanted to do it all the time.” 
Kevin Kutansky, junior 

“My dad was a high school 
coach, so I grew up with 
basketball. The competition 
brought out the best in me.” 

Blake Larkins, senior 

“The best thing was just 
playing the game, whether 
you won or lost.” 

George Colakovic, junior 
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Long Stretch 

Reaching up, Blake Larkins, senior, 

looks to snatch an offensive 
rebound . After bat-tling Griffith, the 
boys lost, 35-41. "We lost to Griffith 
by almost 20 points because we 
weren't ready," Larkins said. 




Pregame Practices 

With their stomachs on the gym 
floor, the team has a quick pep talk 
before the game. Some players took 
their pregame rituals very seriously. 
"Brian Stier and I went to Grinders, 
got the same thing and sat in the 
same seats before every game," 
Kurt Keil, junior, said. 


Simple Score 

Gently tapping the ball, Adam Del 
Rio, sophomore, makes an un- 
contested layup. At the winter 
sports banquet, Del Rio received the 
Mr. Hustle award. 



Desperate Measures 

Racing against his opponent, Kurt 
Keil, junior, lunges for the loose 
ball. "I thought our worst game of 
the year was against Griffith 
because we came in overconfident, 
and we ended up getting beat 
pretty badly," Keil said. 




Sharp Shooter 

After firing his fade-away jumper, 
Kevin Kutansky, junior, intently 
watches the shot. Kutansky 
averaged 14.8 points per game, and 
at the winter sports banquet, he 
won the distinction of MVP and 
best free throw percentages. 


Lending a Hand 

Hand extended, Adam Del Rio. 
sophomore, leans over to help a 
fellow player up. With a younger 
team, the Mustangs' roster showed 
only two seniors, five juniors, six 
sophomores, and one freshman. 
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New Faces 

New. People often used this word to characterize the 
basketball team as they entered the new season with a new 
coach and his style of coaching. 

"Having a new coach took a lot of getting used to," Blake 
Larkins, senior, said. "Coach Hackett stressed defense. We 
practiced a lot longer before and after school." 

Previously one of Merrillville's Assistant Boys Basketball 
Coaches for 13 years. Coach Mike Hackett, obtained his first 
position as head coach. He not only altered the team's 
composition, but also added in his own methods. 

"He was the best coach I ever had," George Colakovic, 
junior, said. "He brought different aspects of the game to our 
attention. He just let us play the game." 

Another difficulty arose on the rather inexperienced team 
according to Coach Hackett. Having to get accustomed to not 
only one another but also a new coach proved difficult. 

"It was more of a building process," Kevin Kutansky, junior, 
said. "We had to learn how he liked to play basketball. He 
had to learn the offensive and defensive schemes that fit." 

The team practiced every day after school for two to two 
and a half hours and before school four days a week either 
shooting free throws or weight lifting. 

"We practiced that much because we were pretty 
inexperienced," Coach Hackett said. "We came in, in the 
mornings because we weren't a physically strong team, and 
we didn't shoot free throws as well. The only way to get better 
was to practice as much as possible." 

Though the season started out with unfamiliar faces, it 
added a different aspect of the game for many of the players. 

Overcoming the odds 


From unimaginable victories to unexpected defeats, the 
Boys' Basketball Team never knew what to expect. 

One game stood out in several players' minds as the best 
game of the season. Munster defeated Hammond High, a top 
team in the Lake Athletic Conference, 62-59. 

"Hammond High was our best game," Kevin Kutansky, 
junior, said. "We earned some respect. We were the underdogs, 
but we kicked some butt." 

Disappointments came with the glory of winning a big 
game. Heading into Sectionals, Munster had split the set of 
games with longtime rival Highland. 

"Highland had always been like that from football," George 
Colakovic, junior, said. "We were 1-1 going into Sectionals." 
However, the loss to Highland, 52-58, proved especially tough 
because that defeat ended their season, according to Josh 
Martin, freshman. Another game stood out as the most 
memorable in a different player's mind. 

"Calumet was the best 


because we played together," 
Kurt Keil, junior, said. "A 
bunch of people stepped up." 

Despite doubts about how 
the young and inexperienced 
team would fare, they ma- 
naged a 9-12 record. 


Full Attention 

All attention on Coach Mike 
Hackett, science teacher, Kevin 
Kutansky, junior, listens carefully 
to his directions. "We needed to 
work on a little bit of everything," 
Coach Hackett said. "It was a week 
by week, game by game process." 
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Up in the Air 

Battling under the boards, junior 
George Colakovic and sophomore 
Nathan Burch-field block out. "We 
had to go 7-3 from that point on to 
make it to 10-10," Colakovic said. 



Varsity Basketball Team (front row) David Paliga, Blake Larkins, 
Kurt Keil, Mike Kalina, Tom Clark, Brian Stier, Adam Kaufman 
( back row) Coach Steve Lopez, Coach John Terry, George 
Colakovic, Andy Rebar, Coach Mike Hackett, Nathan Burchfield, 
Adam Del Rio, Coach Jim Prasopoulos, Trainer Jolui Doherty 



JV Basketball Team (front row) David Paliga, Alex Pilawski, 
Russell Petersen, John Meacham, Joshua Martin, Jeffrey Harris, 
Adam Kaufman (back row) Nicholas Vrabel, Ricky Balkam, 
Warner Saddner, Coach Jim Prasopoulos, Jim Phelan, John 
Jamicich, Dustin Bothwell 



Freshman Basketball Team (front row) David Paliga, Bart 
Banach, Michael Tiberi, Christopher Wey, Rick Baker, Matthew 
Jillson, Adam Kaufman (back row) James Grunewald, Jonathan 
Caddick, Jerred Zukanovich, Coach Steve Lopez, George 
Behrens, Mike Morley, Nicholas Cosme, Joshua Caddick 




Back to Back 

Determind to have posssession of 
the ball, George Colakovic, junior, 
pulls down a rebound against 
Griffith. Colakovic received the 
rebound award at the winter sports 
banquet. 


Bound and Determined 

Stubbornly pursuing the ball. Josh 
Martin, freshman, falls to the floor. 
"When you were playing you 
didn't pay attention to anything but 
the game," Martin said. "You just 
blanked it out." 
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Up for Grabs 

Amidst all the clamor, Jillian 
Martin, junior, dominates by 
clenching the ball as Christina 
Dicostanzo, junior, and Lolita 
Christopher, senior, keep away 
from the flailing arms. "At the end 
of the season, we were much 
different," Martin said "We played 
as a team rather than as singles." 


Down and Out 

Shot down by Griffith op-ponent, 
Christina Dicostanzo, junior, looks 
for an opening to the basket as she 
pushes through the defender. "I 
don't think we all knew how 
capable we were of doing well," 
Dicostanzo said. "Sometimes we 
surprised ourselves." 

Circle of Friends 

Bunched in a circle just before the 
game, the Girls' Basketball Team 
listens to senior Danielle Zagorski's 
words of wisdom. "Danielle gave 
us a pep talk before starting to 
play," Kaitlin DeCero, freshman, 
said. "She pumped us up and made 
us an equal to the other team." 





Off on Offense 

Deftly sneaking past her Calumet 
defender, Erin Kolb, junior, dribbles 
to the basket. The Mustangs pulled 
away with a 43-41 victory. 

Out of Time 

To save the ball from out of bounds, 
Karen Lindemann, junior, chases 
the runaway basketball. Quick feet 
provided more possibilities of 
controlling plays, according to 
Coach Beth Vesa, math teacher. 
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NEW T IMES AHEAD 

With only eight girls on varsity, lack of experienced 
players presents a shortage of bench strength and 
versatility. Starting out with an 0-7 record, the girls 
make a change for the better and prove their 
critics wrong in a rebuilding year. 


Leading the Way 

As she listened intently to the roster on the first day of 
practice, Danielle Zagorski, senior, looked puzzled. With only 
two seniors on the team, the balance seemed off. 

The unorthodox line-up of the Girls' Basketball Team 
resulted in numerous positions to fill, causing younger girls 
to step up and assume their roles. With the lack of older team 
members, leadership turned into a team effort. 

"I wasn't sure if anyone looked up to me," Christopher said. 
"There wasn't one leader on the team. We held team unity 
because there was no 'I' on our team." 

Needing guidance and encouragement during her first year, 
Kaitlin DeCero, freshman, relied on the entire team as a source. 

"All of the older girls were really encouraging," DeCero 
said. "They always made me feel better if I made a mistake. 
During games if I was stuck, they helped me out." 

Whether comforting and teaching a new team member or 
just putting forth full effort,soon girls took charge. 

Lucky Charms 


Playfully tossing a stuffed basketball around the locker 
room, juniors Christina Dicostanzo and Jillian Martin prepared 
for the upcoming basketball game in an uncharacteristic way. 
While other girls stretched their muscles and focused in on 
the game, Dicostanzo and Martin tossed the toy around. 

Superstitions helped some team members psych up for the 
game. Using oratory during the pre-game, Zagorski pumped 


What was the best 

GAME OF THE SEASON? 


“Gavit. Everyone was 
expecting us to blown out, 
but we could’ve won. We lost 
by ten, but it was a close 
game.” 

Jillian Martin, junior 

“Either Bishop Noll or Gavit. 
We weren’t expected to win 
against Bishop Noll because 
they overlooked us. Gavit 
was a great team this year, 
and we played very close.” 
Christina Dicostanzo, 
junior 


everyone up with her encouraging words. 
However, not all girls practiced this way. 

"I wasn't one for superstitions, so I said 
a prayer before games," Lolita 
Christopher, senior, said. 

Bonding off the court also came into 
play before the season even started. 

"We went over to Jillian Martin's house 
for a spaghetti dinner before the first 
game," Dicostanzo said. 

Because so much time went to the team, 
befriending their teammates proved 
necessary. Finishing up their basketball 
toss, Martin and Dicostanzo headed out 
to the court, relaxed and ready to play. 


“I couldn't pick one favorite 
game of the season. All of 
them were unique and 
special in there own ways.” 

Lolita Christopher, senior 

“Whiting. An old teammate 
played on that team, and my 
injury was better by then, so 
I got to play with her.” 

Kaitlin DeCero. freshman 


Making the Rounds 

As part of a pre-game warm-up, senior 

Danielle Zagorski, juniors Erin Kolb and 
Christina Dicostanzo, sophomore Jennifer 
Hostetter, and senior Lolita Christopher 
run around the fieldhouse court. Shooting 
hoops and running laps around the court 
before the game allowed the girls to warm 
up and prepare for the competition. 
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New Faces 

Coming into the new position with eight years of experience, 
Coach Beth Vesa, math teacher, knew what she needed, or so 
she thought. Coaching JV basketball for the past eight years. 
Coach Vesa came prepared. In her ninth year as a coach, the 
varsity position offered more responsibilities and a greater time 
commitment than she expected. 

"I couldn't prepare for the job until I actually did it," Coach 
Vesa said. "There was much more to be done at all times. We 
had to be prepared for opponents and not just go out on the 
court and play the game like we did last year." 

The change in positions didn't only affect the coach. Several 
players had an advantage over the others. 

"Because I had her last year, it was quite easy to move up to 
varsity with her," Christina Dicostanzo, junior, said. 

Coach Vesa also brought a new attitude to the team. 
Momentum and excitement composed a large part of the new 
way, according to Lolita Christopher, senior. 

"She had a knowledge and love for the game," Christopher 
said. "She infused a desire and fire for the game of basketball 
in all of us, and she rubbed off on all of us. We couldn't help 
but get hyped up for the game and play our best." 

Both coach and team adapted to the changes that took place. 
Through the ups and downs, they stayed together as one unit. 

"She was very easy to get along with," Jillian Martin, junior, 
said. "Practices were fun, yet we worked hard." 

Teamwork encompassed much of the success of the change 
in coaches. Both the girls and the coaches had to collaborate 
and work together toward a common cause. 

"The team was extra helpful," Coach Vesa said. "The kids 
adapted easily, and they worked together and with me." 

Adjusting to her new title and responsibilities. Coach Vesa 
advised the girls and led the team through unfamiliar territory 
in her first season as the varsity head coach. 

Season of Change 

Walking onto the shiny court with low expectations and 
spirits, the Girls' Basketball Team prepared to face Gavit. 
Because of the success and strength of Gavit's team, the 
Mustangs' outlook seemed gloomy. Due to a lack of experience, 
the young team struggled early in the season. 

"We made a lot of careless mistakes," Christopher said. 

With a seven-game losing streak to start the season, the girls 
didn't have much to cheer about, according to Jillian Martin, 
junior. However, their first win against Lowell, 34-29, turned 
the momentum around for the team. 

"I don't think we all knew how capable we were of doing 
well," Christina Dicostanzo, junior, said. 

With much of their season consisting of lost games and 
doubtful fans, the team attempted to overcome the adversity 
they faced, according to Kaitlin DeCero, freshman. 

Earning a record of 9-12, the season appeared a failure to 
some critics. However, Conference ended at 9-3. 

Holding their spirits high, 


many on the team thought 
they had a strong chance of 
moving on in Sectionals. 
However, they fell to EC 
Central, 41-53, to end it. 


Keep Away 


Working off a pivot, Danielle 
Zagorski, senior, eyes an open 
Mustang as she protects the ball to 
her side. With pressure mounting 
on players, offense proved a key 
skill while playing. 
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Coming Around 

Defended by her Griffith op- 
ponent, Courtney Mambourg, 
sophomore, attempts to pass the 
ball away to a teammate. "The girls 
worked very well together," Coach 
Vesa said. 



Dominating Diva 

With her hand cocked back and her 

eyes on the hoop, Lolita Chris- 
topher, senior, prepares the let the 
ball fly. As a post player, Chris- 
topher manned the entire area 
under the basket. "That was my 
house," Christopher said. "I 
dominated the inside of the court." 

Words of Wisdom 

After drawing a play on her white 
board. Coach Beth Vesa, math 
teacher, explains the plan more 
clearly. "Coach Vesa was willing to 
run different plays and go outside 
the plays that were set," Christina 
Dicos-tanzo, junior, said. "Before, 
we just stuck to the set plays and 
never wandered." 





Varsity Basketball Team (front row) Christina 
Dicostanzo, Jennifer Hostetter-Wolak, Karen 
Lindemann, Danielle Zagorski, Courtney 
Mambourg, Erin Kolb (back row) Coach Jennifer 
Luksich, Coach Steve Moell, Jillian Martin, Patty 
Pfister, Lolita Christopher, Coach Julian Acevez, 
Coach Beth Vesa 


JV Basketball Team (front row) Nikki Gauthier, 
Kaitlin DeCero, Amanda Achter, Amy Parker (back 
rou>) Coach Steve Moell, Jill Senchak, Lindsay 
Puterko, Melissa Obszanski, Stefania Andjelich, 
Patty Pfister 


Freshman Basketball Team (front row) Sarah 
Stockle, Suzanne Quasny, Justine Bauer, Amanda 
Diombala, Katrina Kupski, Samantha Korda (back 
row) Coach Jennifer Luksich, Julia Konopasek, 
Alissa Rosario, Elizabeth Puterko, Jillian Hanrahan, 
Megan Remec, Patty Pfister 
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Cutting Edgf. 

Watching his hair fall away, Dustin 
Thompson, senior, shaves his head 
before State. Keeping with tradition, 
many of the team members shaved 
their heads, practicing team unity. 


Dramatic Entrance 

Springing up, Dennis Trelinski, 
senior, prepares to dive into the 
pool. Trelinski took first place at the 
Conference meet. 

On the Fly 

Rhythmically grabbing a breath, 
Steve Chovanec, junior, thrusts his 
arms through the water. Chovanec 
along with seniors David Ahlf, 
Dustin Thompson and Kyle Wil- 
banks qualified for State in the 200 
free relay and took first place in the 
100 fly at Sectionals. 





Boys' Swimming (front row) John Herr, Pete Ciric, 
Mike Shideler, Mike Yatsko, Greg Curran, Mark 
Hannigan, Andrew Moffitt, John Simmons, Tony 
Gallagher (second row) Matt Banach, Jon Tomazin, 
Bryce Hlista, Jason Dillon, Justin Flick, Chris Sipes 
(third row) Josh Baycroft, Matt Lewis, Drew 
Hauflaire, Ben Swift, Karol Mielnicki, Brandon 
Thompson, Keith DeMars, James Olaosebikan 
(fourth row) Kyle Hayes, Matt Mikels, Waheed 
Nassimi, Mark Susoreney, Steve Chovanec, Brad 
Famsley, Raymond Kasmark, Coach Mike Blaze, 
Coach Robin Tobias, Coach Chuck Chelich (back 
row) Dustin Thompson, Mike Mirabelli, Kyle 
Wilbanks, Steve Bembenista, David Ahlf, James 
Hamblin, Dennis Trelinski 
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Sleek Suits 

With their new "fastskins" 
on, seniors Dustin Thomp- 
son and David Ahlf and 
junior Steve Chovanec 


converse by the poolside about 
the upcoming event. Many 
members of the swimteam 
purchased the suits that they 
wore at Sectionals and State. 
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cutting Away rivals 

Swimming their way to a 12-1 season, 

Seahorses hold off the competition. With 
numerous traditions from shaving their heads to 
christening other teams’ pools, the Seahorses 
swim to 10 th at State. 


Keeping Competition at Bay 


Christening their competitors pool with water from 
Munster's pool while chanting "Do it up", the boys psyched 
themselves up for the meet against Chesterton. From 
"Woodies" to the challenge of rebuilding, the swim team tried 
to make the season one worth remembering. 

"We lost many of our scorers from last year," Coach Mike 
Blaze, social studies teacher, said. "We had our biggest 
Freshman Class. We sent three sophomores to State." 

Despite the loss of some top swimmers, the Seahorses still 
managed to end the regular season with only one loss. That 
one, though, proved disappointing. 

"We lost by a lot even though we really focused for the 
meet and swam hard," Jim Flamblin, senior, said. 

Tradition played a big part in the swimmers lives with their 
"Woodies," two wooden seahorses, christening of the away 
meet's pools or shaving their heads before Sectionals. 

"Most of us shaved bald," Brandon Thompson, sophomore, 
said. "It made you feel faster and want to compete." 

The traditions stayed alive and flourished through a nearly 
perfect performance over the season. 

Traditional Ties 


"Go, go, go," the crowd screamed as Dustin Thompson, 
senior, plunged into the water at the sound of the buzzer. 

On route to their 16 th consecutive sectional title, the 
Seahorses dominated the meet, winning 10 of the 12 events. 

"You could hear an echo of greatness from years past," 
Brandon Thompson, sophomore, said. "Every time a person 
touched, no matter what place they came 


What was the best 
Meet of the season? 


“Chesterton was the best 
meet for us because it 
showed us we weren’t 
invincible,” Swift said. “It 
brought us down to a level 
where we needed to work.” 
Ben Swift, sophomore 

“It had been seven years 
since we last beat Lake 
Central. The Lake Central 
coach had never been 
beaten by a team of one of 
his former swimmers, 

Coach Blaze.” 

Brandon Thompson, 
sophomore 

“The best neet to swim at was 
definitely Sectionals. It was 
really loud, and everyone 
was cheering.” 

Matt Mikels, junior 


in, the crowd screamed." 

The Seahorses felt confident coming 
into Sectionals, according to Matt Mikels, 
junior. Dustin Thompson set the 
Sectionals Record in the 200 IM. 

The team received 10 ,h at State. 
Dustin Thompson took third place in the 
500 free and 200 Individual Medley. The 
200 free relay of Dustin Thompson, 
seniors Kyle Wilbanks and David Ahlf, 
and junior Steve Chovanec came in 
fourth. Sophomores Ben Swift and Matt 
Lewis, junior Steve Chovanec and Ahlf, 
swam to 14 ,h in the 200 medley relay. 

When Dustin Thompson touched the 
wall, taking away first place in the 200 
IM, the crowd roared with enthusiasm. 

Taking the Plunge 

An intent look on his face, Ben Swift, 
sophomore, leaps off the starting blocks during 
swim practice. Swift won the 100 breast at the 
Lake Athletic Conference and Sectionals. 
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Sectional Champs 

David Ahlf 
Steve Chovanec 
James Hamblin 
Drew Hauflaire 
Matt Lewis 
Ben Swift 

Brandon Thompson 
Dustin Thompson 
Kyle Wilbanks 

State Finalists 

Dustin Thompson 
Matt Lewis 
Drew Hauflaire 
Steven Chovanec 
Ben Swift 
David Ahlf 
Brandon Thompson 
Kyle Wilbanks 
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Right Routine 

To close the distance ahead of her, 
Suzie Bulfer, senior, uses the breast 
stroke. Although swimmers went 
through a period of both morning 
and after school practices, the times 
at meets made the hours worth- 
while, according to Bulfer. "Practice 
made your time," Bulfer said. 

Girls' Swimming Team (front row) Natalie Stigall, Danielle 
Gillund, Carlyn Grow, Elizabeth Hinkleman, Cathy Van- 
DerGlessen, Elissa Porte, Kristi Smith (second row) Julie 
Kiekenapp, Addison Del Rio, Nicole Rietmann, Lisa Rietmann, 
Diana Cox, Kate Mikels, Sheri Spolnik, Becky Triemstra, Coach 
Dana Pelc, Coach Mike Stennis ( back row) Samantha 
Watanapongse, Erica Rangel, Megan Schutz, Leah Flick, Suzie 
Bulfer, Nicole Farnsley, Christina Guzik, Lisa Koscielski, Head 
Coach Tina Schmidt, Diving Coach Chuck Chelich 





Cu r Above 

With her freestyle stroke pushing 
her though the water and her mind 
on the clock, Becky Triemstra, fresh- 
man, cuts through the pool. As one 
of the underclassmen, Triemstra set 
the freshman record for the 500 
freestyle. "It was a really important 
event for me when I dropped my 
500 time," Triemstra said. 

Diligent Diver 

With her eyes on the target below, 
Nicole Rietmann, sophomore, con- 
centrates on the performance of her 
dive. Under the guidance of Diving 
Coach Chuck Chelich, Rietmann 
pursued her ability and qualified for 
Regionals. 



High Hopes 

In a state of excitement after cap- 
turing their sectional title, members 
of the Girls’ Swim Team hold their 
trophy high. With a total score of 
390, Munster gained a first against 
the competition. Sectionals qualified 
team members for state events. 


Fast Finish 

Focusing on her technique, Addison 
Del Rio, freshman, swims the breast 
stroke. Del Rio qualified for State in 
a number of events and took 16 lh 
place in the 100 backstroke. Her 
accomplishments gained her the 
Most Valuable Freshman award. 
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Finishing 33rd at State, Girls’ Swimming Team 
faces constant stream of competitions. Although 
their victories bring them to their goal of advancing 
to State, Coaches Tina Schmidt and Mike Stennis 
move on to pursue other interests. 

Shocking Spirit 

At the edge of the pool, a woman dressed in a Superman 
tee shirt sporting lighted four leaf clover antennae screamed 
at the top of her lungs as the group raced on at Sectionals. 

"Each thing I had on meant something for each kid," Coach 
Tina Schmidt said. "It was a way to get the team all fired up." 

As the last step before their final meet at State, Sectionals 
charged the swimming atmosphere with the competition at 
hand. However, the pressure to perform well loomed over the 
swimmers who knew that their time and place at the event 
would decide whether or not they would advance to swim in 
Indianapolis, according to Nicole Famsley, senior. 

Although seven girls qualified for state events, the season 
encountered a few challenges that made the path to victory a 
little more difficult. From illness to other obligations, the team 
suffered hardships that cost them victories at meets such as 
Portage, according to Christina Guzik, junior. 

Although conflicts caused problems every once in a while, 
certain swimmers suffered more permanent issues, such as 
injuries that left them performing below par. 

"Being injured took me out of the hardest part of the 
season," Schutz said. "Not only that, it really messed up my 
training. When I came back to swim, I was really slow from 
being out of the practice for so long." 

In spite of the problems that the girls encountered on their 
path, the team achieved an overall 12-3 record, with 
championships at both Conference and Sectionals. 
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HOW WOULD YOU 
DESCRIBE TEAM SPIRIT? 


State 

33rd 


“We had really good spirit 
most of the time. We made 
signs for our locker room 
for perseverance and to 
help push people with 
inspirational quotes.” 

Liz Hinkleman, freshman 

“It was really great. There 
was a lot of ‘team unity’ in 
the group. Everybody just 
basically knew that they had 
to do well while having a 
good time, too.” 

Samantha Watanapongse, 
junior 

“Our team spirit was pretty 
good. As the season went 
on, everyone got closer. 
When things started to get 
really hard, the girls tended 
to pull together more.” 

Mike Stennis, 

Assistant Coach 


LAC Champs 

Addison Del Rio 
Becky Triemstra 
Samantha 
Watanapongse 


Freshmen Figures 

Despite the difficulties that the team 
dealt with, a large part of the team came 
in the form of newer arrivals. 

With a large freshman group, many 
underclassmen qualified for events at 
State, helping to give the team more 
events to compete in. Even though the 
numbers differed between grades, 
freshmen knew that the team didn't 
survive on just figures. 

"It was fun having a lot of freshman 
on the team," Becky Triemstra, freshman, 
said. "Even though a lot of people 
thought we were the talent, it wasn't just 
us on the team. It was the older people 
with experience as well." 

As underclassmen and upperclass- 
men flew off the blocks at the flash of 
the starting light at Sectionals, they 
hoped to make a place for themselves at 
State. Setting grade levels aside, though, 
the team worked together to finish 33rd 
at State. 

Girls' Swimming 


State Qualifiers 

Addison Del Rio 
Christina Guzik 
Liz Hinkleman 
Kate Mikels 
Lisa Rietmann 
Becky Triemstra 
Samantha 
Watanapongse 
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Painful Position 

Circling around for the take-down, 

Dan Mize, senior, puts his opponent 
into an obvious state of discomfort. 
"I was kind of proud of my 37-4 re- 
cord," Mize said, "but I still wished 
that I had gone to State." 

Hands Down 

With a determined look on his face, 
Joe Flores, senior, pins his op- 
ponent. Flores not only placed 
second at Regionals, but he also 
placed fourth at Semi-State. 


Baiter Up 

Completely twisted around his 
opponent, Tim Hunt, junior, 
employs the wrestling move known 
as the "baseball bat." "The season 
went pretty well," Hunt said, "but 
I still did not beat my older 
brother's record. That became my 
goal for the next year." 


Victory Stance 

After a match the referee holds up 
the arm of the victor, Brian Lerner, 
senior. As a senior Lerner's fondest 
memory of the season remained 
achieving second place at Con- 
ference. "Wrestling was so great 
because there were no boundaries," 
Lerner said. "It was just one man 
against another. There were no 
other factors that really came into 
play. The best man won." 






Boys' Wrestling Team (front row) Pat Scully, Corey Greenya, 
Toshiro Toyama, Mike Shinkan, Dave Estrada, Don Yamtich, 
Nick Bularzik, Andrew Spivey, Jon Wendell (second row) Steve 
Steele, Tim Hunt, Mike Cronin, Denis Lowe, Joe Flores, Kevin 
Higgins, Tom Mourikis, Victor Zemgast, Alex Jacobs (third row) 
Coach Jim Colias, Coach Dan Gelarden, Ashraf Abu-Aita, James 
Pavisian, Andy Doesburg, Art Insurriaga, Aaron Cameron, Jeff 
Newcomb, Austin Grow, Derek Newell, Dave Dziubczynski, 
Coach Brian Clark (fourth row) Bryan Bokowy, Mario Zemgast, 
Brian Lerner, Dan Mize, Chris Herr, Mike Lee, Tony Nishimura, 
Lee Murphy (back row) Phil Resler, Shane Hendron, Pan Kinka, 
Zach Lambert, Nick Bokowy, Billy Lewis 
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Holding their own 


From taking their first ever Lowell Super-Duels 
championship to having a junior finish fourth at 
State, wrestling season provides a variety of 
individual and team achievements. 


Memorable Moments 

Although an ever-present adrenaline rush existed 
throughout each wrestling match, specific moments sometimes 
stood out in competitors' minds. Season highlights occurred 
both individually, as well as for the team as a whole. 

One proud moment for Tim Hunt, junior, took place during 
Regionals. Competing in his closest match against the Griffith 
wrestler ranked sixth in State, Hunt won with a score of 12-1. 
Hunt received not only the title of having the most pins, but 
also first at the semi-state tournament. 

Highlights also ran high for the team as a whole, according 
to Coach Jim Colias, WWMS social studies teacher. The team 
placed first at the Lowell Super-Duels, a win that the team 
had never achieved before on its own. 

"It was the best they wrestled all year," Coach Colias said. 
"They put out a fantastic effort. We won a lot of close matches." 

Ending with a record of 20-7, the Wrestling Team had several 
tournaments that stood out in their minds. Not only did 
personal achievements remain prominent for some, but other 
team performances stood out as well. 
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Ritual Relief 


Why did you choose 

TO JOIN WRESTLING? 


Common sights at wrestling meets included the matches, 
other boys practicing for their next match and coaches 
encouraging their team members. Yet Dan Mize, senior, often 
paced back and forth repeatedly, deep 
in thought. This act didn't come 
naturally to all wrestlers. 

Although universal rituals didn't 
exist for the Wrestling Team, some team 
members performed individual ones. 
Since wrestling didn't truly entail a team 
effort, most found they had to pump 
themselves up on their own. 

Others agreed that they needed a 
certain mentality to perform their best. 


“You just had to do it. It was 
something you had to work 
at every day to get good at.' 

Dan Mize, senior 

“I liked the level of 
competition. It kept you in 
shape and out of trouble.” 

Joe Flores, senior 


“It was a lot more of an 
individual sport than a team 
sport. You had a lot more 
freedom that way, rather 
than in football when you 
were always told what to do.” 
Andy Doesburg, 
sophomore 

“It started back in sixth 
grade. I wanted to stick with 
it because I was always 
able to do something, 
instead of just sitting 
around.” 

Mike Cronin, senior 


"You needed to be in a zone," Joe 
Flores, senior, said. "You went out and 
planned to win, no matter what." 

Team unity never proved a first 
priority for the wrestlers. Although their 
methods varied, they always found it a 
necessity to have the proper attitude 
while competing in matches. 

Painful Grimace 

Fighting for an arm, sophomore Mario Zerngast's 
opponent tries to pin him. As an individual sport, 
wrestling offered a bigger chance for upsets for 
each individual team member. "The only 
expectation I ever had was for the boys to wrestle 
hard," Coach Jim Colias, WWMS teacher, said. 
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All Wound Up 



With his mind on his form and his 
eyes on the batter, Joe Rybicki, 
senior, performs the last stage of his 
pitch before firing the ball to home 
plate. As the Mustangs' leading 
pitcher, Rybicki was 9-2 with a 2.32 
ERA and struck out 80 in 66 V, 
innings, prior to the State semifinal 
against Penn. 


Facing Off 


While a sign of exertion sweeps 
across his face, left fielder Tom 
Royal, senior, makes contact with 
the oncoming pitch. Keeping a cool 
head and not worrying about tough 
competitors developed as the 
team's strategy, according to Royal. 
"We tried to not get nervous," 
Royal said. "Getting overworked 
didn't help anything." 

Crucial Catch 

To trap the ball while the pitcher 
warms up, catcher Brad Nykiel, 
junior, closes his mitt in a cloud of 
dust. As a part of the pitching setup, 
Nykiel served as an indispensable 
player, according to pitcher Steve 
Paradzinsky, junior. "We all worked 
with Nykiel a lot in JV, and he called 
a very effective game for us." 


Ahead of the Game 


Hitting Home 


To score another run against Lake 

Station in the first Lake Athletic 
Conference (LAC) game, Mike 
Mirabelli, senior, jogs across home 
plate on a single. Consistently 
keeping the ball moving provided 
one of the biggest assets for the 
team, according to Mirabelli. "We 
had a solid lineup, one through 
nine," Mirabelli said. "Everyone 
could put the ball in play." 


To get a lead off from the first 
baseman, Mike Kalina, sophomore 
keeps his eyes on the Valparaiso 
pitcher while inching his way 
towards second base. Coach Bob 
Shinkan, geometry teacher, at- 
tributed some of the early strengths 
of the team to the ability to steal 
bases. "We were able to take the 
extra base when we needed to," 
Coach Shinkan said. "It helped to 
bring in some extra runs." 





Aiming at 

State 

A Little Bit of History 


Despite a 7th place 
finish at Conference, 
the team’s victory at 
Regionals against 
Highland Anderson 
gives baseball its 
first trip down state 
to the Final Four. 


Holding their "Regional Champions" nameplate high as 
camera flashes burst around them, the Baseball Team cheered 
at its victory. The Boys' win against Anderson Highland let 
the team advance to the Final Four-something no baseball team 
in Munster's history had accomplished. 

The 7-4 win during the second regional game marked a 
new team opportunity. For the first time ever, the Boys 
advanced to State to play Penn. The game instilled a strong 
sense of pride, according to Mike Mirabelli, senior. 

With Elliott Gibbs, junior, as the starting pitcher, the 
Mustangs gave up a total of four runs in the sixth inning. Gibbs 
struck out 10, even though he only had pitching experience in 
six games before the Regional match. 

"I had to take a look at the two teams that we were going to 
play and make a decision," Coach Bob Shinkan, geometry 
teacher, said. "I knew that if he just went out there and pitched 
his ball game, he'd be all right against them." 

A double, a triple and three RBIs by junior Kevin Kutansky 
helped the team keep its lead. The team's performance also 
helped Coach Shinkan to gain his first career Regional win. 

"It was kind of like a pinnacle to my career to say I went to 
the Final Four," Coach Shinkan said. "I wasn't in coaching for 
the accolades though. When I picked a team, it was like they 
were my family. I watched them grow and mature throughout 
the season,. It felt good to see the kids' earn it." 

Strong Starts 


What was your goal 

THIS YEAR? 


“Getting to a .500 
average for batting. I 
wanted to try and improve 
on what I had been hitting 
around in the ,400s. 
Improving throughout the 
season was just 
something you did 
naturally.” 

Kevin Kutansky, junior 

“I really didn’t have a set 
goal for the season. It was 
just a matter of going out 
onto the mound and 
pitching an effective game 
and not letting innings go.” 
Steve Paradzinski, junior 
“Every practice or game 
you found something to 
help you become a little 
better. All the times I went 
out there I improved. As a 
younger player, I knew that 
it was the time to learn.” 
Mike Kalina, sophomore 


As nine victories opened the Baseball 
Team's season and propelled the team 
to ninth in the state, the group caught 
sight of strengths right off the bat. 

Combining a solid pitching staff with 
a series of strong players, hitting gave 
the Mustangs the edge they needed, 
according to Mike Rosen, junior. 

"We had an explosive offensive 
team," Rosen said. "I really thought that 
in the long run, with some good defense, 
it would carry us in the season." 

With 89 runs in nine games, the team 
saw their offensive lineup as key in 
taking down some of their tougher 
opponents, according to Mike Mirabelli, 
senior. Putting up 11 runs in the fourth 
inning to beat Valparaiso proved the 
team's skill in the area. 

With a 9-0 record ready to host the 
Mustang Classic, some on the team 
attributed their wins at that point on a 
competitive offense. With thoughts of 
Sectionals and Reigonals in mind, Rosen 
felt the strengths of the team could carry 
the group to victory at Sectionals. 
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Dugout Decisions 

To get the attention of the bullpen. 
Coach Bob Shinkan, geometry 
teacher, leans over the fence and 
discusses strategy with seniors 
Mark Obszanski and Brian Balkam 
during a break between innings. 
The team looked to Coach Shinkan 
for leadership throughout the 
season, according to Mike Kalina, 
sophomore. "Coach Shinkan really 
helped us improve because he 
always pushed us to the next level," 
Kalina said. "Everybody should 
have had a coach like him. "The 
Times went on to name Shinkan 
Baseball Coach of the Year after he 
lead his team to the state Final Four. 


Batting Breather 

Between innings, Kevin Kutansky, 
junior, heads back to the dugout 
while Coach Marty Keil, Director of 
Pupil Services, checks the field. 
Kutansky tied the school record for 
triples by an individual player in 
one season with his seven triples. 


Keeping in Line 

While holding on a drive to the 
base, first baseman J.E. Anthony, 
senior, positions his glove to trap 
the ball. Although Anthony 
suffered a back injury during the 
previous year because of a mishap, 
he continued to play on the team. 




Varsity Baseball (front row) Coach Marty Keil, Paul 
Obszanski, J.E. Anthony, Mark Obszanski, Kurt Keil, Coach 
Bob Shinkan (second row) Mike Rosen, Brian Balkam, Steve 
Paradzinski, Dave Pleitner, Kevin Kutansky, Joe Rybicki, 
Brett Navarro ( back row) Brad Nykiel, Tom Royal, Mike 
Mirabelli, Aaron Cameron, Elliott Gibbs, Mike Kalina 



JV Baseball (front row) Dan Strzempka, Steve Garcia, 
David Noel, Jeff Edens, David York (second row) Tony 
Hofstra, Mike Helfen, Jon Noworyta, Tony Calabrese, Phil 
Koscielski, Vic Ancich (back row) Jim Gonzales, Ricky 
Balkam, Adam DelRio, Coach Matt Backs, Alex Pilawski, 
Joe Jaksich, Nick Vrabel 



Freshman Baseball (front row) Mike Shinkan, Andrew 
Spivey, Mike Lee, Bart Banach, Matt Jillson, Ricky Brennan 
(second row) Jon Caddick, Bryan Bokowy, Josh Caddick, 
Scott Starewicz, John Simmons (back row) Mike Penman, 
Russell Petersen, Brian Hayes, Coach Mike Mikolajczyk, 
Tony Spinosa, Jason Grunewald 
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On the Rebound 

Walking away from a game with six errors and their first 
loss of the season to Highland, the Mustangs took away a 
different kind of experience during the Mustang Classic 
against Kankakee Valley and Highland. 

A 12-13 loss to Highland for the Mustangs, who had stayed 
undefeated for the first part of the season, brought about a 
shock for many on the team, according to Brian Balkam, senior. 

"We had eight errors in the first game against Highland," 
Balkam said. "The second time we played, we probably had 
less than five hits. There wasn't an excuse; we beat ourselves." 

Trying to stop opponents from getting ahead in an inning 
relied on strong fielding, a skill that the hadn't taken root for 
the Mustangs early in the season, according to Head Coach 
Bob Shinkan, geometry teacher. 

"There were a few times when I was disappointed," Coach 
Shinkan said. "Errors were going to happen, but some of what 
I saw was just a lack of concentration. The leads we had over 
some teams were so big that the guys lost their concentration." 

The losses to Highland warranted a number of feelings for 
the Mustangs' ball club. Mark Obszanski, senior, saw 
motivation in redemption for what had happened. 

"All I could say was that we'd see them at Sectionals," 
Obzanski said. "Playing Highland for a third time wasn't 
something we were afraid of. We looked forward to it." 

Although keeping a winning record for the entire season, 
the Mustangs few losses proved to them that the team was 
not infallible. However, practice and victories over other 
competition rebounded the group into their confidence. 

Sticking Together 


Huddled around the pitcher's mound, the Boys' Varsity 
Baseball Team riled up in one of their few rituals as a group. 

While the Mustangs' roster displayed diversity in grade 
levels among the players, the goal of the group remained 
common, according to Kurt Keil, junior. 

"After the games we'd always huddle around the mound," 
Keil said. "It was one of the few things we did, but it brought 
us together after the game. All of us knew we wa a ted to make 
progress and get wins in Sectionals and Regionals." 

Although the team had few rituals during the game, a lack 
of spirit never developed into a problem. Spirit originated 
from team leaders, according to J.E. Anthony, senior. 

"Mike Mirabelli [senior], Mike Rosen [junior], and a lot of 
other guys gave us the bulk of our leadership," Anthony said. 
"They were able to get the teams motivated." 

As the group rushed to the 
mound at the close of their 
game against Lake Central, a 
swirl of dust swooped up 
around them. With their 
tensions alleviated and their 
minds on the next com- 
petition, the Baseball Team 
broke their huddle and con- 
centrated on keeping cool for 
their next game. 


Conference Challenge 

Scoring a hit off of Lake Station's 
pitcher during the first game of the 
Lake Athletic Conference (LAC), 
Kurt Keil, junior, drives the ball to 
left field. The team scored a 12-0 
victory over Lake station and broke 
the 1983 and 1988 tied school record 
of 13 triples in a varsity season by 
scoring 14. The team fell in the next 
two games to Clark and Gavit with 
scores of 4-6 and 6-7 respectively. 
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Winding Up 

Just after tagging her opponent at 
first base, Katie Hauter, senior, 
throws the ball to another team- 
mate to complete the play. With 
only three seniors, the Softball Team 
proved their strengths. 

Warm Up 

Before the inning, Sami Seligman, 
sophomore, taps her mitt with 
juniors Jillian Martin and Erin Kolb 
and senior Katie Hauter. "I played 
softball because it was a team 
sport," Seligman said. "You had to 
depend on every member to win." 



Slip and Slide 

Sliding into third base, Julie Spear, 
junior, scrambles to beat the ball 
while Coach Jim Davidson, in- 
dustrial technology teacher, looks 
on. "Unlike other sports 1 played, 
the softball coaches didn't discrim- 
inate against me for being short," 
Spear said. "That was why I liked 
softball so much. You had to be fast 
and be able to catch the ball. 1 could 
excel at both of those things." 

Helpful Hints 

Caught up in the excitement of the 
game. Coach Jim Davidson, indus- 
trial technology teacher, yells to one 
of his players. "He always en- 
couraged us," Julie Spear, junior, 
said. "He pointed out what we did 
wrong. Then he tried to help." 



Batter Up 

As the determination shows on her 
face, Jillian Martin, junior, tenses up 
to hit the ball. According to Erin 
Kolb and Julie Spear, juniors, and 
Danielle Zagorski, senior, hitting 
existed as the team's strongest asset. 
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Reigning as 
Conference Champs, 
Softball Team 
shatters early 
predictions of defeat 
while adjusting to 
a younger team. 


Memorable Moments 


Approaching home base, junior Kristi Nishimura swelled 
with pride. Up at bat against an Andrean pitcher ranked in 
the Top Ten in the state, Nishimura hit a home run for the first 
pitch thrown to her that season. 

From the many girls on the Softball Team, a few games stood 
out from the others. While the game against long-time rival 
Andrean proved most memorable for some, others looked 
proudly upon the game against Highland. 

Competition with rivals such as Highland and Andrean 
often made games more exciting, according to Julie Spear, 
junior. However, the Highland game remained more in her 
mind because of her own performance. 

"After striking out twice, I got a hit," Spear said. "When I 
slid into home, I smacked the ball out of the catcher's hand 
and got the run. It was the best moment of the season for me." 

For sophomores Sami Seligman and Amy Parker, the win 
against Highland also proved memorable. It signified the 
team's title as Conference Champions. The night of the victory 
the girls anxiously awaited the outcome of Andrean's game, 
the determinant of whether Andrean would share the 
conference title. As the news of Andrean's loss reached the 
girls, they celebrated their accomplishment. 

Looking back, Nishimura felt the memory she had the most 
pride in remained the home run from her first game. 

Inspirational Instances 


Stepping onto the field, Jess Wilson, junior, felt for the pin 
on her shirt. Although initially anxious to pitch, recalling the 
WHAT MADE THIS "Believe" pin that her mother gave her 

SEASON UNIQUE? boosted Wilson's energy and confidence. 

For the Softball Team, different fact- 


“Last year the team was 
way more individual. 
Everyone stepped up at 
different times this year." 
Jess Wilson, junior 
“We were better at hitting 
this year, even though we 
were much younger. When 
someone came up to the 
plate, we knew they were 
going to get a hit and not 
strike out.” 

Danielle Zagorski, senior 

“There was more to look 
forward to with Sectionals 
and State. It was more 
important to us because that 
was when we would be able 
to show how good we really 
were. Just making it to State 
made us want to try even 
harder.” 

Amy Parker, sophomore 


ors influenced the girls as they played. 
A few felt more individually motivated, 
while others felt inspired through 
combined team efforts. 

Promotion to varsity encouraged 
Amy Parker, sophomore. Her first year 
proved difficult, yet she didn't give up. 

"I just tried to do my best," Parker 
said. "I wanted to show I could play with 
seniors and juniors and do just as well." 

Other motivation stemmed from 
people's expectations for the team's 
season. Going into the season, according 
to junior Julie Spear, people didn't keep 
promising predictions for how the team 
would perform. But through the girls' 
efforts, they ended up breaking the 
school record for the most wins. 

"We all wanted to win," Sami 
Seligman, sophomore said. "We went out 
there to prove that we were good, which 
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Supportive Sisters Loosen Up 


Intent on their game, Mary Heaney 
and Stefania Andjelich, sopho- 
mores, Jillian Martin, junior, 
Danielle Zagorski, senior, and Jess 
Wilson, junior, support their team. 
"Knowing my team was there to 
back me up helped," Zagorski said. 


Stretching her arms out, Sami 
Seligman, sophomore, gets ready to 
bat. Playing her first year on varsity, 
Seligman picked up new tech- 
niques and made friends. "I learned 
that, with teamwork, you could get 
anything done," Seligman said. 


Heads Up 

Just after releasing 
the ball, pitcher Jess 
Wilson, junior, foll- 
ows through. "It took 
a lot of hard practice 
to get where we end- 
ed up," Wilson said. 
"We had to want to 
work before we did 
really well." 




Varsity Softball Team (front row) Mary Heaney, Kristi Nishimura, Amy 
Parker, Sami Seligman, Katherine Caruso, Julie Spear (second row) Jessica 
Andryske, Katie Hauter, Talia Matury-Vacaro, Jess Wilson, Jillian Martin 
(back row) Manager Alana Salata, Coach Mike Coil, Stefania Andjelich, 
Erin Kolb, Coach Beth Vesa, Coach Jim Davidson 



Junior Varsity Softball Team (front row) Sarah Stockle, Aubrey Burdeau, 
Shannon O'Keefe, Tamara Jones (second row) Megan Remec, Katie 
Schlesinger, Ashley Velchek, Lauren Jones, Lauren Biel (back row) Coach 
Mike Coil, Stefania Andjelich, Samantha Skaggs, Jessica Andryske, Lauren 
Harrington, Ashley Jasevicius 



Freshman Softball Team (front row) Aja Aktay, Kristie Drudge, Kristina 
Barney (second row) Jennifer Gluek, Sheree Hanrahan, Britney Meier, 
Rachel Gill (back row) Katrina Kupski, Alex Castaneda, Coach Beth Vcsa, 
Natalia Paez, Elizabeth Puterko 

Softball 
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Clenching 

Success"'""' 


was something a lot of people didn't believe at first because 
of all the seniors that had graduated." 

Motivation acted individually and collectively for the girls. 
While some needed something tangible to lift their spirits, 
many found inspiration from their teammates. 

Winding up for her first pitch, Wilson relaxed. She felt the 
determination inside her to make known to herself and the 
spectators the ability of the girls on the team. 

Lessons for Life 


Collectively the girls on the Softball Team learned from their 
experiences from the season. From defeating existing 
stereotypes to coming back and winning close games, the girls 
felt they learned the true meaning of teamwork. 

For Kristi Nishimura, junior, sports encompassed an 
individual activity. But by working with her teammates, she 
felt she picked up better skills for dealing with issues. 

"Normally I got down on myself a lot," Nishimura said. 
"But this season I learned that it took a whole team to win a 
game. There was no T in team. I finally realized that." 

After dealing with certain setbacks, Erin Kolb, junior, picked 
up a similar lesson from playing on the team. 

"You had you let some things go," Kolb said. "You could 
keep them in the back of your mind, but you had to stay 
focused and keep your head in the game always." 

Many girls on the team also felt they took something with 
them from the season. Senior Danielle Zagorski, junior Julie 
Spear and sophomore Amy Parker learned not to give up. 

"From the season I learned not to ever give up," Spear said. 
"I shouldn't have listened to what other people said because 
with the team I proved them wrong in the long run." 

By spending so much time together, the Softball Team 
picked up similar viewpoints. Not only did they learn ways 
to improve their game, but they also felt that they began to 
better their mentalities in different situations. 

Frequent Following 


Although some felt fan support lacked for the Softball Team, 
several girls believed the opposite. Student attendance never 
averaged very high, yet parents watched every game. 

The team acknowledged that their crowds didn't consist of 
many peers, but that didn't bother them. The families that did 
attend proved sufficient for several girls. 

"We didn't always have a lot of fan support," Jess Wilson, 
junior, said. "But our parents compensated for that. They 
believed in us even when we didn't." 

Although a great number of students didn't attend many 
games, small groups did show up. These fans encouraged the 
girls through cheering, as well as yelling comments to the other 
team, according to Julie Spear, junior. 

The dedicated groups of people who chose to watch the 

Softball Team's games proved 


Playing Catch 


While the girls prepare to play, 
catcher Danielle Zagorski, senior, 
takes a few practice pitches. "It was 
a dream for me to play in the 
Olympics," Zagorski said. "But 
there were certain steps I needed to 
take, so I was working my way up." 


effective for many of the team 
members. Through showing 
their support, the fans 
motivated the team into 
maintaining their confidence 
throughout each game. 
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Teeing Off 


Ready for impact, Tim Piatek, 
sophomore, practices his drives at 
Woodmar Country Club. "[Geoff] 
Girot [senior] and I always had 
chip-offs and putt-offs around the 
practice green before matches," 
Piatek said. "It was good practice 
before the match." 


Sandstorm 

After chipping the ball out of a sand 

trap, Shaun Dunn, sophomore, 
follows through with his shot. Nine 
strokes ahead of any other player 
in the Lake Athletic Conference, 
Dunn obtained the title of MVP. 

Words of Wisdom 

Before a match Coach Brian Clark, 
English teacher, gives instructions 
to the Boys' Golf Team. "We lost 
four key players, so we were trying 
to continue to have success this 
year," Coach Clark said. 






Boys' Golf Team (first row) Bryan Kowalczyk, Shaun Dunn, Gary 
Ghezzi, Ryan Miller, Michael Tiberi, Matthew Banach (back row) 
Adam Kaufman, James Kaczka, Geoff Girot, Tim Piatek, Danny 
Chambers, Stephen Paarlberg, Coach Brian Clark 

Practice Makes Perfect 

Hands on the club, Ryan Miller, 
sophomore, works on his chip shot. 
"I had been playing since I was 
eight or nine," Miller said. "It was 
fun, and it [golf practice] let me 
practice practically everyday." 

Boys’ Golf 







Drive For 

Victory 


After a second 
consecutive victory 
at the LAC Tourney, 
Boys’ Golf Team 
extends its reign as 
Sectional, Regional 
Champions. 


Breaking Barriers 


Making contact with the ball as he sent it flying , Geoff Girot, 
senior, led the Boys' Golf Team in exceeding the expectations 
of even their coach. The team surprised themselves at the 
Kankakee Valley Invitational, according to Girot. 

"Kankakee Valley was our best match," Girot said. "It was 
the first invitational we had won since I was on varsity." 

Through the season the Boys' Golf Team continued to show 
potential, especially the underclassmen, according to Girot. 
However, the team experienced some tough matches. 

"Our three losses this year to Crown Point, Portage and 
Lake Central were bad," Ryan Miller, sophomore, said. "We 
just didn't play up to our capabilities." 

Since the Lake Athletic Conference (LAC) didn't include 
either school, Munster had an undefeated Conference record 
going into their last regular season match. Andrean beat them 
in a tiebreaker, creating a three-way tie for the season title. 

As Girot led the team with a score of 80, they proudly basked 
in the honor of finally winning an invitational. 

For the Love of the Game 


As toddlers, most people remember their child's first step 
or first word, but for Tim Piatek, sophomore, these typical 
"firsts" included his first set of golf clubs. 

"I couldn't even remember when I started playing golf," 
Piatek said. "I was so little; it must have been a few months 
after I could walk. I just loved the game." 

Even after years of playing the game, golf still seemed 
worthwile, according to Piatek. 

"I loved the game," Piatek said. "It 
was the most fun because success made 


What was the highlight 

OF THE SEASON? 


“Shaun Dunn [sophomore] 
shot two below, and I had 
never seen that before.” 
Geoff Girot, senior 
“My best nine hole match 
was against Bishop Noll. I 
hit the ball really well. I 
finally got my swing back. 
My timing was off at the 
beginning of the season.” 
Tim Piatek, sophomore 
“They [the team] did very 
well. They exceeded my 
expectations. Once I saw 
what they could do, I raised 
my expectations, but they 
still really exceeded them.” 
Coach Brian Clark, 
English teacher 


me want to play more." 

While golfers like Piatek had years of 
experience behind them, some players 
only gained interest recently. As a result 
of his grandparents, Gary Ghezzi, 
sophomore, took up golf three years ago. 

"It really relaxed me," Ghezzi said. "It 
helped take my mind off of other things." 

Golf proved more than just a game for 
many of the players. According to 
Ghezzi, they discovered it gave them an 
enjoyable way to relax and have fun. 

Sharp Shooter 

To obtain an accurate read for his shot, Geoff 
Girot, senior, carefully studies the green. As the 
only senior on the team, Girot emerged showing 
oustanding senior leadership as captain, 
according to Ryan Miller, sophomore. 
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Girls’ Tennis Team 
overcomes early 
season doubts 
and befriends a new 
coach on its way to 
winning Regional title 
by one point. 
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Fresh Motivation 

As she jotted down information about World Literature in 
Mr. Robin Tobias' class, Nisha Doshi, senior, heard a knock on 
the door and received a colorful certificate on her desk. 

Encouraging the players on game day. Coach Dawn Fessler, 
social studies teacher, passed out motivational papers. 

"I gave letters out before meets as organizational tools," 

Coach Fessler said. "Often they had quotes on them, but I also 
put a message to meet on the courts at 3:30 p.m. They served 
as motivational tools and put the meet on their minds." 

Although cutting tee shirts didn't normally provide a form 
of motivation. Coach Fessler used the tattered bits of fabric as 
decoration and a bonding experience. 

"She took a shirt and cut it into seven pieces for each of the 
varsity members," Jill Young, freshman, said. "We wore them 
in our hair on game days, and they were good luck charms." 

Coach Fessler brought with her new ideals and techniques 
including motivation and involvement. 

"We adjusted well to the new coach," Doshi said. "She was 
a lot more involved and got everyone else involved, too. She 
taught us different strategies, and we came together as a team." 

Changes didn't occur over night, however. The "comfort 
zone took a while to set," according to Lindsay Holajter, senior. 

After yelling "Team!" at the meet that afternoon, Doshi 
reflected back to the certificate received in third hour and 
prepared for her upcoming match. 

Unexpected Success 

Feeling the slight blow of her racket, Lauren Eidam, junior, 
served to her opponent awaiting the ball on the other side. 

Undefeated throughout the season, Eidam and Jill Young, 
freshman, proved crucial to the team's points. 

"With Young and Eidam at Numbers 1 and 3 Singles, they 
earned points," Holajter said. 

Facing comments regarding the WHAT WAS THE BEST MEET 
season, the team proved critics wrong QF SEASON? 

with Conference and Sectional titles. 


"I saw why there were negative 
comments," Coach Fessler said. "How- 
ever, we were a team with great players 
and a dedicated coach. When you put 
those two factors together, we were 
bound to have great success." 

In a matter of seconds, Eidam's serve 


“Lowell at Conference. 
When we played them in 
the regular season, it was 
3-2, but in Conference it 
was 5-0. Everyone stepped 
up a notch.” 
Poonam Shah, senior 


quickly transferred into points on the 
board that defended her undefeated title. 

Double Time 

To discuss an upcoming match, doubles players 
Amanda Manoski, junior, and Poonam Shah, 
senior, meet with Coach Dawn Fessler, social 
studies teacher. "I chose to play doubles because 
it was a faster game, I liked it more and I was 
Number 1 Doubles." 


“When we lost to Lake 
Central. It taught us that we 
weren’t invincible.” 

Jill Young, freshman 

“Conference. We weren’t 
expected to do well, but we 
went in and blew Lowell 
out, 5-0.” 

Nisha Doshi, senior 
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Facing Forward 

After whacking the ball over 
the net, Rachel Sepiol, junior, 
couldn't hold back her 
emotion while awaiting her 
opponent's return. "Every 


time I played, 1 always got so 
focused on what I was 
doing," Sepiol said. "My 
reaction was the result of the 
action." 


Girls' Tennis Team (front row) Sonia Chand, Amanda Manoski, Nisha 
Doshi, Demetra Marinos, Lindsay Holajter, Rachel Sepiol, Poonam Shah, 
Celia Gonzales, Ryann Perlinski, Lauren Eidam, Jill Young (necond row ) 
Jessica Acosta, Kiystle Montella, Michelle Peiguss, Laurie Zurek, Elise 
Eldert, Stephanie Coulis, Marijana Repac, Nikki Bland, Emily Hoban, 
Liz Anderson (third row) Jill Sinchak, Christine Taber, Amanda Porta, 
Shivani Sharma, Renee Schmitt, Kate Kemer, Morgan Wagner, Amanda 
Stamos, Kristen Brazel, Carolyn Marinier, Kassy Pawlowicz (fourth row) 
Neema Shah, Dijita Sundi, Katie Landowski, Sara C.regson, Carolyn Jania, 
Emily Alberti, Valerie Porras, Marisa Renwald, Lidya Yakubovskaya, Vicki 
Beliakova (back row) Nidhi Kansal, Connie Kuo, Lisa Krismanick, Jayme 
Jedrzejczak, Shivali Gandhi, Jessica Wilks, Coach Dawn Fessler, Lauren 
Cherrier, Sophia Blakeley, Shannon Harvey, Hannah Lodge, Janushi Dalai, 
Ilene Blumberg 






Young at Heart One-of-a-Kind 


As she eyes the ball in anticipation 
of contact, Jill Young, freshman, 
positions her racket. Young earned 
Number 3 Singles in her first year 
on the team. "I put all the hype 
behin d me at each match," Young 
said. "I didn't like to set standards 
high, and I always lived by the 
quote, 'If the worst is expected, 
winning will be a lot better.'" 


Number 1 Singles player and 
undefeated throughout the season, 
Lauren Eidam, junior, returns a 
serve at practice. Along with the 
rest of varsity, Eidam's Regional 
victory contributed to a slim 3-2 win 
against Lake Central at Regionals. 


Girls’ Tennis 
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Boys' Track Team (front row) Chris Newcomb, Joe Noworyta, Tony Doesburg, Adam 
Castor, Dan Anderson, Alex Miller, Dave Ahlf, Allen Hill (second row) Chuck Mamich, 
Adam Slaboski, Joe Flores, Gadeir Abbas, Adam Stuebe, Greg Eckrich, Shane Hendron 
(third row) Max Ntiamoah, Josh Martin, Nick Cosme, Keith Dell'Aquila, Jeff Newcomb, 
Matt Baker, Dan Witkus, John Meacham (fourth row) Andy Doesburg, Robbie Bielawski, 
Kyle Hathaway, Chris Koschnitzky, Richie White, Don Yamtich, Mark Susoreny (fifth 
row) Robbie Collins, Mike Stoffregen, Dustin Moriarty, Billy Lewis, Alex Cheng, Brett 
Stewart, Mike Ristic, John Keplinger (sixth row) Adam Tepper, Doug Quasny, Dave 
Pleitner, Steve Coulis, Dan Larson, James Olaosebikan, Ryan Trojanski (seventh row) Chris 
Sipes, Alex Gikas, Tom Barnes, Ryan Bowers, Jim Hernandez, Nick Smith, Dave Restler, 
Tom Burek (back row) Chris Herr, Bryan Adams, Coach Aaron Brown, Coach Ed Woodrick, 
Coach Steven Lopez, George Behrens 

Boys’ Track 




High Rise 


During an early season meet, Richie 
White, junior, keeps up with Cal- 
umet's Ivan Ignacio, junior. "It was 
cold that day," White said. "It 
started snowing in the last two laps. 
But it wasn't a problem; everyone 
faced the same conditions." 

Feeling Fatigued 


After passing the baton to Chris 
Koschnitzky, senior, Mike Stof- 
fregen, sophomore, slows to a stop 
during the 4x800m relay. "In a race 
you couldn’t think about how tired 
you were," Stoffregen said. "You 
had to tell yourself to go faster; 
otherwise you'd slow down." 


Arms extended for balance, Nick 
Varinac, senior, competes in the 
high jump at Conference. "My 
personal highlight was reaching 6 
feet 4 inches and taking first at the 
Mustang Invite," Varinac said. 

Ready to Tump 

Pole in hand, Chris Newcomb, 
senior, directs his concentration 
toward his next vault. Newcomb 
qualified for State in the pole vault, 
the only team member to make it 
that far. "I loved the feeling of 
falling from 14 feet onto a big cush- 
ion," Newcomb said. 


Cool Runnings 




Splash of 



Combining record- 
breakers with 
friendships, the 
Boys’ Track Team 
makes waves by 
winning first ever 
Conference title. 


For the Record 


Arthur Guinness upheld a purpose when he created his 
famous book of world records. He gave recognition to the tal- 
lest person, fastest runner and largest cucumber in the world. 

Like Guinness, Coach Steven Lopez, social studies teacher, 
understood the importance of record-breakers. He recognized 
the significance of Richie White, junior, who broke the 
Conference record for the 1600m run with a time of 4:29, just 
sliding past the previous record by a slim half second. 

"It was a big accomplishment for him," Coach Lopez said. 
"It put him up there with some of the better times in the Region 
and gave him the confidence to hopefully go to State." 

Broken records decorated the season for the Boys' Track 
Team. At the Mustang Invitational, the 4x800m relay team, 
consisting of seniors Mike Ristic and Chris Koschnitzky, soph- 
omore Mike Stoffregen and freshman Don Yamtich, took first 
place and set the meet record with a time of 8:28.41 seconds. 

To top off the list, Chris Newcomb, senior, broke the In- 
Door Conference, Mustang Invitational, Mustang field and 
Conference records for the pole vault. 

"I knew I'd be able to break a few records," Newcomb said, 
"but I was surprised to break the In-Door Conference one 
because that was my first time pole vaulting that season." 

Self-satisfaction gave team members a incentive to do well. 
Earning the honor of Athlete of the Week in The Times served 
as an additional prize for White. He knew his Conference 
performance helped lead his team to victory. 

Food, Fun and Football 


As he scanned 

Why did you put in so 

MUCH TIME? 


“There was always 
something to beat, whether 
it was to win, set your 
personal record or qualify 
for the next level. The 
desire to accomplish 
something kept me going.”” 
Tony Doesburg, junior 
“I did it for the enjoyment 
and the friends I made. It 
also helped me stay in 
shape.” 

Joe Flores, senior 


the field intensely, Dan Anderson, senior, 
saw Nick Varinac, senior, wide open and 
fired. Varinac grabbed the pass, sped 
across the grass and scored a touchdown. 

Unfortunately, the touchdown would 
not contribute to the Boys' Track Team's 
record. Still, the annual outdoor barbe- 
cue allowed the boys to bond before the 
Mustang Invitational meet. 

"When I got close to my teammates, 
it made me want to perform well for 
them," Anderson said. 

After Varinac's touchdown his team- 
mates high-fived him. This bonding 
crossed over to the track when the team 
won the Mustang Invitational. 


“Setting records and 
becoming a part of Munster 
track history was rewarding.” 

Richie White, junior 


Crash Landing 

Grimacing, Tony Doesburg, junior, screeches to 

a halt. "Long jump involved more skills than 
running fast or for a long time," Doesburg said. 
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On the Fly 

Arms and legs outstretched, Julie 
Bassetto, freshman, anticipates her 
landing. "I had fun doing long 
jump," Bassetto said. "I loved to go 
fast and put all my might into it." 

Girls' Track Team (front row) Katy Stine, Amanda Shike, Nikki Williamson, 
Lisa Rietmann, Alyssa Hathaway, Katie Thompson, Amanda Sandoval, 
Desiree Ballanco, Peach Roman-Lagunas, Gina Bassetto, Kara Klebs, 
Kersten Kelly (second row) Amy Blue, Jenny Yamtich, Jill Stout, Julie 
Bassetto, Amanda Achter, Amanda Diambola, Kara Clark, Nancy Bielfeldt, 
Stephanie Dybel, Sam Korda, Becky Gabrys (third row) Julia Konopasek, 
Justine Bauer, Suzanne Quasny, Lea Pupillo, Michelle Potter, Gina Nuzzo, 
Simal Turan, Gina Selent, Beth Herrin, Kristine Duray, Jennifer Nelson, 
Puja Kathrotiya (fourth row) Amber LaReau, Jessica Sherman, Anna Kretz, 
Maribeth Sarnecki, Markia Hammonds, Laura Gabrys, Ashley 
Damjanovich, Kaitlin DeCero, Karen Lindemann, Lauren Ziemba, Diana 
Bozovic (back row) Coach Dirk Sloan, Jennifer Solis, Melissa Obsanzski, 
Lindsey Peturko, Katie Daniels, Joyce Stamiris, Coach Rob McCall, Coach 
Scott McAlister 


Above All 

Sharply focused on 
her race, Gina Basset- 
to, senior, competes 
in the 300m hurdles. 
Bassetto earned indi- 
vidual titles of Con- 
ference Champ and 
Sectional Champ in 
the event. 





Keeping Pace 

Head up, Amy Blue, senior, treks 
along. Blue broke Gavit's stadium 
record at Conference in the 3200m 
run. "It was really rainy that day 
with deep puddles everywhere," 
Blue said. "I didn't get my best time, 
but I was happy I broke the record." 

Snow Day 

All bundled up, Julia Konopasek, 
freshman, Mrs. Ruth Brown and 
Amanda Shike, freshman, record 
times at the Calumet /Hammond 
meet. Due to injury, Shike couldn't 
run for the majority of the season. 
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One Leap 



Finding the right 
motivation, 

Girls’ Track Team 
completes season 
as Conference 
Champs, Regionals 
qualifiers. 


Double Take 

Wiping the sweat from her face. Peach Roman-Lagunas, 
sophomore, squinted at the timer's stopwatch. She looked at 
her fellow relay members, who smiled back at her knowingly. 

Conference brought many accolades to the Girls' Track 
Team. Along with the 4x800m relay placing first (Roman-Lag- 
unas, Jill Stout, senior, Katy Stine, junior and Suzanne Quasny, 
freshman), the team won the meet for the second time. 

"Winning Conference for the second time in a row was the 
biggest highlight of the season," Gina Bassetto, senior, said. 
"We worked really hard for it, and it showed everyone how 
much talent we had on the team that year." 

The season also gave rise to success when the team placed 
first out of eight teams at the Calumet Invitational. The victory 
signified more than just another achievement. 

"The Calumet Invite was basically a carbon copy of 
Conference, except for a few teams who weren't there," Lea 
Pupillo, junior, said. "Winning the invite gave us an idea of 
how we would perform at Conference." 

The forecast came true when the girls swept Conference by 
a margin of over 60 points. At the end of the day, Peach enjoyed 
knowing her individual effort helped out the entire team. 

Sweet Success 


As Desiree Ballanco, senior, turned the corner, the finish 
line seemed a mile away. On the side of the track stood three 
figures, each with a can of Diet Coke in one hand and a box of 
popcorn in the other. "You can do it, Desiree!" they yelled. 

When members of the Girls' Track Team neared the end of 
a race, the coaches often provided that final, much needed 
boost of energy, even while eating their same favorite snacks 
at every meet, according to Ballanco. 

To complement the coaches' encouragement, each girl had 
to motivate herself. Lenient coaches actually produced a 
harder-working team. 

"Our coaches gave us breaks," Gina 
Bassetto, senior, said. "But when they let 
us take the day off after Conference, we 
ran anyway. It was a form of torture; they 
taught us to discipline ourselves." 

Ballanco's body underwent physical 
torture as she pushed herself to the limit. 
Luckily, the familiar voices of her soda- 
slurping, popcorn-munching coaches 
carried her to the end. 


What have you 

LEARNED? 


“You were only as good as 
what you put into it.” 

Alyssa Hathaway, 
sophomore 

“Run fast.” 

Lea Pupillo, junior 

“As a senior, I learned you 
should always try as hard as 
you could, because pretty 
soon there wouldn’t be a 
next time.” 

Jill Stout, senior 


Graceful Air 


Eyes on the mat. Amber LaReau, senior, carries 
herself over the high jump bar. "Sometimes on a 
good jump, it felt like I was flying," LaReau said. 


Girls' 
8-1 Track 


1“ LAC In-Door 

2 nd Lake Central 

I s1 Clark/Gavit 
I 9 ' Morton/ 
Griffith 

1" Hammond/ 
Calumet 
1“ Morton/ 
Highland 
10 ,h Penn Invite 
2"° Highland 
Invite 

I 5 ’ Mustang 
Invite 

I s ' Calumet 
Invite 

LAC Tourney 

1 st | 

Sectionals 

2 nd | 

LAC Record 

8-0 


LAC Champs 

Desiree Ballanco 
Gina Bassetto 
Amy Blue 
Peach Roman- 
Lagunas 
Katie Thompson 
Sectional Champs 
Gina Bassetto 
Amber LaReau 


Girls’ Track 
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students choose methods that reflect 
their individual personality 

Embarking on a long run in the cold winter weather, Don 
Yamtich, freshman, tried to soothe his nerves. Not only did 
Don enjoy running in competition, but he often ran in order 
to relax after a stressful day. Regardless of the weather 
conditions, these excursions helped him think things over. 

Students like Don felt they needed ways to calm down on 
days when stress levels remained high. Many students 
considered the average day harmful to their nerves. However, 
Don came up with his own way to handle these complications. 

"I tried to never let things bother me much," Don said. "Not 
thinking that you had a stressful day — that was the key." 

Many students agreed that listening to music worked best 
to relieve stress, yet some opinions differed. Others needed a 
more social alternative to help them deal with problems. 

At her parents' store Insight Out, Jodi Rosenthal, junior, 
participated in "Anti-Stress Nights" to help deal with 
difficulties. This class, one among many others at the store, 
offered an atmosphere where people could talk to anybody 
they wanted about things going on, according to Jodi. 

Whether going on runs or attending a class, students chose 
varied ways to relieve stress. Whatever method each student 
chose reflected his or her own way of dealing with problems. 

As Don returned home from his long run, he felt much 
better. For as long as he could remember, running had always 
helped him clear his mind when he had a stressful day. 



Two to Tango 

At the Winter Homecoming dance, 
seniors Candice Kouros and Desiree 
Ballanco, get lost in the music. Winter 
Homecoming provided an oppor- 
tunity for students to enjoy the 
atmosphere of a dance without all the 
nuisances presented by formals. "You 
didn't have to worry about any- 
thing," Candice said. "You got to be 
yourself, let loose and have fun." 

Relieving Stress 


Losing Control 

Involved in their PlayStation 2 game, 
juniors Dan Kohnen and Adam 
Tepper, take some time to relax and 
compete in video games for a while. 
Many students found it necessary to 
have some "play time" each day to 
release stress. "It was nice to hang out 
with my friends after school because 
they had to deal with the same 
problems I did," Adam said. 



L taving 

shape 

At Fitness Pointe after school, 
Dan Barton, junior, lets out pent- 
up energy. "Before I used to go, I 
would sometimes be stressed 
out," Dan said. "But once I had a 
good workout, I went home and 
laid down because I was so tired. 
I wouldn't be stressed anymore; 
instead, I felt really good." 
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Coffee Talk 

On a half day, senior Eric Flores and 
junior Jordan Richardson eats out 
with friends. Many students hailed 
the arrival of half days for bringing a 
change to the usual routine and 
allowing more time for relaxation 
after school. "It was nice to be able to 
sit back and have a casual con- 
versation with your friends without 
having to worry about school at the 
same time," Jordan said. 




Rolling out of bed late on the Saturday morning of 
Turnabout, Mike Stoffregen, sophomore, eyed the clock and 
turned his focus back to his peaceful slumber. 

Even though some girls rose at the early morning hours in 
order to prepare for the dance, Mike kept a much more concise 
time frame. A slim 30 minutes allowed enough time for him 
to get ready for the night ahead of him. 

"I could just get up, take a shower, comb my hair, put on a 
suit and I was out of there really quick," 

Mike said. "There wasn't much to it." 

Although a short pre-dance schedule 
eluded many students, some found relief 
by stretching out the preparations over 
a few weeks or even months. Some girls 
did what they could early on before the 
dance, such as picking out a dress and 
finding a date, according to Darcie 
Kozlowski, freshman. 

"It was better to get it over with and 
go early so that you could get a better 
dress for the dance," Darcie said. 

While some thought that the brunt of 
preparing fell upon the girl in the couple, 
others though that guys and girls shared 
equally difficult tasks in getting ready. 

Even though guys may not have spent 
the full day girls did to make themselves 
presentable, planning ahead took a lot 
of effort, according to Mike. 

"I still had to work a lot of hours to 
get the money to pay for the dances," 

Mike said. "That was something that a 
lot of people didn't think about." 

Before any plans could spring into 
action, however, many sought out a 
partner for the dance. Although 
nervousness overcame some and pre- 
vented them from asking their true 
choice, finding a date didn't seem hard, 
according to Julie Kiekenapp, freshman. 

"A couple of people I knew were 
pretty nervous, both guys and girls," 

Julie said. "I wasn't too nervous though, even though I was 
turned down for Homecoming. I went with somebody that I 
was good friends with, so I wasn't worried." 

As Mike stepped out the door with flowers for his date, he 
hadn't spent more than a half hour getting ready. However, 
he knew that the hours of work he put in to cover the cost 
would pay off with an unforgettable time that evening. 

Dances 


What did you look 
forward to most 
about the dances? 

“I looked forward to 
being with the person I 
cared about. It was like 
a fairy tale. Getting all 
dressed up made me 
feel like a princess, and 
the whole night was 
really special.” 

Evy Watterson, 
junior 

“You got your hair 
done, and you got your 
dress, but the dance 
was always what you 
had in mind.” 

Sarah Bradish, 
freshman 

“The dance evening 
was really great 
because it was a 
change from what you 
usually did.” 

Timothy Roy, 
junior 



crowning glory 

After their coronation as Prom King 
and Queen, seniors David Ahlf and 
Julia Bochnowski look out to the 
crowd. "I was just excited to be on 
the court," Julia said. "I never 
expected to be queen, let alone with 
David. I was totally floored." 
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rapid refresher 

To take a breather, juniors Kyle Hayes 
and Adam Spungen, and Mr. Donald 
Zeller, Guidance Chairperson, enjoy 
some refreshments at Turnabout. The 


tropical theme gave way to brightly 
colored decorations and a Hawaiian 
theme that reflected in most aspects 
of the Turnabout dance. 


Dances 


dance fever 

One after another juniors Jeni Shike 
and Katy Stine, sophomore Peach 
Roman-Lagunas, and junior Megan 
Dines, join in the Congo line forming 
all around them. Homecoming had 
the highest attendance of all the 
dances with 700 attending- 


1 


a 


From Homecoming to Prom, 
attendance, themes and costs set tone 


all wrapped up 

Arms wrapped around each other, 
freshmen Greg Curran and Danielle 
Gillund, slow dance at Homecoming. 
Student Government chose the 
theme Starry Night for decorations. 


Date: Oct. 9 
Theme: Starry Night 
Attendance: 700 
Ticket Price: $30 (couple) 
Music: 2001 DJ Service 
Sponsor: Student 

Government 


Date: Feb. 25 
Theme: Paradise City 
Couples: 239 
Ticket Price: $34 (couple) 
Music: Sensational Sounds 
Sponsor: Cheerleaders 


Date: Apr. 28 
Theme: Mardi Gras Magic 
Attendance: 488 
Ticket Price: $60 (couple) 
Music: 2001 DJ Services 
Sponsor: Junior CEC 


Katie Paliga, junior, and 
Jim Hernandez, sophomore 




PrWtfL 


Working with different 
schedules, guys and girls 
share distinctly different time 
frames when the last few 
hours creep up before Prom. 


Amanda Gore, | Dan Kohnen, 
senior junior 


9 a.m.-ll a.m. 


9:30 a.m. 

Wake up and 
start getting 
ready for the 
day ahead 

10:40 a.m. 

Wash car and 
head off to the 
gas station to 
vacuum 

1 p.m. 

Get hair 
styled and put 
up for the 
dance and 
get ready to 
pack for the 
weekend 
ahead 



10:30 a.m. 

Eat a full 
breakfast and 
get nails 
painted to 
match the 
dress 


12:45 p.m. 

Pick up 
flowers at 
Bohling’s florist 
, in Munster 


1 p.m. -5 p.m. 


2:30 p.m. 


3:00 p.m. 


Head off to The 
Color Room for 
makeup 



4:05 p.m. 

Get dressed 
and head off 
with date to 


Double- 
check tuxedo 
and get 
dressed 

3:30 p.m. 

Welcome 
couples and 
take group 
pictures at 
home 

4:30 p.m. 

Head off to 
the Grand 
March and 
then to Villa 
Cesare. 


pick up other 
friends to take 
pictures 


Dances 


palm paradise 

As they enter 
Turnabout, soph- 
omores Peach Roman- 
Lagunas and her date 
Greg Pottoroff pass 
under the balloon 
formed palm trees. 
The cheerleaders 
sponsored Turnabout 
as a fundraiser and 
chose the theme. 
Paradise City. 


friendly fun 

Surrounded by juniors Katie Austgen 
and Katy Stine and senior Joseph 
Mack, Vasemin Zeytinoglu, junior, 
converses with her friendson the 
dance floor at Villa Cesare during 
Prom. "Mardi Gras Magic was a great 
theme," Yasemin said. "Being on 
Junior CEC, I thought the hard work 
really paid off in the end." 

bare necessities 

After stripping off his suit coat, dress 
shirt, and tie and donning sunglasses, 
John Pesich, senior, and Lauren 
Treasure, sophomore, dance at 
Homecoming. "He [John] really 
made the dance fun," Lauren said. 
"He changed things up so that it 
wasn't the same old dance thing." 





grand entrance 

As camera flashes burst in the 
bleachers, juniors Allen Hill and 
Sarah Baker proceed down the 
walkway at the Grand March. 
Parents and friends had the chance 
to view Prom-going couples at the 
Dollars-for-Scholars fundraiser that 
raised $1100 at the door. The Munster 
Civic foundation matched the money 
up to $1000, making the grand total 
for Dollars-for-Scholars $2100. 
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Strolling through the doors of Villa Cesare, Jeni Shike, junior, 
and her date made their way to their table. However, some- 
thing set the couple apart from the others attending Prom. 

Although most couples at Prom consisted of a guy escorting 
a girl to the dance, Jeni's partner broke that tradition. By going 
with senior Kelly Gajewski to the dance, the couple singled 
themselves out as unusual prom-goers. 

"I wasn't asked, and I really wanted to go because I already 
had a dress for Lake Central's Prom that 1 was going to in 
May," Jeni said. "My friends really didn't think it was weird. 
They were happy that I got the chance to go wilh them." 

Inside the Commons the theme of Turnabout, Paradise City, 
gave way to an unusual environment. From brightly colored 
dresses to festive Hawaiian shirts, students broke traditional 
dance trends. When beach balls cascaded from the ceiling in 
the middle of the dance, the event took on a whole new light, 
according to Lee Coduti, junior. 

"I saw the net full of beach balls and 
I knew something was up," Lee said. 
"When they all fell, it didn't matter how 
nice people were dressed they were all 
on the ground trying to find one." 

Some underclassmen also proved an 
unusual addition to Prom. Although 
upperclassmen mainly filled the dance 
floors, a few freshmen experienced Prom 
their first year in high school. 

"I wasn't nervous going as an 
underclassmen," Dan Philips, freshman, 
said. "It was definitely as good as I 
expected it to be. The last hour of the 
music was the best because they played 
Blues Brothers that everyone danced to." 

Aside from Prom, other dances 
presented their share of oddities. Both 
Homecoming and Turnabout shared 
unusual weather the night of the dance, 
according to Lisa Murray, sophomore. 

While flukes during the dances made 
the nights more memorable for some, 
Jeni remembered her junior Prom as a 
good time. As she headed off to her 
friend's cottage, she thought nothing of 
the fact that she went with another girl; 
she focused on plans with her friends. 

smooth moves 

To the beat of the electric slide, senior Roman Teller 
teaches Bruna Passanezzi, a Brazilian exchange 
student, the dance steps. "I had a blast showing 
the students in our group how Americans could 
have fun at school," Roman said. 

Dances 


What was the best 
thing you did after 
the dance? 

“My group and I went 
to Maggiano’s in 
Oakbrook. It didn’t 
matter that it was kind 
of a drive. Most of the 
people in our group 
really wanted to go, 
and we knew the food 
would be great.” 

Brian Ranade, 
senior 

“We went to the Cite 
restaraunt in Chicago. 
Both the food and the 
atmosphere were 
good; we were 70 
stories up and we got 
to watch the rain 
pouring down outside.” 

Nick Baker, junior 
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DANCE MACHINES 

To add to the effectiveness of their 
performances. Enemy Calypso en- 
gaged three backup singers, junior 
Karen Lindemann, sophomore 
Gabrielle De Luna and junior Katie 
Thompson. Though only one band 
used this tactic last year, three bands 
utilized backup singers during Battle. 



MUSIC MAN 

Guitar in hand and lyrics in mind, 
Brandon Sweeney, senior, sings his 
heart out as lead singer of Dr. Scat. 
Brandon returned to Battle, except in 
a new band and pleased the crowds 
of students with songs such as 
Michael Jackson's "Beat It." 

THAT FUNKY MUSIC 

After pausing for a moment, George 
Colakovic, junior, takes a second's 
break from singing. In the week 
before Battle, George lost his voice, 
yet on that night he performed with 
both Enemy Calypso and Dr. Scat, the 
winning band. 




ROCKER GIRLZ 

Singing to masses of students, Ann 
Fabert, junior, sings accompanied by 
fellow member of Spillz, Jenine Herr, 
junior, at Battle. "People saw me as a 
quiet person, so being in Battle made 
a name for myself," Ann said. 

ROCKING OUT 

Completely absorbed in their music, 
Justin Clark and Ethan Grove from 
Hammond High belt out some of 
their original songs. "The wave of 
intensity coming from the band and 
then seeing the hardcore superfans 
react was the best part of Battle/' 
Erick Sherman, senior, said. 


Battle of the Bands 




136 







"We don't need no education," the masses of students sang 
along with Brandon Sweeney, senior, egging them on as the 
crowd edged closer to the stage for a better view of Dr. Scat. 
Three backup singers brandishing signs and flashing lights 
completed the spectacle. 

Composed of Brandon, senior James Hamblin, junior 
George Colakovic, and graduate Steve Pesich, Dr. Scat won 
over the judges and walked away with first place by playing 
their diverse mix of songs that Brandon described as a 
"variety of classic rock with a little funk." 

"The best part was the feeling of being up there in front of 
everybody," James said, "it was really exciting." 

A total of six bands played at battle. Transition opened 
the event, followed by Enemy Calypso, who competed for 

© their second year in a row. Table 9 vied for a spot for their 

second year as well. 

CENTER STAGE 




From spiked hair 
to leather pants, 
Battle gives local bands 
chance to showcase 
their talent 





Both Table 9 and 
Enemy Calypso tried to 
add to their performance 
by parading out backup 
singers. Tabic 9 enhanced 
their appeal by playing 
more crowd pleasers like 
Green Day and " This Is 
How We Do It." 

After playing "Teenage Dirtbag", Spillz suddenly paused 
and announced that since they had 35 minutes left, they 
would play the song again. For both renditions though, 
students stood and danced between the auditorium seats and 
into the aisles until the police started pushing them back 
towards their seats. Spillz won third place and said they 
played any songs they heard and enjoyed. 

"I wasn't expecting us to place," Jenine Herr, junior, said. 
"We really hadn't prepared. We just played songs we knew 
beforehand. I was like, 'They called us?'" 

Flight 77 took second place. They entered into Battle 
sporting spiked hair and selling original shirts, and demo 
CDs. Their drummer, Erick Sherman, senior, went all out 
putting glue in his hair to make it stick up in four spikes. 
They practiced two times a week and every day the week 
before Battle. They felt excited that their hours of practice 
had paid off in the end, according to Erick. 

"It was such a surprise," Erick said. "It was like a scene 
from the Ninja Turtles when they jumped up and yelled 
'Cowabunga' because that was exactly what we did." 

Battle provided a chance for students to hear their peers 
play, and Riley's Children's Hospital received all the profits. 

As the final echoes of the song faded from the auditorium, 
the crowd's boisterous 


< 


cheers replaced the 
resounding music, and 
they waited anxiously 
to hear their favorite 
band named as winner. 


LIVING OUT LOUD 

Grazed by the glow of the spotlight, Eric Flores, 
senior, leans back as he hammers out his part on 
the bass. As a part of Table 9, Eric gained experience 
from his two years with the band. 


BYTHE NUMBERS 

6 bands 

$5 per ticket in advance 
$7 per ticket at the door 


500 


$2,500 


tickets sold, approximately 


profit given to 
Riley’s Children’s 
Hospital in Indianapolis 


Battle of the Bands 
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touching up 

Behind the scenes during the show, 
Kaitlin Kovach, senior, and Aubrey 
Burdeau, sophomore, apply make- 
up to David Johnson, freshman. To 
make "Raymond" look like he fell in 
a well, the girls added bruises and 
blood to David's face. 


just a peek 

Backstage at an early practice, seniors 
Julia Bochnowski, Nicole Pellegrino 
and junior Jodi Rosenthal recite and 
practice lines to learn them. Typically, 
the cast spent 2-3 hours per night 
practicing on stage, which allowed 
time for homework. 


lazy day 

With having to pacify her pesky 
neighbor and the duty of fixing up her 
run-down house in mind, Annabelle 
(Nicole Pellegrino, senior) fans herself 
with the newspaper as she relaxes. Mr. 
Larry A. Brechner, director, chose 
"George Washington Slept Here" for 
the wit and appeal of the play and 
because he performed it in 1973. 


SNEAK^ 


PEE K 

EHIND THE SCENES 

Spending hours of practice fine tuning the 
light and sound specifications in the control 
booth, students corrected balance. 

Having to balance tones and hues to insure 

the best ap- 
pearance, light 
crews tried out 
new techniques to 
find the one that 
best fit the 
situation. 

Practices 
allowed time for 
the technical 
theater team to 
fiddle with the 
controls and 
create the one 
perfect combin- 
ation on the first 
night of their 
performances. 


finely tuned 

Trying to achieve the precision 
sound, Elizabeth Bradley, junior, 
adjusts the controls in the sound 
booth. Sound checks during the 
dress rehearsal gave students the 
final opportunity to finalize the 
sound and lights on stage. 


pricey pal 

Depressed and disheartened, Newton 
(Brandon Sweeney, senior) adds the 
multiplying cost of living in his new 
house as Mr. Kimber (Greg Schneider, 
senior) rattles off the numbers. 
Although Creg worked behind the 
scenes in past productions, he graced 
the stage playing "Mr. Kimber." 
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Though a two week delay 
causes late start, this Mr. Brechner 
favorite play proves... 

LFE 30ES 

Crouched under couches, lurking behind walls, taunting 
ill-tempered neighbors and causing everyone headaches 
summed up the actions of David Johnson, freshman. 

David appeared on the Munster Theatre Company's (M I C) 
stage as "Raymond" along with several other new faces. 

"Everyone was so kind to me," David said. "I cannot wait 
until the next production. This was seriously a month of fun." 

Unfamiliar faces, along with David, showed themselves 
on stage as a new plan made by the directors. 

"We tried casting new people in our productions," Mr. 
Larry A. Brechner, director, said. "Our school had a 
tremendous wealth of wonderful actors and actresses. 
Although it was hard for the veterans to deal with, we tried 
bringing new faces on stage." 

In their third production, the MTC tried a new approach. 
With the need to change a beaten, rotting and decomposing 
house to a charming, comfy and beautiful place to live, 
directors decided to use two sets in one space. They 
accomplished this by using mobile styrofoam walls, replacing 
the typical wooden walls used in other productions. 

"The different sets allowed us to be more creative," Mr. 
Brechner said. "However, there wasn't much time lo test the 
look, so if it looked good, it worked. If it didn't, however, it 

wouldn't work, and we were in 
trouble." 

"George Washington Slept 
Here" made special connections 
with the cast and crew alike. Mr. 
Brechner chose that piece be- 
cause he worked on the 
production in 1973. 

Some students saw a dif- 
ferent aspect of productions 
such as when Greg Schneider, 
senior, switched roles. 

"Usually, I worked behind 
the scenes dealing with tech- 
nology or management," Greg 
said. "This production, however, 

I chose to try-out for a part." 

Along with Greg switching 
roles, Kaitlin Kovach, senior, 
decided to work behind the scenes in the fall production. 

"I thought directing was a great experience," Kaitlin said. 

"I got to see theater from a whole new perspective. I learned 
more about production as a whole, including characterization 
and stage placement, not just acting." 

"George Washington Slept Here" encompassed many firsts 
of directional debuts and appearances on stage. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 
SLEPT HERE 

Performances: Nov. 16-18 

Director: Mr. Larry Brechner 

Student Directors: Kaitlin Kovach 
Laura Dunn 

ONE set used and manipulated to 
turn it into two different looks 
through lighting and props 

$10 worth of thrift store frames 
broken throughout performances 


I 


Fall Play 
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From directing to acting 
and even costume designing, 
winter production presents 
students with opportunities to... 

L ARIWJY 

Guiding the cast as they transfrom from mere actors on a 
stage to the personalities of their characters, the director leads 
the group with attention to the tiniest details. True to Munster 
Theatre Company form, students took over these duties as 
Ashley Kaufman, senior, directed the winter production of The 
Life and Death of Almost Everybody, with Christina Bernacchi, 
junior, serving as assistant director. 

Auditorium Director Mr. Larry Brechner, bestowed trust 
upon his students to put in their own time and talent in order 
to create a successful production. 

"Mr. Brechner had confidence in his students' abilities," 
Ashley said. "He thought it gave them more of a feeling of 
accomplishment. That way the production really was created 

by all of the students." 


A variety of expectations 
arose following cast 
selection. The usual 
combination of juniors and 
seniors who starred in recent 
productions did not even try 
out, which stirred the student 
body into wonder. 

The production took place 
from Feb. 15, through Feb. 17. 
Several crew members 
agreed that the audience 
turnout on opening night 
disheartened their spirits, but the following performances 
ended up making up for the initial disappointment. 

"The audience on Friday night was incredible," Christina 
said. "We doubled our attendance from the first night. I was 
really proud of everyone." 


THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 
ALMOST EVERYBODY 

Performances: Feb. 15-17 

Student Director: Ashley 
Kaufman, senior 

Assistant Student Director: 

Christina Bernacchi, junior 


The Life and Death of Almost 
Everybody displayed the 
talents of the combination of 
students whose efforts deve- 
loped it. Various opinions 
emerged concerning the suc- 
cess of the play itself. Still, the 
fact remained that the play 
embodied the facets of a 
production completely or- 
ganized by the students. 


comforting touch 

Carefully approaching the Sweeper 
(Matt Domasica, sophomore), the 
Girl in White (Carolyn Jania, 
freshman) prepares to completely act 
out her part. Throughout the entire 
production, the Girl in White never 
spoke, yet the Sweeper's lead role 
contained not only general lines but 
also asides to the audience. "The 
most memorable thing about the play 
was walking out onto the stage on 
opening night," Matt said, "not really 
knowing what to expect." 


Winter Play 








talking to god 

As king and queen, actors Zoran 
Balac, senior, and Renee Albrecht- 
Mallinger, sophomore, converse with 
their supposed "God" figure, played 
by Matt Domasica, sophomore. "The 
thing I liked most about being in the 
play was being around the people in 
it," Zoran said. "I missed the 
camaraderie we all had." 


ESSITIES 

Straying from the average high 
school play. The Life and Death of Almost 
Everybody did not use any major pieces 
of scenery. The 
crews created no- 
thing beyond 
what they 
considered the 
necessities. 

Costume crews 
proved a bare mi- 
nimum for the 
production as 
well. Actors took 
responsibility for 
their attire since 
many possessed 
the freedom to 
choose the style of 
their characters. 

The winter 
production didn't 
call for a majority 
of the students to help with the aspects 
like costumes and sets. Instead, one 
group worked to take care of the minor 
factors to bring the production together. 



costume designer 

For the upcoming performance, 
Marko Medynsky, sophomore, fixes 
up the wig used for his character. 
"There were no really old people," 
Marko said, "so I just went to the 
thrift store to get my costume." 





prisoner of war 

Amidst laughter from the audience, 
the Messenger (Jamie Shapiro, 
sophomore) hobbles across stage 
after being shot with arrows in 
representation of a war going on in 
the play. "Playing the Messenger was 
always fun because I was able to ham 
up the part," Jamie said. 


deception and lies 

As the antagonist. Aunt Harriet 
(Natalie Vaughn, senior) wins over 
the love of her fluctuating followers. 
However, they saw through her de- 
ception and chose instead to follow 
the Young Man and Young Woman 
(Zoran Balac, senior, and Renee 
Albrecht-Mallinger, sophomore). 



arabian nights 

Making use of one of the few props 
in the winter play, antagonist Aunt 
Harriet (Natalie Vaughn, senior) gets 
carried onto the stage by a caravan 
of her followers. "I had a really easy 
time playing Aunt Harriet," Natalie 
said. "She was nice on the outside, 
but she had this evil streak in her." 
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Through the story of a 
confident woman who 
loves to play Cupid, music, 
sets and costumes come 
together for a round of 

s air: AND 

At 2:45 p.m. Julia Bochnowski, senior, bolted towards the 
auditorium. Locating the cast list, Julia's anxious eyes ran 
down the sheet and suddenly came to a stop. "Katie! You got 
the lead," she shouted. Senior Katie Gluek's mouth dropped. 

"I was totally shocked," Katie said. "I didn't believe (Julia) 
until I saw the list. After tryouts I had just told myself, 'What- 
ever I get, I get.' When I ended up with Dolly, I was so excited." 

Katie's lighthearted attitude about the audition paralleled 
the feel behind the spring musical Hello, Dolly! The story of a 
matchmaker who arranged her own marriage took a step back 
from the intense drama, according to Mr. Larry Brechner, 
auditorium director. Mr. Brechner, Dr. Timothy Bartlett, music 

director, Mrs. Julie Ason, 


HELLO, DOLLY! 

Musical dates: May 3-6 

Tickets: $6 for students /seniors 
$8 for adults 

Student Director: 

Christina Bernacchi, junior 


choreographer and Mrs. Car- 
ol Brechner, costume coor- 
dinator, collectively decided 
on the production. 

"Hello, Dolly! was the epito- 
me of the American musical," 
Mr. Brechner said. "We chose 
it because it was a light and 
fun production, and it con- 
trasted with the previous 
year's Fiddler on the Roof. It 
was also a more visual costume and set show." 

Through helping build the sets and working as a lighting 
assistant, Brent Fox, freshman, understood how the technical 
aspects contributed to the production. 

"Both the scenery and lighting set the atmosphere for the 
show and created an illusion for the audience," Brent said. 

Fooling the audience also required actors to portray their 
characters realistically, according to Jodi Rosenthal, junior. She 
enjoyed playing Emestina Money, the not-so-cultured girl who 
helped Dolly in her scheme to win over Horace Vandegelder. 

"Emestina was so obnoxious and an amazingly fun charac- 
ter," Jodi said. "I loved my costume; this show had the best 
costumes we'd seen in a long time." 

Adorned in a fire-red dress, Katie descended the staircase 

into Harmonia Gardens res- thinking aloud 

With the voice of a little girl, Minnie 
(Nicole Pellegrino, senior) tells the 
audience what she thinks about 
Irene's motives for marrying Horace. 
"The hardest part about the show 
was leaving," Nicole said. 


taurant. As the surrounding 
chorus belted, "Dolly'll never 
go away again," the music 
swelled; and a smiling Katie 
swelled with pride. 
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If the people in the first few rows 
peered down into the pit area, they 
could catch a glimpse of music director 
Dr. Timothy Bartlett, choir teacher, 
conducting a hidden orchestra. While 
caught up in the bright lights, elab- 
orate costumes and colorful scenery, 
the audience sometimes forgot what 
an essential part the music played in 
making the production come to life. 

"People didn't realize that a musical 
couldn't be a musical without the 
music," Erica Rangel, junior, said. 

Anyone who wished to play in the 
pit orchestra could sign up, but if too 
many people wanted to participate, 
some had to give up their spot. 
Whether the audience knew it or not, 
the orchestra had the power to make 
or break the performance. 

behind the music 

Under music director Dr. Timothy Bartlett, choir 
teacher, the pit orchestra follows their scores. Pit 
members practiced at night for several weeks be- 
fore the show to learn and perfect the songs. 




heartfelt testimony 

During the courtroom scene, Cornel- 
ius (Brandon Sweeney, senior) seren- 
ades his love Irene (Kaitlin Kovach, 
senior) with "It Only Takes a Mo- 
ment." "Hello, Dolly! was a classic 
show and a good way to end my high 
school career," Brandon said. 



helter skelter 

After a gold cup cracks, a riot breaks 
out in the high-class Harmonia 
Gardens restaurant. "It was fun to get 
up and run around," Olivia Kompier, 
junior, said. "But it was a little dan- 
gerous: I got a bruise from being 
trampled during one show." 
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Valuable valet 

Reaching for a set of keys, Jon Wendell, 
junior, gets ready to valet park a car. Jon 
applied for a job at The Visual and 
Performing Arts Center because he knew 
one of the workers quit because of college 
and that the Center would need some 
extra help. "I needed some money to start 
paying for my insurance,” Jon said. 



Cyber solutions 

Taking the teenage role of "Dear Abby,” 
Kelly Amaloo, sophomore, offers dating 
advice on the internet. "It didn't sound 
like much,” Kelly said. “But depending 
upon how many posts there were, it 
sometimes took me several hours to 
answer all the questions. It was really 
rewarding to help so many people out.” 


Ready and waiting 

At Bagel Market Caf£, Christy Macak, 
senior, takes an order from a customer. 
Christy took responsibility for preparing 
food and coffee, waiting on customers, 
cleaning and waitressing. “A couple of 
my friends asked me if I wanted to work 
there,” Christy said. “I had some extra 
time, so I thought it would be fun.” 





What’s , 

your wage? 


Round the 
Clock Waitress 

$2. 1 5/hr. + tips 


Snow- 

shoveler 

$ 10/job 


Getting Money 


Paper boy 

As his usual routine, Phil Resler, 
sophomore, delivers The Times as part of 
his paper route. In addition to delivering 
newspapers. Phil also worked as a bus 
boy at The Visual and Performing Arts 
Center. "My parents made sure it didn’t 
put too much pressure on me,” Phil said. 

Fun and games 

Involved in a board game with her 
friend’s little brother. Sarah Bradish, 
freshman, learns how to combine work 
and play. Not only did Sarah enjoy 
spending time with younger children, but 
she also reaped the benefits of earning 
some extra cash by baby-sitting. 









LIVING AROUND THE 


LU 

LU 

CC 

O 


Whether perspiring at the grill at the local fast-food 
venue or toiling in freezing weather to clear a 
neighbor’s driveway, students of every age use 
their imaginations to think up ways to make money 


Cooking 

up fne'c 


cash 


Money: many people didn't have it, and earning it didn't sound 
enticing to many. However, everyone needed it, so students found a 
variety of different methods to get their hands on some extra cash. 

Students used various means to earn money. 
Many involved themselves with common tasks like 
lawn-mowing or baby-sitting to make profit. 

"I was good with kids, so I started baby-sitting 
for people I knew," Sarah Bradish, freshman, said. 

Although some students used these common 
methods, several also went beyond the norm. One 
freshman took a more creative approach by using 
his own personal interests to make money. 

"Awhile ago, my older cousin got me interested 
in doing magic shows," Brian Carraher, freshman, 
said. "I performed at some parties for little kids." 

Many students learned of various job openings 
from their friends or family. Phil Rosier, sophomore, 
received a job with several of his other friends at 
The Visual and Performing Arts Center. 

"I delivered papers for The Times," Phil said. 
"The main reason was because of the $4,000 
scholarship you could receive. I was also trying to 
save up for a car or a trip to take when I turn 18." 

Neha Shah, senior, took the same route. She 
didn't want her parents to pay for everything, so 
she applied for a job at the mall. 

"I worked at the Sunglass Hut in River Oaks," 
Neha said. "I hoped to use some of my savings to 
help pay for college tuition next year." 

Other students' goals did not apply to things 
as long-term as college tuition. Many took on extra 
responsibilities to pay for other things that matched 
some of their personal interests. 

"I worked at Schlotzsky's Deli," Alyssa 
Hathaway, sophomore, said. "My mom was happy 
because I only used the money to pay for being on 
the Dance Team and taking extra dance lessons." 

Money acted as a necessity to some, but others 
merely used its benefits to spend when they went 
out. Important to everyone in all the grades, making 
money opened up a wealth of options. 


“They hired a lot more seniors 
at restaurants because jobs 
at the mall were more strict 
than jobs at restaurants." 

Marija Djokic, senior 

“Fast food restaurants were 
all over the place, and they 
especially weren’t hard to 
work at for kids in my grade.” 
Tony Doesburg, junior 
“I wouldn't say that there was 
one job that most sophomores 
had. We were old enough to 
have jobs, but we weren't old 
enough to have good jobs." 
Janushi Dalai, sophomore 

“In the winter a lot of fresh- 
men shoveled snow, and in 
the fall a lot of them raked 
leaves. This was because no 
one wanted a job that took up 
lots of time yet. It was just to 
help people that you knew.” 
Joshua Raycroft, freshman 

Flame-thrower 

Mesmerized by the flame, Nick Bokowy, 
junior, works the grill at Miami Subs. He 
initially got the job to pay expenses for 
his car and other personal needs. “I only 
worked three days a week,” Nick said, 
“so it didn't take up too much time.” 


Baby-sitter 

$5.50/hr. 


Cloister in the Lawn-mower 
Woods Bus Boy $ 1 5/job 

$6/hr. 


McDonald’s 

employee 

$5. 25/hr. 
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Embracing lives that revolve around cold hard cash, 
students balance their spending money between 
fundamental needs and personal expenses 


Just as he made his way out of Target, 
something caught sophomore Gabe 
Culberg's eye. The shiny cover of the 
new Phish album made him salivate like 
a baby looking at candy. 

The next thing Gabe knew, his hand 
sub-consciously reached for his wallet 
and dished out money. He often caught 
himself giving in to temptation, 
spending most of his money on music 
and accessories for his car. 

"I didn't save money because when I 
saw something that I wanted, I couldn't 
resist," Gabe said. "It's not like I didn't 
want to save; I just wanted everything." 

However, some students didn't spend 
quite as freely as Gabe. They did rather 
different things with their cash. 

"I cashed my paychecks and put half 
in the bank, usually more than half," 
Katie Hauter, senior, said. "I needed to 
save up for college. The rest of the money 
was for gas, clothes, 
presents for family and 
whatever I did on the 
weekends. I usually 
spent about $10 on 
weekends." 

Another issue that 
varied from student to 
student dealt with who 
would pay for gas as 
well as who would pay 
for the car itself. 

"I paid for my gas, 
and I thought that I 
should because I was the 
one who drove the car," 

Julie Spear, junior, said. 

"I didn't help pay for my 
car, but I was on the 
honor roll, which cut the 
cost of insurance a lot." 

Not everyone be- 
lieved the expenses 
belonged to either the 



parents or the teenager alone. Instead, 
they proposed the idea of sharing the 
responsibility. 

"I had a gas card, so my parents paid 
for mine," Asim Sheriff, senior, said. "But 
I thought parents and kids should split 
the cost of gas evenly, especially if a kid 
ran errands. Kids should have helped 
pay for at least some of their car, too, 
because it was a luxury." 

Clothing expenses posed another 
interesting question. They often took a 
big chunk out of students' budgets. Some 
people turned to local thrift shops as an 
alternative to the shopping malls. 

"I went to places like Salvation Army 
in Merrillville and The Village in 
Hammond to find better stuff than what 
was at the mall," Chauncey Kasmark, 
sophomore, said. "I'd get things like 
button-up shirts in ugly colors, and I 
paid about 90 cents for each shirt." 

Some students related 
to big spenders like 
Gabe, while others like 
Katie saw the long-term 
rewards of saving up. 
People also had their 
own ways of handling 
the necessary costs of 
cars, gas, and clothes. 
Whatever worked for 
each student deter- 
mined what he or she 
did with their money. 


Hand-held luxury 


In the middle of class, Ben Samara, 
senior, checks his stocks using a Palm 
Pilot multi-purpose organizer. While not 
all students could afford such expenses, 
Ben paid for it with money he made 
trading stocks of his own. 


Common cents 

After receiving another pay- 
check from Hartsfield Village, 
Katie Hauter, senior, takes half of 
it out of the ATM while leaving 
the rest in the her bank account. 
“I used to sometimes use more 
than half for spending money,” 
Katie said. “But once college 
started getting closer, I knew that 
I had to start saving.” 


Spending Money 
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Holiday heart 

Surrounded by shelves of items, Allison 
Crary, sophomore, shops for Christmas 
presents at For the Fun of It. “I thought I 
should pay for the gifts I gave because 
that was part of the present, the fact that 
it came from me,” Allison said. 

Costly decision 

As she asks the opinion of Stephanie 
Rangel, freshman, Elise Eldert, fresh- 
man, decides on a sweater at ego 931. 
"The clothes there were expensive,” Elise 
said. "But I went there occasionally to 
buy gifts because the quality was good.” 




Financing fuel 

Watching the total cost rapidly increase, 
Julie Spear, junior, waits for her gasoline 
tank to fill up. "I thought that you should 
pay for gas yourself if you drove your 
own car, Julie said. "But if you ran an 
errand for your parents or something, 
then they should have paid.” 



Who should 

pay on dates? 


'The guy should have paid in most circum- 
stances because it was the chivalrous thing 
to do. During Turnabout when the girl paid 
for flowers, that was different." 

Paul Cowgill, freshman 


“I thought whoever asked the person out 
should pay because they initiated the date.” 

Sami Seligman, sophomore 


Timeless tradition 

Smiling at each other across the table, 
Tony Doesburg. junior, and Kaitlin 
Kovach, senior, enjoy a night out at 
Applebee’s. Tony believed in following 


tradition when it came to the question 
of who would pay when the two of them 
went on a date. “I thought the guy 
should always pay,” Tony said. "That 
was just the way it had always been.” 


“I thought the guy should pay, especially at 
the beginning of the relationship, just so 
the girl didn’t feel like she was being used.” 

Markia Hammonds, senior 
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Butt of the Joke 

As Mike Boyle, senior, exercises during Foods 
and Fitness, an audience, including Mr. Leroy 
Marsh, health education teacher, walks by and 
snickers. In Foods and Fitness, students often 
lead the workout instead of Mrs. Linda Scheffer. 


Two to Tango 

Sporting a wife-beater, George Colakovic, 
junior, helps boost the Mustang football team's 
morale. Despite the cold weather, George could 
still keep a strong sense of spirit. Intensively 
reading his "Inherit the Wind" book in Mrs. 
Jody Weiss' English 9 class, Mike Strain, 
freshman, learns about evolution. 


hat makes 

you different? 


| "I had a different 


fh 


m AMBM 




on things. I guess fju: 
to be the best I could. 






tv 

[J "I made a lot of my decisions 
W based on my faith, and I did my 
best to stick with what I 
believed in. My faith was what 
was most important to me." 

-Anna Borgo, 
freshman 

□ "I was different because pf my 
personality and my musical 
ability. I played the violin, and I 
was fun to be around because I 
could be serious sometimes and 
crazy other times." 

-Stephanie Rangel, 
freshman 
>erspective 
wanted 


us 
// 


-Jacob Elman, 
freshman 

□ "In general, I tried doing what I 
thought was right, not to follow 
the crowd. I tried to find the 
ositive in things even when 
ey were frustrating." 

-Erin Talabay, 
senior 
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y/ I wouldn't put off challenges, I was 
attracted to what everyone else didn't do. I 
accepted challenges, and I tried to do what other 
people didn't expect." 

Marcia Bazan, junior 

With 1,312 students attending, diversity 
reigns from the North science halls to the 
South music halls. Each person carries a 
different story creating unique individuals 
who provide the school’s heart and soul. 


□ Juniors, however, face reality by balancing time and 
having to grow up and accept responsibilities, loading 
chicken rotisseries at Boston Market or visiting Indiana 
University during a college search. 


□ Finally feeling at home, sophomores form an identity 
through appearance. Whether sporting the latest in prep 
fashions or a vintage tee shirt snagged from The Village, 
they express personalities through clothing. 


□ 


Trick-or-treating in pumpkin costumes, Oct. 31 , seniors forge 
an attitude one Tuesday night to prove they are not too 
old for some old-fashioned fun. 


Different as Night and Day 

Decked out in retro clothing on SO 7 s Day, Mamie 
Norris, senior, revives a nostalgic style of the 
past. Resting his head, Joe Kewitz, freshman, 
follows along in his book while professing his 
individuality to the school. Lazily, Jim Mroz, 
senior, naps instead of doing his Q-Basic. 



Collaborating from St. Thomas More, Wilbur Wright and 
St. Paul’s, freshmen find a niche and friendships form 
with new faces in their classes. 

Ranging from punks to preps, a student is one of a kind, 
and each one stands out in some way. Constantly trying to 
find an identity, students strive to stick out from the crowd 

and be diverse by choice. 
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Farah Abbas 
Angela Adams 

David L. Ahlf: Swimming 9-12 (All State 9-12; 
All American 9-12; State Finalist 9-12; capt. 

12); SADD 11-12 (pres. 12); Musical 10; Track 
12 

Joshua Alcala 

Daniel Anderson: Football 9-12 (capt. 12; All 
Conference 11-12); Track 9-12 (capt. 12; All 
Conference 11); Basketball 9 


JE Anthony: Football 9-10; Basketball 9-11; 
Baseball 9-12 

Michael Anthony 
Marisa Anzur 

Michael Bahnen Football 12 
Zoran Balac: Speech / Debate 9-12; Video Club 
10-12 (sec. 11-12); German Club 9-12; 
Academic Team 10-12; NHS 11-12, Thespian 
12; Drama 11-12; Tennis 9,12 


Karla Marie Bales: Soccer 9-12; Project X 11- 
12; Track 9; Student Govt. 10; Drama 9 
Brian Joseph Balkam: Football 9-12 (capt. 12); 
Wrestling 9-10; Baseball 9- 10, 12 
Desiree Ballanco: Volleyball 9; CEC 9 
Swimming 9-10; Track 9-12 (capt. 10-12); 
Student Govt. (10-12); Project X 11; DECA 11; 
NHS 11-12; Hoosier Girls' State 12; 
Homecoming court 12 
Steven Balucki: DECA 12 
Steven Banach: Band 9-10 


Jonathan Banaszak 
Zachary Barlow 
Matthew Barney 

Lisa Marie Basil: Soccer 9-12 (capt. 12); 
Softball 9-10; CEC 10-12 (vice pres. 10-11); 
Spanish Club 9-11; SADD 11-12; Speech 9-10; 
Drama 11; NHS 11-12 

Gina Marie Bassetto: Volleyball 9-12 (capt.); 
Track 9-12 (capt.); Project X 11; SADD 11; 
Ensembles 11; French Club 11; German Club 
11; Spanish Club 11; NHS 11-12 


Erica Becchino 

Steven Gregory Bembenista: Swimming 9- 
12; CEC 11-12 (sec. 11; pres. 12); NHS 11-12; 
Golf 10; Debate 

Ankur Bhatt: Drama 9-10; Tennis 10-11; Golf 
9; Project X 11-12; Orchestra 9; Spanish Club 9- 
10 

Christine Blaine 

Amy Colleen Blue: Cross Country 9-12 (capt. 
10-12); Track 9-12 (capt. 11-12); Project X 9-12; 
German Club 9-12; Orchestra 9-12; Band 9-10; 
NHS 11-12 


Julia Marie Bochnowski: Soccer 9-10; French 
Club 9-12; Student Govt. 10-12 (sec. 12); 
Drama 9-12; Cheerleading 10-12 (capt. 12); 
Drama 11-12; Musical 10-12 (stud. dir. 11); 
NHS 11-12; Ensembles 12; Auditorium Staff 
12; Thespian 11-12 
Clinton Bohling 
Sara Marie Boomsma 
Scott M. Boudi: Band 9-11; Jazz Band 11 
Michael Martin-Patrick Boyle: Football 9-12 
(capt. 12; All Conference 12); Basketball 9-10; 
Student Govt. 10-11; Musical 10, 12 
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Seniors 



/ \ 

“Since seniors were in 
the school longer, they 
were treated as the ones 
with responsibility for 
their duties and 
deserved certain 
benefits like class 
priority. However, no one 
in the school was 
bullied.” 

Brian Ranade, senior 

“No. Upperclassmen did 
have the right to certain 
things. They always got 
first choice at deciding 
which lunch table they 
wanted.” 

Suzie Bulfer, senior 

“Yes. We knew what we 
went through. Why 
would we do it to 
someone else?” 

Katie McGill, senior 


“No, they needed to wait 
their turn. It was like 
waiting for a promotion.” 

Jeff Palmer, senior 
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( You might be a bully if... 



• people fear you and have 
nightmares about you. 

• you have ever been 
compared to the rowdy boys in 
“Dazed and Confused.” 

• you have given someone a 
wedgie. 

• you enjoy the hazing 
process of freshmen. 

• you refer to lowerclassmen 
as lesser human beings. 

• you have stuffed someone 
in a locker. 

• you and a group of friends 
have helped a freshman to 
see the inside of one of the 
school’s garbage cans 


From bossiness to bonding, seniors 
make or break bullying myths 

Stepping out of her shiny cap Joyce Stamirus, 
senior, entered the fieldhouse doors. As if the 
walkway acted as a portal into another world, Joyce 
assumed a new personality. Instead of the shy, sweet 
girl she acted like five minutes prior, Joyce 
transformed into a bold, bossy, boisterous senior. 

Senior stereotypes pervaded the halls. I lowever, 
some stories had real-life roots to students. 

"Freshman year I was made fun of by all the 
seniors," James Olaosebikan, junior, said. "I 
couldn't wipe away the bad image I had of them." 

Not everyone experienced unfortunate incidents 
with seniors, however. Bonding between upper and 
lower classmen took place in classes and activities 
that allowed them to interface. 

"I never once thought that I was better than 
someone because of my age," Marcie Kwasman, 
senior, said. "Unfortunately, others did." 

Now that she could cut in lines and push 
students out of the way in the halls, Joyce finally 
felt like a "typical" senior, or what some people 
thought seniors represented. 



Snow Day 

With cruel intentions in mind 
and snowballs in hand, seniors 
Mike Boyle, Mike Bahner and 
Dan Anderson wait for Greg 
Pottorff, junior, to exit the 
building. The group rushed 
outside scheming to pelt an 
unsuspecting underclassman. 
Often times, unlucky students 
suffered the consequences of 
bullying seniors. 



Robert Branson 
Mary Broelmann 
Camila Bronhara 

Tiffany Erin Brown: Dance Team 9-12 (capt. 
12); Student Govt. 9, 12; CEC 10, 11; NHS 11- 
12; Drama 9; Principal's Award for Excellence 
11 

Suzanne R. Bulfer: Swimming 9-12 (capt. 12); 
NHS 11-12; Spanish Club 9-11; Speech 9 


Sarah Bunting 

Caroline Margaret Camp: Track 9-12; Cross 
Country 9-12; German Club 9-12; Ensembles 
11-12; Drama 12; NHS 11-12 
Kevin Michael Cane: Speech / Debate 9-12; 
Drama 9-12 (treas 11 ); Thespian 9-12; Student 
Govt. 9-12; Projeci X 9,11-12 (pres. 12); French 
Club 9-12; NHS 11-12 

Katherine Caruso: Volleyball 9-10; Softball 9- 
12 (All Conference 10-12, capt. 12) 

Cristina Marie Casas: NHS 11-12; Orchestra 
9-12; Project X 9-12 (sec. 10); Spanish Club 9- 
12 (sec. 11-12) 
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From Saturday morning cartoons to Happy Meals, seniors continue 
to relive their youth and keep their childish nature intact 


Kicking up flakes of snow, Krystal 
Michel, senior, raced down the slopes of 
Mount Trashmore accompanied by her 
mom, boyfriend and two brothers. Even 
though high school had almost ended for 
Krystle, she knew sledding remained her 
way of having a good time. 

"You were never too old to go down 
the side of a snow-covered hill or ride in 
an inner-tube that turned when you 
didn't want it to," Krystle said. "It was a 
thrill that couldn't die with age." 

As the oldest members of the school, 
seniors remained further away from 
their childhood in years than any other 
of the other grades. Their pleasures and 
actions, however, often revealed a side 
that made them true kids at heart. 

Just because time marched on for all, 
not all seniors consumed a balanced diet. 


Kid-oriented food items often drew the 
attention of senior students. 

"I got Happy Meals when I could," 
Margaret DeDios, senior, said. "It wasn't 
just little meals for little people." 

Though cartoons aimed their content 
toward a much younger audience, many 
seniors remained loyal to shows like 
"Batman" or "Scooby-Doo." 

"I usually watched whatever cartoons 
were on," Pam Wiers, senior, said. "It 
was essential to keep some child-like 
qualities to survive in this crazy world." 

Age set aside, many seniors relived 
the activities they participated in as 
children. Even though some considered 
playing with blocks or trick-or-treating 
immature, others felt these activities 
helped to stay in touch 
with their inner child. 


“Since I lived in a funeral 
home, my friends and I 
thought it was the greatest 
thing to play hide and seek 
in the dark where they held 
the wakes. It really wasn’t 
as morbid as it seemed, 
and it was both fun and 
creepy at the same time.” 

Megan Morley, senior 

v 


“Cartoons were still a part of 
me even though I was a 
senior. I still watched The 
Simpsons’ and other 
cartoons whenever I got the 
chance, like on the 
weekends. They just 
seemed to get more and 
more funny with age, and 
everyone liked them.” 

Joe Rybicki, senior 


“I slept with the blanket that I 
had since I was little. I had it 
for so long that it was just 
something that I had to hold 
on to. It was a part of me.” 

Lauren Weichman, senior 

walking the line 

Carefully piecing her Lego castle 
together, Christine Blaine, senior, puts 
the finishing touches on her master- 
piece. Christine extended the hobby 
from her youth into senior year 


Drawin 


out their childhood 


mark of age 

To make her picture perfect, Carolyn 
Marinier, senior, uses markers to 
create an image. Although some 
students hid their crayons and 
colored pencils after elementary 
school, others continued the hobby. 


John Castor 

Sonia K. Chand: Tennis 9-12 
Nancy Chen: Orchestra 9; Spanish Club 9-12 
(hist. 12); Camarata 11-12; Project X 9-12; NHS 
11-12; Musical 10, 12; Ensemble 11-12; Spanish 
Honor Society 11-12 

Lolita Antoinette Christopher Basketball 11- 
12; Track 12; Spanish Club 11 
Courtney Jane Chung: Project X 9-12; French 
Club 10 


Brad Clark: Baseball 10-12; NHS 11-12; SADD 
9-11; Project X 9-11; Drama 10-12; German 
Club 9-10; Speech/Debate 9-11 
Michelle Marie Coduti: Speech 9-11; 
Ensembles 9-12; NHS 11-12; Musical 9-10 
Michael A. Cronin: Band 9-12; Soccer 9-12; 
Wrestling 9-12 (capt. 12) 

David Levy Culberg: Speech /Debate 9-11; 
Tennis 9-12 (capt. 12); French Club 9-12 (vice 
pres. 12); NHS 11-12; National Merit 
Commended Student 12; School Mascot 10 
Ishani H. Dalai 
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Dave A. Daniels: Football 9-12 (co-cupt. 12); 

Track 9-10; NHS 11-12 

Margaret Uneeda DeDios: Band 9-12; Jazz 

Band 9-12; Ensemble 10-12, Musical 10-12; 

Speech/Debate 10-11; Spanish Club 9-12; Crier 

11; NHS 11-12 

Kyle Deluna 

Edward Deveney 

Kelly Dickens: Art Club 10 


Nikola Djuric: Football 9; Jazz Band 9-11 
Julie Donnowitz 

Nisha N, Doshi: Tennis 9 12 (co-capt); NHS 
11-12; CEC 11; Spanish Club 9-11; SADD 9-12; 
Project X 9-10; Drama 11; Speech 9 12 
Sachin H. Doshi: French Club 9-12; Video 
Club 10-12 (vice-pres. 11,12); Academic 11-12; 
Drama 11; NHS 12 
Justin Drosos: 1982-2001 


Kimberly Duesing: Track 9-10,12; SADD 12 
Amy Rae Dungey: Dance Team 9-12; NHS 12; 
Softball 9; Musical 10; German Club 9 
Laura Dunn: Soccer 9-10; Track 9-10, Cross 
Country 11-12; Speech/Debate 9-10, Drama 
10-12; Thespian 10-12, Video Club 12 
Jessica A. Economou: German Club 9-12; 
Basketball 9; Volleyball 10; Drama 9; 
Auditorium Staff (House Manager 12) 

Adam Evans 


Melissa Amber Falgier: Ensembles 9-12; 

Orchestra 9-12; Musical 11 

Nicole Famsley: Swimming 9-12 (capt. 12); 

German Club 10-12; N I IS 11-12 

Dean Fehlau: Video Club 9-12 (vice pres. 10); 

Academic Team 10-12; National Merit 

Semi finalist 

Saralyn Jo Feinberg: Project X 10-12 
Ryan Fissinger 


Leah Flick: Diving 11-12 
Eric Flores 

Joseph M. Flores: Soccer 9-11; Wrestling 9-12 
(capt. 12); Football 12; Track 11-12; CEC 11 
Meghan Danielle Franciski: track 9; German 
Club 9-10; Project X 11-12; SADD 11-12; DECA 
11-12 

Colleen Susan Frazier Student Covl 9-10; 
French Club 9-12; CEC 11 12; Drama 11-12; 
SADD 12; Project X 12 


Jonathan A. Friedman: Tennis 9-12; Video 
Club 11-12 (sec. 12); Principal's Advisory Team 
11-12; NHS 11-12; Orchestra 10-12; Jazz Band 
9, 11; Principal's Award for Excellence 11; 
Musical 11; Drama 11 

Terryn C. Funston: Debate 9-12; N1 IS 11-12; 
Soccer 9-10; Project X 9-10; SADD 9-10; 
Orchestra 9-11 

Holly Furtek: German Club 9 

Kelly Gajewski: German Club 9-12; SADD 

12; Project X 12 

Sonya Garcia: Basketball 9; DECA 10-12; 
Drama 10 
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Jennifer Lee Gaskill: Dance Team 9-10; 
SADD 12 

Katherine Mae Gephart: Band 9-12 
Nicole Marie Gier: Basketball 9; Drama 11-12 
Katherine Louise Gikas: Soccer 9; Orchestra 

9-12; Drama 11; DECA 12 (sec. 12); Project X 
11-12; German Club 10 

Kathryn Theresa Gilbert: Project X 9; Tennis 
9-10; Dance Team 10-12; SADD 12 


Kyle Ellis Gilbert: Band 9-12; German Club 
10 

Geoffrey Francis Girot: Golf 9-12 
Katherine Elizabeth Gluek: Student Govt. 9, 
11-12; CEC 10; Cheerleading 9-10 (capt. 10); 
Softball 9; Ensembles 10-12; Drama 9-12; 
Musical 10-11; Thespian 11-12 
Paul Goddard 
Dimitri Golfis 


Stephanie Gonzalez 

Amanda Maureen Gore: German Club 9-10; 
Musical 10; Dance Team 9-12; Track 10 
Monica Jean Gomal 
Allison Whitney Gott: Dance Team 9-12 
(capt. 12); NHS 11-12; Drama 10-11; Musical 

10-11; French Club 10-12; CEC 9; National 
Merit Semifinalist 12 

Sarah Elizabeth Grauvogl: Spanish Club 9- 
12 (hist. 10, vice pres. 11, pres. 12); French 
Club 10-12; German Club 12; DECA 10; 
Spanish Honor Societyll-12; IU Honors 11 


Megan Elizabeth Graykowski: Volleyball 9- 
10; Softball 9; Drama 10-12 (stud. dir. 10); 
Thespian 10-12 

Sean M. Greenya: Football 9-12; Swimming 

9- 12; NHS 11-12; German Club 10-12 
Nicolette Gries 

Ariana K. Grow: Swimming 9; German Club 

9; Drama 11; DECA 12 

James R. Hamblin: Swimming 9-12; Tennis 

10- 12; Student Govt. 9-12; CEC (pres. 11); 
NHS 11-12 (pres. 12); Spanish Club 9-10; Golf 
9-10; Cross Country 9; German Club 11; 
Drama 11; National Merit Semifinalist 

Markia Marcella Hammonds: DECA 10-11; 
Track 11-12 

Patrick Hanas: Golf 9-12; Swimming 9 
Kyle W. Hathaway: Cross Country 9-12 
(capt. 12); Swimming 9; Track 9-12 (capt. 12); 
NHS 11-12; CEC 12 (vice pres. 12); SADD 12 
Katrina Hauten Softball 9-12; Band 9-10 
Kevin Rudy Higgins: Soccer 9-12 (co-capt. 

11- 12); Wrestling 9, 10, 12; DECA 12 


David Hoffman 

Lindsay Jeannette Holajten Tennis 9-12 (co- 
capt. 12); Soccer 9-11; NHS 11-12 
Jill Horn: Soccer 9-10; Drama 9-12; Thespian 
10-12; French Club 9-12; Pub photographer 11 
Betty Jane Hoyle: Swimming 9-11; Pub 
photographer 11-12 ( Crier Head Photog. 12) 
Justin A. Ionita: Video Club 9-12 (pres. 11; 
vice pres. 12); Tennis 9-12; Academic Team 10- 
12 (pres. 12); French Club 9-12 (treas. 11-12); 
NHS 11-12 
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Kristen Lynn Jabaay: German Club 10-11; 
Drama 10; DECA 10-12; Project X 12; SADD 
12; Track 10 

Miodrag Jankovic: Baseball 9; Basketball 9- 
11; DECA 12 

Jennifer Melissa Johnson: Swimming 9-11; 
Pub photographer 11-12; Project X 12 
Michael Rex Johnson 
Michelle Ann Johnson: Dance Team 9-10; 
Softball 9; Track 10-12; NHS 11-12; DECA 9- 
10; Project X 11-12 


Julieann M. Joseph: CEC 9-10; NHS 12; 
Musical 10; German Club 9-11; Project X 9-11 
Jennifer Amanda Kaczka: Volleyball 9-11; 
Project X 12; SADD 12 
Thomas Kaiser: DECA 11 
Renee Katsinis 

Ashley Michelle Kaufman: Art Club 10-12 
(vice pres. 11, pres. 12); Drama 10-12 (sec. 11, 
vice pres. 12); Debate 9-11; NHS 11-12; 
Auditorium Staff (stage manager 11, 
production manager 12); Thespian 11-12; 
Spanish Club 9-11; IU Honors 11 


g 

“Have fun.” Laura Dunn, senior 



“You have to realize what you did is 
done. You can’t change it. These are 
supposed to be the best years of your 
life; enjoy them.” Priti Patwari, senior 

“Don’t take high school too seriously. 

It’s important, but it’s not the most 
important thing. Give yourself some 
free time, instead of doing the 800 extra 
credit assignments to get an ‘A’. Relax 
and realize there’s another world.” 
Terryn Funston, senior 

“Do your work. Through high school I've 
often not done it, and its affected my 
grades.” Winfield Smith, senior 

“No matter how bad high school gets; 
just remember you’re not the only one in 
that position.” Zoran Balac, senior 
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“Don’t worry about what other people 
think. Be yourself.” Wanda 
Kolodziejczyk, senior 
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How did school get easier? 

“Freshman year was hard because you 
didn’t know your way around the school, 
and everything was new. Sophomore year 
the classes called for much more work 
and responsibilities. Then junior year 
entailed the teachers’ attempts to make 
you work really hard before senior year, at 
which point all you wanted to do was be 
lazy and have fun.” 

Keith Sorrels, senior 






said and done 


Looking back on their early high schoolyears, seniors discover 
tasks that one time proved difficult are now overlooked 


Flashback four years. Entering a new 
building for a new chapter of his life, 
Kevin Cane, then a freshman, felt filled 
with a sense of fear and awe. 

"As a freshman, I was excited about 
high school and the mature crowd," 
Kevin said. "The teachers expected you 
to handle assignments more maturely." 

From entering high school to 
balancing chaotic teenage lives, seniors 
discovered ways to make activities easier. 


For some, adapting to a new school 
building and teachers simply occurred 
naturally over time. Others found it took 
more time to adjust to larger workloads 
and increasingly difficult classes. 

"This year I took my first elective and 
loved it," Terryn Funston, senior, said. 
"It wasn't AP, but I still learned so much." 

As a senior, Kevin realized that 
teachers proved a valuable asset to him 
not just in his studies but also as mentors. 


Then and 

Now 

Money: everyone needs 
it, but not everyone has it. 
Whether they learned the 
hard way or not, big 
spenders had to learn to 
manage their money. 


25 % 

very hard 

45 % 

never noticed 

30 % 

very easy 



21 % 

very hard 

but now... 31 % 

never noticed 

46 % 

very easy 

Money Management 

To cover his multiple expenses, 
Winfield Smith, senior, withdraws 
money from his bank account. "I 
had a job so I had more money, and 
there was a lot more responsibility 
involved with it," Winfield said. 
"Managing my money became 
easier because I had gotten less 
confused since I did it so much." 


96 seiners surveyed 


Gaskill-Kaufman 
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Stephanie Anne Kelly: Project X 9-12; French 
Club 11-12; NHS 11-12; Paragon 11-12 (Editor- 
in-chief 12); Quill and Scroll 11-12 
Andrew D. Kennedy: Speech / Debate 9-12 
(sec. 11, treas. 12); Spanish Club 9-12 (treas. 10- 
11); Academic Team 9-12; NHS 11-12; Drama 
9-11; Thespian 9-12 

John Steven Keplinger: Speech/Debate 9-12; 
Cross Country 11-12; Track 11-12; NHS 11-12; 
Spanish Club 9-11; Academic Team 10-12 
David Matthew Klawinski: DECA 12, Project 
X 12 

Jeff Kocel 

Lisa Marie Kolar: French Club 9-12; 
Ensembles 10-12; NHS 11-12; Musical 10-12; 
Art Club 11-12 

Wanda S. Kolodziejczyk: Swimming 11, 
DECA 11-12 
Jill Kooy 

Christopher Jordan Kochnitzky: Cross 
Country 9-12; Wrestling 9-10; Diving 11; Track 
9-12 (co-capt. 12); NHS 11-12; Crier 11-12 
(Sports Ed. 11, Editor-in-chief 12); Quill and 
Scroll 11-12; CEC 12 (treas. 12) 

Janki Kiran Kothari: Art Club 11-12; SADD 
12; Project X 12; Spanish Club 12 




Relying on experience and age, seniors 
tackle everyday tasks with added 
confidence now that they rule the school 


_ Idols 

Sean Greenya, senior 


I used to admire the 
seniors during 
Homecoming. ..but now 
“being on the spirit truck 
is different. We get to 
make up different 
cheers, and I have a lot 

of fun as a senior.” 

\ 



Schoolwork 

rAlyssa Theile, senior 

; 

I used to be intimidated 
by what high school was 
all about... but now “I 
realize that it is a lot 
easier than I thought it 
would be. It is just 
moving onto the next 
level and learning the 
new material.” 
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Technology — 

( Kyle Deluna, senior 

I used to only play 
games on the 
computer... but now “I 
enjoy designing pictures 
on the computer, more 
than the typing classes I 
took before.” 

V 



r 
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USIC 


Keith Sorrels, senior 


I used to struggle to 
learn simple songs on 
the recorder... but now “I 
read and understand 
symphonies on the oboe 
and get great scores 
while participating in 


ISSMA.” 

V 



I used to try and stay in 
the lines while coloring 
pictures with crayons 
and markers... but now 
“I simply create unique 
art that comes from my 
imagination out of clay 

in Ceramics.” 

v 


Art 


Marisa Renwald, senior 
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Candice Nicole Kouros; CEC 9, 11-12 (sec. 

12); Drama 10-11; SADD 11-12; Spanish Club 
11; Project X 11 

Kaitlin Lindsay Kovach: Drama 9-12 (stu. 
director 12); NHS 11-12; Spanish Club 10-11; 
Cheerleading 9-12 (capt. 12); Speech / Debate 
9-12; Student Govt. 9,11; CEC 10,12; Musical 9- 
12; Ensembles 10-12; All State Choir 12; 
Thespian 11-12; Orchestra 9-11; Track 10 
Michael Kozlowski 
Keith Kramer 
Ryan Kula 


Marcie Leigh Kwasman 

Amber D. I.aReau: Basketball 9-11; Track 9-12 

(co-capt. 11-12); Band 9-11; French Club 11-12; 

German Club 9-10; Speech /Debate 10; Cross 

Country 12 

Tom Largus 

Blake Alan Larkins: Basketball 9-12 
Natalie Lauerman 


Shawna Marie Lawrence: Dance Team 9-10; 
DECA 10,12; SADD 12 
Brian Lemer: Football 9-12; Wrestling 9-12 
Suzi Leverenz: Basketball 9; Volleyball 9 
Denis W. Lowe, Jr.: Wrestling 9-10; Soccer 9- 
12 

Andrijana Lukic 


Christy Marie Macak: Volleyball 9-10; CEC 
11-12; SADD 11-12; Project X 12; Spanish Club 
12 

Joey Mack: German Club 9-12; Baseball 9-11; 
SADD 11; Project X 11 

Paul David Marchese: DECA 11; Project X 12 
Carolyn Michelle Marinier: Basketball 9-10; 
Softball 9-10; Cross Country 11-12; Tennis 11- 
12; CEC 11; Student Govt. 12; French Club 9-12 
(hist. 11); NHS 11-12 (sec. 12); National Merit 
Semifinalist 12 
Demetra Marinos 


Kyle C. Matucha: Swimming 9-10, Ensembles 

9- 12, NHS 11-12; French Club 10-12; Drama 9- 
12; Thespian 12 

Rachel Lindsay McCain: SADD 9; Project X 9; 
Drama Club 9-10; French Club 10; Crier 11-12 
(Ads/ Business Manager 12) 

Katherine McGill: Color Guard 9-12 (capt. 
12); French Club 10-11; Drama 11-12; Band 9 
Ryan William McMahon: Soccer 9 12 (capt. 

10- 12); Basketball 9-10 

Megan J. McShane: Dance learn 9-10; 

Spanish Club 9 


Christopher Medwetz 
Krystle Amanda Michel: Color Guard 9-12 
(capt. 12); German Club 10-11; Band 9-12; 
DECA 12 

Alex Patrick Miller: Track 9-12; Football 9 
Michael Mirabelli 

Dan Mize: Football 9-12 (co-capt. 12) 
Wrestling 9-12 (co-cap!, 12) 


Kelly-Mize 
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David Mlodecki: Baseball 10; Drama 10; 
Spanish Club 9-10 

Melissa M. Moore: NHS 11-12; French Club 

9-12; Project X 10-12; Track 10; SADD 10-12; 
Academic Team 10-11; Drama 11-12 
Meredith Moran: Volleyball 9-12 (co-capt.); 
Softball 9-11 

Megan E. Morley: Band 9-12 (Drum Major 11- 
12); NHS 11-12 (vice pres. 12); Art Club 9-12 
(sec. 12); Project X 9-12; Drama 9-12 

Elizabeth Moseley 


Anastasios (Tom) Mourikis: Wrestling 9-11 
(capt. 10); French Club 9-11; Football 9; Soccer 

11 

Jim Mroz: Football 9; Baseball 9; Wrestling 10 

Matthew Mustain 

Sadia Najamuddin: Tennis 9-10; Drama 11; 
SADD 11-12; Project X 11-12; NHS 11-12; 
Spanish Club 9-11; Speech/Debate 9-12 
Krystal Nash: French Club 11; DECA 11-12 


Ashley B. Navarro: Track 9; Art Club 10-11; 
German Club 9-11; SADD 11 
Christian J. Newcomb: Football 9-10; Soccer 
11-12; Track 9-12 (capt. 12); Swimming/ Diving 
9-10; SADD 10 (vice pres. 10); NHS 12; CEC 9 
Scott Newman 

Matthew V. Norby: French Club 9; German 
Club 10-12; Track 9-12 (capt. 12); Diving 9; 
Band 9; Project X 11 

Marnie Jean Norris: Dance Team 9; French 
Club 9; German Club 9; Project X 12 


Rebecca Norris: French Club 10-12; SADD 12; 
Project X 12; Pub photographer 10-12 (Head 
photographer 12) 

Joe Noworyta: Band 9-12; Jazz Band 9-11; 

Track 11-12; Spanish Club 12 

Christie M. O'Brien: Swimming 9-11; Tennis 

9, 11-12; German Club 9-10, 12; Project X 12; 

NHS 11-12 

Jamie O'Brien 

MaryPatrice O'Connell 


Mark Obszanski: Basketball 9; Baseball 9-12 
Jessica Oprinovich: Soccer 9-12 (co-capt. 12); 
SADD 11-12 (pres. 11); Spanish Club 9, 11; 
Track 9; Drama 10 

Jeffrey H. Palmer: Video Club 9-12 (vice pres. 

10-11); Jazz Band 10-12; Orchestra 9-12; Speech 
and Debate 9-12; Principal's Advisory 11-12; 
NI IS 11-12; Thespians 12; Spanish Club 9; 

Crier 11 

Michael Alexei Panich: Swimming 9-10 
Kyle George Parker 


Jessica Pasztor: Swimming 9-10; NHS 11-12 
Christine Lynn Patel: Dance Team 9-12 (capt. 

11-12); Track 9-10; Musical 10, 11; NHS 11-12 
Priti P. Patwari: NHS 11-12; Project X 9-12; 
SADD 9-12; Art Club 11-12; Drama 11-12; 
Tennis 9-10; Speech / Debate 9-12; National 
Merit Semifinalist 

Katherine Allison Pawlowicz: Basketball 9- 
10; Tennis 11-12; Spanish Club 9-10 
Sharon Paz: DECA 10-11 


Seniors 



158 








r 




_Are_you a leader? j 

Answer these questions and find out whether 
you take charge, follow orders or lounge on 
the sidelines while others do the dirty work. 


Mostly a’s: 

Leader of the Pack 

You’ve got what it 
takes to dominate. 
When you set your 
mind to do 
something, you see 
that it gets done. 


Mostly b’s: 
Motivated Member 

If anybody needs 
help, they can 
always come to you. 
You’re willing to be 
involved in things 
that you’re strongly 
interested in. 


Mostly c’s: 

Mellow Fellow 

You go with the flow. 
You just let 
everybody else do 
the work while you 
get to relax. 



Your teacher assigns a 
group project. When you 
find your group, you: 

a. appoint yourself 
captain. 

b. think about what you 
will try to contribute. 

c. decide to let your 
group members figure 
everything out. 

How do you feel when you 
are responsible for getting 
something done? 

a. Confident 

b. Neutral 

c. Uncomfortable 

Do you enjoy speaking in 
front of a group? 

a. Usually 

b. Sometimes 

c. Rarely 

Do you get distracted while 
doing your homework? 

a. Rarely 

b. Sometimes 

c. Usually 


Just Cruising 

As leader of the school. Student Body 
President David Young, senior, rides in 
the Homecoming parade. "It was 
weird when underclassmen came to 
me for help because I realized that I had 
become one of those kids that I always 
used to look up to," Student Gov- 
ernment Vice President Asim Sheriff, 
senior, said. 


r. 
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Just about 


time to take charge 


Whether cheering their grade to victory or student-directing a 
theater production, seniors often take charge over their peers 


Many seniors took the chance to 
prove their leadership qualities in class 
and at home. Yet a certain few stood out 
in others' minds for their outstanding 
achievements, such as taking the role of 
director for an entire production. 

As director of the winter play, Ashley 
Kaufman, senior, received the op- 
portunity to prove her leadership 
capabilities. "LAB," as auditorium 
director Mr. Larry A. Brechner's 
students fondly referred to him, chose 
Ashley as the student director of The Life 
and Death of Almost Everybody based on 
a very rigorous process that included an 
application, a resume and also a 
personal interview. 

"It all started sophomore year," 
Ashley said. "I was 
an extra in Frank- 
enstein, and I also 
joined the Audi- 
torium Staff. That 
year I became Stage 
Manager. All of those 
hours of hard work 
really helped me out 
for senior year." 

Involvement in 
plays consumed long 
hours during a week, 
no matter which role 
someone received. 


Crew members took on added ten- 
sionas opening night drew near. Ashley, 
however, acted not only as general 
director of the play, but also as the 
Scenery Director. 

Another stressful aspect of her 
position concerned Ashley's power over 
her peers in casting for the play. She 
found the task difficult to pick between 
the students she knew on a daily basis. 

"I just kept telling myself lhat the 
reason you put people in a show was 
because they were talented, and not be- 
cause they were your friends," Ashley 
said. 

While directing the play, Ashley had 
to take on several leadership qualities 
that she may not have already 
developed . 

"I would not have tried 
to direct a play last year," 
Ashley said. "There were 
so many things I learned 
this year that really 
helped me out with what 
I had to do. 

Through all her work 
and dedication, Ashley 
gave her all to directing. 
The experiences she 
gained helped her to 
develop her personal 
leadership potential. 



High Places 

Cheering on their classmates, seniors 
Jenny Solis, Katie Sliwa, Meredith Moran, 
Carolyn Marinier, and Julie Joseph display 
their spirit at the Homecoming pep rally. 
To follow the tradition, the seniors led the 
school in the overall spirit competition. 



Nicole Marie Pellegrino: Drama 9-12 (pres. 
12; dir. 11); Thespian 10-12; Cheerleading 9-12 
(capt. 12); Speech 9-11; Ensembles 10-12; 
French Club 9-12 (hist. 12); NHS 11-12; 
Homecoming Queen 12; Musical 9-12; 
National Merit Semifinalist 12 
John Charles Jerome Pesich: Football 9-10; 
Baseball 10 
Karri Petrizzo 
David Pleitner 

Lisa Pleitner: Soccer 10 (manager Ilk- 
Basketball 9-11; NHS 11-12; Spanish Club 9-12 
(vice pres. 12); IU Honors 11 

Ariel Plowman 

Valerie E. Porras: Soccer 9-12; track 9-10; 
Tennis 12; SADD 11-12 (treas. 11 ); Spanish 
Club 9-11; NHS 11-12 

Ashley M. Porta: Speech/Debate 9-12; Tennis 
9-12; Drama 9-12; NHS 11 12; Paragon 11 
(Academics Ed.; Life Ed.); Orchestra 11; 

Project X 9; SADD 9 

El lie Marie Porte 

Betsy Pottorff: Spanish Club 9; Track 9-10 


Mlodecki-Pottorff 
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Letting, 

the softer sideshow 

While some seniors put on a “macho” 
school front and refuse to reveal their 
sensitive side, others let their guard down 

"Alright, give me my $200," Michelle Coduti, 
senior, said. Her fifth grade sister Nicoletta groaned, 
sorted out $200 of paper Monopoly money and 
handed it to Michelle, who had just passed "Go." 

Michelle always found time to hang out with her 
younger siblings Nicoletta and Marica, sophomore. 
Their activities included going to the movies, 
playing ping-pong or staying at home and enjoying 
a friendly game of Monopoly. The friends she hung 
out with on the weekend didn't replace her family. 

"I thought spending time with family was more 
important than with friends," Michelle said. "You 
saw your family day-in, day-out and were with 
them for the rest of your life." 

Some other seniors showed their sensitive sides 
in front of their friends or their significant others. 
Dave Ahlf, senior, provided an example of this by 
deciding to surprise his girlfriend, Julia Boch- 
nowski, senior, one day. He brought her a bouquet 
of roses to school for no special occasion. 

"I didn't think it was embarrassing; I thought it 
was a nice thing to do," Dave said. "All guys had 
their macho side, but they also showed that they 
cared about their girlfriends." 

While some seniors would have felt slightly 
embarrassed if everyone knew that they spent a lot 
of time with their younger siblings, Michelle didn't 
see things that way. She valued her friendships, but 
she also believed in staying close to her sisters. 
Family time meant a lot to her, despite what some 
of her fellow classmates thought. 


How sensitive are you? 

r Stereotypes characterize girls as “mushy” and compassionate and guys as 

tough and insensitive. Answer these questions to find out if you contradict 
l these common misconceptions and how you rate on the sensitivity scale. 


1. Which of these music 
groups do you like the 
most? 

a. Korn 

b. Dave Matthews 
Band 

c. *N Sync 

2. Which movie would 
you rather watch? 

a. “Gladiator” 

b. “The Nutty 
Professor” 

c. “She’s All That” 

3. Which TV shows 
would you prefer? 

a. “WWF Smackdown” 

b. “The Simpsons” 

c. “Dawson’s Creek” 

4. Which activity do you 
enjoy the most? 

a. playing sports 

b. going to the movies 

c. shopping 


Mostly a’s: Tough Stuff— Your sensitivity rating 
hangs pretty low. Not that you never let your 
emotions show, but you’d rather eat dirt than go 
to the ballet. Girls, congrats on destroying the age- 
old “sugar and spice” notion. 

Mostly b’s: Balanced In-Between — You don’t 
quite fit either of the two extremes but instead 
rank somewhere in the middle. People wouldn’t 
call you a sap, but you’re no macho man. You 
share the best of both worlds. 

Mostly c’s: Sentimental Soul— You know how 
to keep in touch with the sensitive person in 
you. A box of Kleenex comes in handy when 
you rent a movie. Kudos to the guys who admit 
that they belong to this typically “girly” category. 

Pleasant Surprise 

Though boys typically 
bought flowers for girls, 

Tom Mourikis, senior, 
receives a rose on Sweet- 
est Day. "I was surprised," 

Tom said. "I wasn't ex- 
pecting to get a flower 
from anyone." 



Showing 

Emotion 

33% 29% 28% 

bought flowers gave someone a baked for 

for someone card just for fun someone 

Statistics don t 
lie. The facts 
say that not all 
seniors are 
quite as tough 
as they seem. 

V 

35% 65% 

felt embarrassed didn t feel 

crying during an embarrassed 

emotional movie 170 seniors surveyed J 


David Pryzbylski: Project X 11-12; French 
Club 11-12; Student Govt. 12; IU Honors 11 

Anna Przybysz 

Shajiuddin Quadri: Tennis 9-12 
Brian Ranade; Speech/Debate 9-12 (treas. 11); 
Video Club 10-12 (vice pres. 11; pres. 12); 
Academic Team 10-12; Tennis 9-12; Spanish 
Honors Society 12 (vice pres. 12); Principal's 
Advisory Team 11-12; Spanish Club 9-12; NHS 
11-12 

Goran Ravasi 


Andrew T. Rebar: Basketball 9-12 

Marisa F. Renwald: Basektball 9-10; Track 9; 

Tennis 10-12; Orchestra 9-12; Paragon 11 (Clubs 

Ed.); German Club 9-11 

Andrew K. Rice: Football 9-12; Baseball 9; 

JETS 11 

Michael Ristic: Cross Country 9-12; Track 9- 
12 

Carrie Robinson 
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Paul Rogers: Auditorium Staff 11-12; Drama 
11-12; Thespian 12; Orchestra 9-12; Art Club 
11-12 

Eric James Rosiak: Football 9-12 (capt. 12); 
Baseball 9; Track 11-12; NHS 11-12; Drama 10; 
CEC 10-12 (treas. 11) 

Jamie Rosko 

Tom Royal: Basketball 9-10; Football 9-12 
(capt. 12); Baseball 9-12 

Aaron Rueth 


Joseph Rybicki 

Ben Samara: Tennis 9; Golf 9; Drama 10; 
DECA 12 

Elizabeth Sampias: Track 9-10; DECA 11-12 
(vice pres. 12) 

Tiffany S. Sanders: Cheerleading 9-10; 
Drama 9-11; Project X 9-12; SADD 9-12; DECA 
11-12 (pres. 12); Tennis 10-11; Speech/Debate 
9-11; French Club 10-11; Track 9 
Amanda Christine Sandoval: Track 9-10; 
DECA 10; SADD 12; Art Club 12; Spanish 
Club 9 


Sarah-Ann Elizabeth Sands: Cheerleading 9- 
10; German Club 10; French Club 11 
Diana Lynn Santay: Soccer 9-12; Basketball 9; 
German Club 9; Art Club 11; SADD 11-12 (vice 
pres. 11-12) 

Angelena Santoianni 

Lauren N. Sarber: French Club 9; Project X 9; 
Art Club 11-12 

James Schmelzer: German Club 10-11 


Gregory Schneider: Football 10; Drama 9, 11- 
12; Art Club 10-12 (treas. 12); Video Club 12; 
Auditorium Staff 11-12 (stage manager 12) 
Andrew Richard Schumacher Speech/ 
Debate 9-12 (pres. 12); Tennis 9-12; Ensembles 
9-12; NHS 11-12; Drama 9-12; Musical 9-12; 
National Merit Semifinalist 12 
Matthew E. Schwertfeger Jazz Band 9-11 
Neha H. Shah: NHS 11-12; Spanish Club 9-12; 
SADD 9-12; Project X 9-11; Tennis 9-11 
Poonam U. Shah: Tennis 9-12 (capt. 12); 
Speech / Debate 9-12; Spanish Club 9-11; 

SADD 9-12 (pres. 11); NHS 11-12 

Shardul G. Shah: Speech/Debate 9-12 (vice 
pres. 12); Academic Team 9-12; Video Club 9, 
12; Spanish Club 9-11; NHS 11-12 (treas. 12) 
Anne Elizabeth Shapiro 
Natalie M. Shapiro: Speech/Debate 9; 
Ensembles 10-12; IU Honors 11; 

Spanish Club 9 , 11 

Jennifer Rebecca Sharp: Soccer 9-12; Project 
X 12; Basketball 9; Track 9; CEC 9-10 (pres. 10); 
SADD 12 (treas.) 

Kristen Shelton: Soccer 9-12; Project X 9-11; 
Spanish Club 9 


Asim S. Sheriff: Basketball 9-11; Football 9; 
Cross Country 10; Student Govt. 9-12 (vice 
pres. 12); Project X 11-12 (treas. 12); Spanish 
Club 9-10; NHS 11-12; SADD 11-12; Drama 10 
Erick Christopher Sherman: Football 10; 
Speech/Debate 10-12; Academic Team 10; 

Crier 11-12 (Front Page Ed. 11, Design Ed. 12); 
Quill and Scroll 11-12 
Michael Skrundz 

Kathryn Marie Sliwa: Basketball 9; Softball 9- 
12; Volleyball 9-12 (capt. 12); CEC 12 
Timothy Smaron: Tennis 10-12; Track 9-11 


Pryzbylski-Smaron 
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Herbert Winfield Smith IV: Band 9-12; 
German Club 10-11; French Club 9 
Vincent Sochacki 

Jennifer Nicole Solis: Track 9-10; Volleyball 9; 
DECA 11; SADD 12; Project X 12 
Michelle Arin Sopher: Spanish Club 9-10; 
Speech / Debate 9-10; Tennis 9-11; Drama 9-12 
(hist. 11); NHS 11-12; DECA 11-12 (hist. 12) 
Keith W. Sorrels: Tennis 9-12; Band 9-12; 
Orchestra 9-12; All State Band 12; Musical 10- 
12; Jazz Band 10-12; NHS 11-12; Drama 11 


Kathleen Marie Spence: Track 9-12; Spanish 
Club 9-10; Volleyball 9; DECA 11-12; Cross 
Country 12; Ensembles 12; Project X 11-12; 
SADD 11-12; NHS 11-12 
Joyce Stamiris: Track 10-12; Project X 11-12, 
Spanish 9-10; German Club 9-10 
Marcin Stanko: Spanish Club 9-12; French 
Club 9; Drama 12; Swimming 12; JETS 10, 12 
Steven C. Steele: Football 9-12; Wrestling 10-12 
Emily Sterner: Golf 9-12 (capt. 12); Tennis 9- 
11; Speech /Debate 9-10; German Club 9-10; 
Drama 10; Musical 9-12; Orchestra 9-12; 
Camerata 9-12; NHS 11-12; JETS 11-12 

Benjamin M. Stolarz: Basketball 9-10; 

Football 9; Track 9-12 

Jillian Lynn Stout: Spanish Club 9-11; Softball 
9-10; Track 11-12 

Julie Streeter 

Kathleen Anne Strzempka: Dance Team 9-10 
Debasish Sundi: Speech / Debate 9-12; Tennis 
9-12; Academic Team 10-12 (sec. 12); NHS 11- 
12; French Club 9-12 


Brandon Sweeney 

Kenneth James Szymanski: French Club 11-12 
Erin Talabay: Soccer 9-12; CEC 9-11 (vice- 
pres. 9, sect. 10); Student Govt. 12; Ensembles 
10-12; Speech/Debate 9-10; Musical 11-12; 
NHS 11-12; Hoosier Girls' State 12 
Roman F. Teller: Drama 9-12; Musical 10-12; 
French Club 9-12 (pres. 12); Ensembles 11-12; 
IU Honors 11; NHS 11-12; Band 9-11; 
Orchestra 9-11; Thespian 10-12 
Alyssa Catherine Theile: Musical 10,12; 
Volleyball 9-10; NHS 11-12; Tennis 9-10; 
German Club 10-11 (treas. 11); Camerata 9 

Dustin Thompson: Swimming 9-12 
Dennis Trelinski: Soccer 9-12; Diving 9-12; 
Baseball 9; Track 12 

Karen Christine Ufnowski: German Club 
9,11; DECA 10 

Julie Kathleen Valand: Cheerleading 9-10; 
Drama 9-11; French Club 11-12; Spanish Club 
9; Musical 10 

Peter Vander Sluis: Football 9-10; Baseball 9; 
Basketball 9 


Alex Vargas 

Nicholas Varinac: Soccer 9-12; Track and 
Field 10-12; Basketball 9-10 
Natalie Marianne Vaughn: French Club 9-12; 
Drama 9-12; Thespian 10-12; Track 9-10; 
Speech 9-10, 12 
John Vroom 

Lauren Weichman: Soccer 9-10 


Seniors 
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The selfless 


v_ 


gift of giving 


Bundles ofJoy 

During Mrs. Mary 
Yorke's AP Comp- 
osition class, seniors 
Terryn Funston and 
Julia Bochnowski wrap 
Christmas gifts for a 
six-year-old girl. "We 
bought our adopted 
angel two outfits, a 
winter coat, mittens 
and a couple books 
and toys," Julia said. 


No matter how crazy their lives get, seniors take on 
extra effort to help others in the community 


The bell rang, but seniors Julia Boch- 
nowski and Terryn Funston stayed 
behind. Taping down the colorful 
reindeer paper, they finished wrapping 
presents for a needy six-year-old girl. 

Julia had an inspiration to continue a 
tradition left behind with the removal of 
Advisory. She persuaded Mrs. Mary 


Caring in 

the community 

Plenty of seniors stop 
to think about helping 
people in need. They 
willingly take the time 
in order to make a 
difference in the lives 
of those less fortunate 
than themselves. 


1 5% 9% 20°/c 


O 

never donate 
to charity 
depositories 


O 

volunteer at 
soup kitchens 


o 

volunteer 
through church 


74% 1 4% 9°/c 

» • / yJ candv-striDe work for 


donate once in 
a while 

11% 

donate every time 


o 

candy-stripe 
at a hospital 

30% 

tutor students 


'O 

work for 
Habitat for 
Humanity 


107 seniors surveyed 


Yorke's AP Composition class into 
participating in the Adopt-an-Angel 
program. The students pitched in money 
to buy Christmas gifts for a young child,, 
whose name Terryn Funston, senior, 
pulled from a tree at her church. 

"It was really sad to know that there 
were underprivileged children in our 
area," Julia said. "It made me happy just 
to be able to keep one little girl warm 
during the winter." 

Seniors volunteered even when the 
holidays ended. Shardul Shah, senior, 
tutored once a week for half an hour 
more. In addition, he did work for 
Flabitat for Humanity. He helped clean 
out and renovate abandoned houses to 
provide homes for less fortunate people. 

Plenty of seniors stopped to think 
about doing something to help the 
community. Julia and Terryn learned the 
true rewards of reaching out to people. 



Lowell Werner; Golf 9 12 

Pamela Lynn Wiers: Colorguard 9 12 (capt. 

12); Band 9-12; Orchestra 9-12; French Club 9- 

12; NHS 12; Musical 10-11 

Andrea M. Williams: Art Club 1(1-12; 

Auditorium Staff 10-11; IU I lonors 11 

Dan Witting: Football 9; Band 9-12, Wrestling 

9; Video Club 9-10 

Sara Marie Wojcik: Softball 9-10; Spanish 
Club 9-10 


Jennifer Yamtich: Cross Country 9-12; Track 
9-12; Art Club (vice pres. 12); NHS 11-12; 
Spanish Club 11-12; Project X 9-10; IU Honors 
11 

Kayte Yerga 

David Young: Student Govt. 9, 11-12 (pres. 
12); Drama 10-12; NHS 11-12; Project X 11-12; 
Tennis 9-12 (capt. 12); CEC 10; Spanish Club 9- 
10; Speech/Debate 9-12 

Brett Zagorac 

Danielle Zagorski: Basketball 9-12; Softball 9- 
12; Band 9-12 


Momcilo M. Z.ivanovic: Swimming 9; Diving 
9; DECA 9; Track 11-12 

Danijela Zone 

Brandy Zukanovich: Ttack 9-12; Cross 
Country 12; CEC 12; Basketball 10; SADD 12; 
Project X 12 

Andrew Jordan Zusman: Orchestra 9-12; 
Camerata 11-12; Jazz Band 11; German Club 
10-12; Orchestra Pit 11 


Smith-Zusman 
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through the years 

Not forgetting a detail, Valedictorian 
Brian Ranade, senior, descibes the 
immense changes that took place 
since seniors arrived four years ago. 
He covered everything from plays in 
the Frank H. Hammond cafetorium 
or lunch in the gym to the carpet 
circles and the library temporarily 
moving to in the wrestling room, all 
a result of construction. 


staying on top 

Taking a break from the ceremony, 
seniors Sara Boomsma, Katie Gluek 
and Lisa Kolar entertain the crowd 
with the Concert Choir. In addition 
to Band and Orchestra, concert choir 
sang a tribute at Commencement. 





show o/hands 

Initiating a round of applause after 
the Concert Choir performance, 
seniors Kevin Cane and Christine 
Blaine show their appreciation. 
"Commencement was special 
because they didn't just give us our 
diploma," Kevin said. "It seemed like 
the whole school was into it." 

happy faces 

In the Commons after graduation, 
seniors Anna Przybysz, Renee 
Katsinis and Jamie O'Brien celebrate 
their achievement. "I was really 
excited after Commencement," 
Renee said. "After sitting through the 
ceremony, being able to talk to your 
friends and take pictures was great." 
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speak up 

As Valedictorian John Keplinger, 
senior, addresses the graduates and 
their families, he compares the Senior 
Class to Magellan on his final voyage. 
John graduated first in his class tied 
with Brian Ranade. 


keepmg in step 

While filing into their seats, seniors 
walk in step and keep their order. 
With a group of 296 graduates, the 
students packed the field house and 
endured rising temperatures during 
the hour-long ceremony. 



after alt is 



With ties for first 
and second class rank, 
seniors celebrate with 
two Valedictorians and 
two Salutatorians 


Done 


C onstantly peeking at her 
reflection in the window, Amy 
Blue, senior, checked the level 
of her cap and the shape of her gown. 
Poised and nervous towards the events 
to come, Amy stood in anticipation of 
joining her graduating class in the 
processional leading into the fieldhouse. 

As Mr. Michael O'Connor, principal, 
welcomed everyone to the ceremony, he 
also introduced two valedictorians and 
two salutatorians. Although usually only 
one of each exists, tight competition 
resulted in the first ties ever for the first 
and second positions in the class. Seniors 
John Keplinger and Brian Ranade earned 
the title of Valedictorian and seniors Deb 
Sundi and Justin Ionita received the 
honor of Salutatorian. 

"Since I was one of the people at the 
top, it was a very tight academic race all 
through my four years of high school," 
Deb Sundi, senior, said. "We all took 
Advanced Placement classes and 
summer courses, so it was an honor to 
be recognized with the other three." 

After speeches reviewing four years 
of school and referencing Magellan's 
journey, 296 graduates walked across the 


stage and received their diplomas. 
Although some students knew their time 
ended, the reality hadn't set in. 

"The fact that I was graduating didn't 
hit me yet," Michelle Coduti, senior, said. 

I still felt like I was in higJi school. Even 
when I was walking across the stage, I 
still didn't realize. It couldn't become real 
until I finally got to college." 

Although Michelle and others 
couldn't believe the reality June 10, Keith 
Sorrels, senior, looked forward to the 
changes that college would present. 

"I had a really great experience here," 
Keith said. "As much as 1 hated to leave 
all my friends and the security, I was 
definitely looking forward to what I was 
going to do in college." 

From A to Z, Amy waited patiently 
and watched as her friends and col- 
leagues crossed the stage. As the last 
name sounded through the bleachers 
and the crowd erupted in cheers, 
graduates changed their tassels from 
right to left and threw their caps into the 
air. Marching out of the fieldhouse, 
Amy's anxiety faded away as she 
reminisced about the past four years 
with fellow classmates and friends. 

Graduation 
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Gadeir Abbas 
Ashraf Abu-Aita 
Jessica Acosta 
Monica Aldulescu 
Anwar Ali 
Jessica Andryske 
Ginger Anthony 
Katharine Austgen 

Sarah Baker 
Nickolas Bakker 
John Balicki 
Joshua Balster 
Lindsay Baranowski 
Daniel Barton 
Marcia Bazan 
Michelle Bembenista 

Christina Bemacchi 
Brooke Berry 
Kyle Bieda 
Robert Bielawski 
Jaime Blakeley 
Ilene Blumberg 
Nicholas Bokowy 
Jillian Bonessa 

Sangeeta Bookseller 
Alexis Boyan 
Joshua Bradish 
Elizabeth Bradley 
Tara Brennan 
Ed Briganti 
Nicholas Bularzik 
Jacqueline Burkat 

Kathleen Caine 
Candace Calderon 
Marcos Campos 
Simone Castaneda 
Adam Castor 
Danny Chambers 
Steven Chovanec 
Tommy Clark 



nu, ijjaihb 

piocipa it 

Toge 

Letting the hood fall on nis 1978 
Mercury Cougar, Chris Pykosz, junior, 
checked his watch. Even though Chris 
had just put in two hours of work on his 
car, he knew that he still had time to catch 
up on his homework for the weekend. 

Many juniors like Chris worked their 
schedules around a number of factors. 
While balancing time stood out as a 
chore for some, it came easily to others. 

"Because I was able to manage my 
time, I was less busy this year," Chris 
said. "I didn't have a whole lot of 
homework; but what I did have I was 
able to finish in school. That gave me 
time to spend on my car for a few days 
during the week and on the weekends. 
I did everything from touching up paint 
to rebuilding the carburetor." 

Even though hours seemed tight at 
the crunch times in a junior's life, a few 

Juniors 


Sweating 
through early 
mornings and 
late nights to 
stay on top, 
juniors struggle 
to keep their 
plans in tact 

other things to do, some juniors made 
their social lives a priority. 

"I had work and school of course, 
along with a few extracurriculars," Kara 
Williams, junior, said. "That, and I 
decided to take my hardest classes this 
year. Even though I was really busy, I did 
get to see my friends during the week 
and on the weekends whenever I could 
squeeze in some time." 

Although many fell short on time, 
adapting proved necessary. As Chris 
took his keys in hand and started up his 
newly tuned Cougar, he pulled out of his 
driveway and checked the clock, know- 
ing that he could head off to Showplace 
16 for a movie with his friends. 



found ways to 
deal with the hec- 
tic atmosphere. 
Putting time with 
friends ahead of 
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Jamilyn Clause 
Leonardo Coduti 
George Colakovic 
Jessica Collinsworth 
Michael Comer 
Jeffrey Cook 
Katy Creagh 
Kellie Creighton 

Elizabeth Criswell 
Brian Curtis 
Sambodhi Das 
David Dausch 
Stephanie Davis 
Kyle Davis-O'Drobina 
Keith Dell'Aquila 
Steven Desancic 

Andrew Deyoung 
Christina Dicostanzo 
Megan Dines 
Nemanja Djorovic 
Nikola Djorovic 
Tony Doesburg 
Jacqueline Doescher 
Eric Drabenstot 

Matthew Drapac 
David Dziubczynski 
Gregory Eckrich 
Lauren Eidam 
Elisse Elias 
Jake Engelbrecht 
Kristen Evans 
Ann Fabert 

Raymond Fandl 
Bradley Farnsley 
Jenny Fell 
Rachel Franklin 
Joseph Fray 
Jeff French 
Laura Gabrys 
Jordan Ghezzi 



Stressed out 

“This year was a lot busier for 
me than the others. I was 
doing a lot more in the areas I 
was interested in, especially for 
the Munster Theatre Company. 

I was given a lot more respon- 
sibility, especially when I was 
made student director for Hello 
Dolly. Also, I finished a full- 
length screenplay “Goodnight 
Princess” that I had worked on 
since freshman year. Overall, 
my schedule seemed a lot 
more tight on time, but it just 
seemed like a part of the year.” 

Christina Bernacchi, junior 

V J 

down on time 

Squeezing in a few extra minutes before class, Colin 
Kern, junior, works to get ahead in his Honors Pre- 
Calculus class with Megan Schutz, junior. While 
other activities kept students from finishing their 
work before hand, Colin found the extra time he 
needed in the mornings. "I usually saved that time 
for the homework I couldn't do," Colin said. "There 
was always an English project or something that 
had to be taken care of at night." 


(numbed -■ 

Crunch 

While seconds tick away during the 
day, juniors struggle to make their 


schedules adapt. 

23 % 

spend less 
than an hour 
with family on 
the weekend 


15% 

spend 

between one 
and two hours 


62 % 

spend more 
than three 
hours 

107 juniors surveyed 


22 % 

find balancing 
their time a 
breeze 


60 % 

think it’s a 
challenge to 
keep up 


18% 

can’t stay on 
top of what 
they need to 
get done 


Abbas-Ghezzi 
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Elliott Gibbs 
Hillary Gibbs 
Megan Gleason 
Sharon Goldyn 
Grant Golonka 
Elizabeth Grady 
Candice Grant 
Matthew Grantner 

Aaron Gray 
Rebecca Gribble 
Holly Grunewald 
Matthew Guanzon 
Gayle Guerra 
Christina Guzik 
David Ha 
David Hansen 

Edward Harrington 
Shannon Harvey 
Brian Hauk 
Kyle Hayes 
Jenine Herr 
Rebecca Herron 
Allen Hill 
Brian Hmurovich 

Wendy Hoffman 
Jayne Holly 
Timothy Hunt 
James Hus 
Adam Jadryev 
Joseph Jaksich 
Ashley Jasevicius 
Laura Joens 

Ellen Kamieniecki 
David Kaplan 
Nickita Karalis 
Kurt Keil 
Kenneth Keilman 
Sarah Kelley 
Kimberly Kendall 
Colin Kern 




Whether or not juniors appear to be 
troublemakers, these stats may 
surprise some who never suspected 
their peers of creating mischief. 


18% 

have gotten a 

speeding 

ticket 


37% 

have been to 
a party that 
got busted by 
the police 
102 juniors surveyed 


33% 

have received 
an in-school 
suspension 


28% 

have stolen 
something 
above $10 in 
value 


Juniors 


caus* 


J 

hit 


ect 


Open road ahead, Afton Kurth, junior, 
began speeding down Twin Creek Bou- 
levard. Ignoring the 25-mile speed limit, 
she allowed her speedometer to reach 
30. . .40. . .and finally 47. In a matter of mi- 
nutes, flashing blue and red lights came 
into view, signaling her to pull over. 

When Afton's parents found out she 
received a speeding ticket, they didn't 
react well, according to Afton. Her dad 
took the car away for a week, and Afton 
had to attend driving school as a 
punishment under state law. 

"After I got pulled over, I didn't speed 
for a few months," Afton said. "But even- 
tually I started again. 25 was too low; it 
felt like you weren't even moving." 

Juniors broke rules during school as 
well. Brian Hmurovich, junior, had to 
trek from social studies teacher Mr. Ross 


Haller's room in 


Despite the load 
of rules heaped 
on them, juniors 
cook up trouble 
at school and 

VI , , . commit offenses 

North to business 

teacher Mr. Kent on the road 
Lewis's room in resulting in run- 
South. As soon as ins with authority 

Brian accumulated 

three tardies, Mr. Lewis followed the 
school attendance policy and issued 
Brian a Saturday Session. 

"I always tried to be on time," Brian 
said. "A lot of times when I had at test in 
Haller, though, I had to stay after the bell 
to finish, and he didn't give anybody 
passes to their next class." 

In light of the different methods of 
enforcement, juniors showed they would 
still make mischief one way or another. 
When the law set such low speed limits, 
according to Afton, people would almost 
always end up breaking that rule. 
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Nicholas Kikalos 
Jonathan Kocsis 
Daniel Kohncn 
Erin Kolb 
Olivia Kompier 
Katie Kooy 
Lisa Koscielski 
Bryan Kowalczyk 

Afton Kurth 
Kevin Kutansky 
Zachary Lambert 
Alice Lanman 
Daniel Larson 
Andrew Laulz 
Jamie Lee 
Jennifer Lee 

Thomas Lee 
Michelle Leverenz 
Karen Lindemann 
Joshua Lipton 
Michael Liszka 
Hannah Lodge 
David Los 
Ronald Lukomski 

Jason Maldonado 
Chuck Mamich 
Laura Mann 
Amanda Manoski 
David Marciniak 
Jillian Martin 
Megan Maruszczak 
Margaret Mask 

Talia Matury-Vacaro 
Louis Mazza 
Lisa McC loud 
Jonathan McCullough 
Justin Medrano 
Angela Meyers 
Matthew Mikels 
Nicole Miller 


l Are you a troublemaker?^ 


1. It’s 10:30 p.m. on Friday and your 
friends suddenly get the idea to teepee 
your English teacher’s house. You: 

a. tell them you're low on toilet paper 
and should probably save some in 
case of an emergency. 

b. jump at the suggestion. Your 
teacher gave you a ‘C’ last six 
weeks; she deserves it anyway! 

2. You walk into Meijer and see the CD 
you’ve been looking all over for. But 
when you open your wallet, all you find 
are a few nickels and Kleenex. You: 

a. put your wallet back in your pocket 
and decide to ride the moving 
dinosaur instead. 

b. walk around whistling until the 
coast is clear and quietly slip the 
CD inside your coat. 

3. You turn onto 45th Avenue, and the 
road is completely empty. You: 

a. plod along at the designated 
speed, 45 miles per hour. 

b. make sure there are no police cars 
around and floor it until your 
speedometer gets up to 70. 


From principals to 
"N police, rules are 
constantly pounded 
into juniors. But every 
now and then juniors 
end up breaking rules. 

Find out how mis- 
chievous your mind is. 

Mostly a’s: 

Perfect Angel 

Thank you for retaining 
some sort of a 
conscience. You have 
enough morals so that 
you can tell yourself “no” 
when tempted by the elements 
of evil. 

Mostly b’s: 

Deviant Devil 

You rebel you. You don’t quite 
follow all the rules word for 
word. When mischief knocks on 
your door, you don’t usually 
hesitate to open. 





Eternal Boredom 

With his head resting in his folded arms, Brian 
Hmurovich, junior, stares off into spare during a 
Saturday Session. Due to the stricter attendance 
policy, Brian had to sit through a three-hour 
detention after receiving three tardies. 


Gibbs-Miller 
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As the alarm jolted her out of a 
peaceful slumber, Olivia Kompier, junior, 
groaned and slammed her hand down 
on the "snooze" button. This daily 
routine that Olivia shared with a 
multitude of her peers began with the 
start of her junior year. 

New experiences for many juniors 
included a different array of classes and 
responsibilities for them to undertake. As 
students dealt with difficulties ranging 
from Advanced Placement (AP) cu- 
rriculums to an increase in the amount 
of homework, they started to recognize 
the diminishing amount of time. 

"I took challenging classes this year 
because there were more offered Honors 
and AP," Andrew Lautz, junior, said. "I 
learned how to make room to do other 
things, and that was why I started my 
homework later. I didn't want to spend 
my time on only school things." 

That problem arose for a number of 
other juniors when it came to managing 
time. Instead of homework, things like 
friends, sports, extracurricular activities 


and jobs took pre- activities, 
cedence after school. juniors face 

While some did the music Of 
find ways to prolong growing Up 
their schedules by 
taking breaks and working on other 
activities, others believed it necessary to 
concentrate on the basics. 

"I tried to manage my time better with 
school and Dance Team," Amanda 
Spivey, junior, said. "I didn't put things 
off. Instead of sitting online, I fulfilled 
my other commitments." 

Throughout the year juniors struggled 
with sleep deprivation and hectic 
schedules. While some learned from 
these obstacles, others lived with them 
and did their best to adjust to the change. 

As her alarm buzzed once more, 
Olivia realized she had to get ready for 
school. Although she received almost no 
sleep that night, she couldn't miss 
school. Groggily, she remembered her 
history test. Ensembles gig, and musical 
practice: all commitments that she could 
not afford to skip out on. 
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Relaxation 


With the 
combination 
of homework 
and other 
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Wiped out . 

“I usually got around five hours 
of sleep. But sometimes I got 
even less than that. It was my 
own fault, though. I was lazy 
and didn’t start my homework 
until 9 p.m. because of the 
other things I had to do.” 

Andrew Lautz, junior 

“During the soccer season, it 
was tougher on game days to 
get started with my homework. 

I got about an hour after school 
to sit at home before the 
games, but I never felt like 
starting my homework then. 
Instead, I just did something to 
relax for a little while.” 

Teruo Toyama, junior 

V / 

dressed for success 

Dressed in character for The Scarlet Letter trials for 
English class, Tim Webb, junior, works on some 
last-minute adjustments for his case. The trials 
plagued Tim by restricting the amount of sleep he 
received during its course. "I couldn't meet with 
my group until nighttime because we were all 
involved in after-school activities," Tim said. "Then 
I would have to go home and start my other 
homework, so 1 always got very little sleep." 


co untin g) 

Sneep 

Mounting commitments continue to 
take away from juniors’ bedtimes. 


1% 


receive eight 
hours of sleep 
(recommended) 


46 % 


receive 6-8 
hours of sleep 
100 juniors surveyed 


49 % 


receive 4-6 
hours of sleep 


4 % 


receive four 
hours of 
sleep or less 
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Top Ten List 

f ^ 

From having their own bank 
accounts to maintaining rela- 
tionships, juniors decide what 
makes an adult. 

1. Being able to manage your 
own money 

2. Having a job 

3. Managing your own time 

4. Having your license 

5. Doing your own laundary 

6. Cooking dinner 

7. Being in a relationship 

8. Taking on more responsibilities 

9. Being accountable for your 
actions 

10. Becoming more independent 

v 


C ^ 

“Parents: all their rules and 
nagging.” 

Matt Guanzon, junior 

' What was the most] 
difficult part about 
growing up? 


“Responsibility: especially 
being the oldest child.” 

Shannon Harvey, junior 


“For me, the hardest part 
was losing people I loved. It 
was never a process you 
had to deal with every day, 
and when that happened 
when you were young, it 
made it even harder to 
handle.” 

Colleen Summers, junior 


v J 


Working Women 

Preparing an order, juniors Jordan Richardson and 
Margaret Mask work at the Frozen Yogurt Express 
stand on Calumet Avenue. Students often obtained 
jobs so that they had some extra spending money. 
Of 103 juniors surveyed, 72% of them said having 
a job proved an integral part of growing up. 
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Rapidly alphabetizing library books. 
Shannon Harvey, junior, put thick novels 
and hefty biographies back on the 
shelves at the library. Between tennis, 
homework and work, she felt rather 
pressed for time but dealt with her busy 
schedule in hopes of jointly paying with 
her parents for her own car. 

"Some nights I had a tennis meet; then 
I had to go to work, and finally, I had to 
come home to do about five hours of 
homework," Shannon said. "I barely got 
any sleep. The only thing that kept me 
going was wanting that car." 

By the time junior year rolled around, 
students found more responsibilities and 
work looming ahead. They realized the 
time came to face the reality of growing 
up. Yet each student had his or her own 
perception of what growing up entailed. 

"Independence," Tim Webb, junior, 
said. "You had to realize your parents 
couldn't bail you out of everything. You 
realized that your decisions would affect 


Reality hits 
juniors as they 
face increasing 
numbers of 
you for the rest Of responsibilities 
your life. Junior 

, « , that come with 

year was when it 

all started." getting older and 

Another aspect growing up 
of independence 

and adulthood proved students'own 
management of their own money. 

"Financially, you had to pay for more 
things," Julie Sufana, junior, said. "I also 
had to run errands for my mom and cook 
my family dinner some nights." 

Along with the greater pressure to 
begin to manage their lives on their own 
came extra accountability, according to 
Ginger Anthony, junior. 

"You had to take responsibility for all 
your actions and be willing to face the 
consequences for instance,if you, blew all 
your money," Ginger said. 

In spite of the great increase of 
answerability to practically every aspect 
of her life. Shannon tried not grow up 
too fast, despite all her responsibilities. 
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Whether looking to an older brother 
for help or guiding a younger sibling 
through the path of life, sophomores 
deal with their family counterparts 
in suprisingly different manners. 


28 % 

have a 
younger or 
older sibling 
in high school 


72 % 

don’t have a 
sibling in high 
school 


69 % 

think that its an 
advantage to 
have a sibling 


31 % 

feel having a 
sibling is more 
of a pain than 
a help 


107 sophomores surveyed 


seeing double 

Before heading off to their lockers in south, 
sophomores Lisa and Nicole Rietmann stop on 
their way in to talk with their friends. While not 
identical twins, Lisa and Nicole still shared both 
the challenges and benefits of sharing the same 
birthday. "I thought being a twin was something 
positive overall," Lisa said. "I always had 
somebody to talk to that I knew 1 could count on 
no matter what had happened." 



ones 


Rummaging through her closet in 
search of an outfit. Amber Jernigan, 
sophomore, stressed about what she 
would wear for the next day. 

Luckily, instead of throwing up her 
arms in frustration, she could look to her 
younger sister for help. 

"My younger sister was really one of 
the good people in my life," Amber said. 
"She helped me pick out my clothes, and 
I got to do things with her like play 
sports and put on makeup. It was good 
to have a brother too, because I always 
got to steal his CDs." 

While some sophomores stayed the 
only child , many students had a brother 
or sister as a companion. Whether 
younger or older, siblings proved either 
bothersome or a blessing. 

"Although they're good people most 
of the time, siblings could be tough to 
deal with," Helen Sroka, sophomore, 
said. "They always seemed to get in your 
way, and they could be a distraction." 

Younger brothers or sisters often 
proved a test of sophomores' nerves. 
When siblings tried to imitate their 


Trying to ease 
their brothers 5 
and sisters’ lives, 

brother or sister, Swings 
they com-plicated sometimes 
their lives. complicate their 

"It was nice to own lives 
have a sister and a 

brother to talk to because they were 
there," Courtney Mambourg, soph- 
omore, said. "But I kind of got annoyed 
when I saw my sister walking around 
wearing my clothes." 

With older siblings going through 
high school before sophomores, some 
feared that their parents would have 
higher expectations. However, some 
students surpassed the marks set by their 
older brother or sister. 

"With my older sister who was a 
freshman in college, it was a lot easier 
overall for me," Shaun Dunn, soph- 
omore, said. "1 exceeded my rents' ex- 
pectations as far as grades went, and I 
had hook-ups to parties and all of the 
other things I went to." 

As Amber coordinated her clothing 
for the next day, she walked out of her 
house with pride knowing that her outfit 
seemed stylish in her sister's taste. 





Breaking the rumors 

Twins: sophomores Aaron and Bryan Cheek 


“As twins, we weren’t en- 
tirely alike. Aaron and I were 
different in a lot of ways. 

We both had different 
girlfriends and I was more 
athletic than Aaron. Even 
though we did look alike 
and wear the same kinds of 


clothes, we didn’t spend 
that much time together. 
We saw each other at 
home, but we didn’t do 
things together when we 
went out.” 

Bryan Cheek, 

sophomore 
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Gajda-Leslie 


“My appearance said I was at school to 
learn, not show off.” 

Ashley Bowen, sophomore 

In Style 

Sporting her own personal style 
consisting of thrift-store clothing and 
garage sale finds, Sarah Moseley, 
sophomore, talks to fellow students 
in French. Out of 102 sophomores, 

85% said that what they wore said 
something about their personality. 


forming an identity 


keeping up 

Images 


Show-of) 

hands 


From short skirts to vintage classics, 
students dressed in a plethora of styles. 
Though adults always told students 
never to judge a book by its cover, some 
sophomores felt clothing and ap- 
pearance said a lot about a person. 

"I thought appearance was really 
significant because it definitely affected 
how people looked at you," Kelly 
Amaloo, sophomore, said. 

Many students believed that ap- 
pearance determined how others 
perceived them from their personalities 
to their interests, according to Val 
Myszak, sophomore. 

"Clothing told what group someone 
was in," Jovica Balac, sophomore, said. 
"Your appearance always made the first 
impression on people." 

Students also felt it necessary to 


Whether 
sporting the 
latest trend or 
an original 
creation, most 
maintain their ap- Sophomores 
pearances. believe that 

"You didn't want appearances 
to give people the a , ot about 
wrong impression, 

Jovica said. Tneir Tnenas 

On the other hand, 

some students felt appearances only 
mattered for first impressions, and after 
that initial meeting, appearance didn't 
matter. 

"Appearances only mattered for first 
impressions; if you still based it on that, 
you were shallow," Ashley Bowen, 
sophomore, said. "Appearance only 
showed what someone wanted to be." 

No matter what sophomores chose as 
their personal style from rumpled to 
clean cut, variations let them each 
express their individuality and said 
something about their personality. 


Each with their own unique style, 
sophomores judge the 
importance of appearances. 


71 % 


said that they 
do not base 
their opinions 
on someone’s 
looks 


29 % 


said that they 
base their 
opinion of 
someone 
because of 
how they 
looked 


81 % 


said that they 
have judged 
someone 
based on their 
looks 


19% 

said that they 
have never 
judged 
someone 
based on how 
they look 


102 sophomores surveyed 


What did your 
appearance say 
about you? 


“My appearance said nothing about 
me; they were just clothes.” 

Jawad Ornery, sophomore 

“I was classy looking, disorganized and 
laid back.” 

Maxwell Ntiamoah, sophomore 
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“I’m heavy.” 

Ryan Rueth, sophomore 


“Carry me on both 
shoulders, not just one.” 

Zack Holobowski, 
sophomore 


If your backpack 
could talk, what 
would it say? 


“I have too much stuff in 
me. Empty me.” 

Karol Mielnicki, 
sophomore 


“Let’s go, Irish.” 

Leslie Parker, 
sophomore 


“Carry some books in your 
arms.” 

Alison Crary, sophomore 

“I need to lose some weight.” 

Jessica Ruiz, sophomore 

v / 
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Combos 


Bringing a small 
part of 
themselves 
to school, 
sophomores 
spice up 
personal space 
through 
pictures. 


33% 

decorate 

their 

lockers 


101 sophomores surveyed 


Inside the lockers... — 

“Old projects.” 

Nick Thaera, sophomore 

“Magnetic letters.” 

Lydia Carle, sophomore 

“Air freshener.” 

Kelly Markovich, sophomore 

“Happy First Birthday sign.” 

Natalie Clippert, sophomore 

“Old cookies and pictures of White 
Sox players.” 

Liz Anderson, sophomore 


Snap Shot 

After school during contact time. Amber Jernigan, 
sophomore, rifles through her backpack in a North 
hallway. Amber kept herself organized between her 
locker and backpack. However, since she didn't 
always see her friends in school, she put up pictures 
of them to decorate her locker. 
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Quickly turning to the right, slowing 
as she turns to the left and then back to 
the right, Danielle Ramirez, sophomore, 
opened her locker, still reeking of the last 
owner. With the walls bare and forest 
green, Danielle suddenly shut the door 
and started planning ideas to spice up 
her personal space at school. 

With no homeroom desk to hold their 
belongings, students utilized their 
lockers to not only store their coats and 
books but also to express their ideas. 
With pictures of friends scotch-taped to 
the door, Danielle utilized her locker as 
a makeshift sanctuary. 

"When I was feeling down during 
school," Danielle said. "I opened up the 
door, saw me with all my friends in the 
pictures and felt a lot better every time." 

Taking a more organized approach 
with her portable locker, Serafima 
Golembo, sophomore, carried her books 
with her, not often stopping at her locker. 

"Sometimes I wasn't in the vicinity of 


Filled with books, 
pictures and 
personal 
belongings, 
lockers and 


backpacks not 
only serve their 
core purpose but 
also allow for 
expression 


my locker," Sera- 
fima said. "It was 
hard enough get- 
ting to class on 
time without stop- 
ping at my locker 
every period." 

Carried with students all day, many 
times backpacks assumed a personality 
much like the person transporting it. 
Decked out in everything from key-chains 
and patches to artwork and personal 
quotes, backpacks came in many different 
forms and designs. They rolled, hung and 
sometimes went unseen. 

"Sometimes I would just get bored, so 
I would draw on my backpack," Sophia 
Blakeley, sophomore, said. 

Whether rolled down the hall or 
carried on shoulders, backpacks tran- 
sported needed items around the school 
for students. Decorating backpacks or 
lockers allowed to students to express an 
unspoken part of them at school. 
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Racial Divide 


Of all students from 
Munster High School: 

84% Caucasian 
6% Hispanic 
6% Asian 
3% Multi-racial 
1 % African American 


3% 1 % 



Guidance Department 


culture 

“Counts 

Despite living in America, 
sophomores retain interests from 
countries around the world. 


103 sophomores surveyed 


diver sifying 

Lift 


Stepping off the plane in her parents 
native country of India, Janushi Dalai, 
sophomore, realized how her culture 
prevailed as an important aspect of her 
life. By living with her grandparents and 
near families with similar backgrounds, 
Janushi upheld cultural customs ranging 
from cleaning her prayer room to 
engaging in classical Indian dances. 

Culture meant different things to 
different people. To some, it was an 
insignificant aspect of their lives. To 
others, it molded all their thoughts. 

For some sophomores their parents' 
customs merely included fun or unique 
js that they had in common with 
s friends. Yet the prevalent 
ce for some remained the family. 
:e I was born, I was disciplined 
ertain way of life that my parents 
owed in India," Janushi said, 
nushi's case, she followed her 
; for reasons other than her 
She felt she would still connect 
er heritage, regardless of her 
sharing the interest, 
jr sophomores merely par- 
d in certain customs while in the 
:e of family. Having a Mexican 
lamci influenced the lives of so- 
phomores Raechelle and Richelle 


estyles 

•• t-r* ' N n ill I O T f 


Medellin. They 
often ate Mexican 
food for dinner. 
The pair learned 
Latin dances from 


From various 
aspects of their 
cultures, 
sophomores 
retain unique 
characteristics 
and talents 
based on ethnic 
diversity 


their relatives at family gatherings, too. 

"Our family was spread out all over 
the country," Raechelle said. "If it wasn't 
for our get-togethers, I don't think I 
would have celebrated my culture at all." 

For a variety of reasons, sophomores 
found ways to take active parts in their 
heritage. From students who expressed 
their culture in daily life to others who 
participated merely for family's sake, the 
participation levels in the Sophomore 
Class crossed the board. 

As Janushi returned home from her 
trip to India, she felt a sense of pride. Not 
only did she follow her parents' heritage, 
but she also felt unique in that she lived 
in America, retaining what she con- 
sidered the best of both worlds. 

culture shock 

Performing a dance for Janushi Dalai's 16th 
birthday party, sophomores Sonal Gupta, Nidhi 
Kansal, Payal Keshvani and Neema Shah, display 
their common connection with their Indian 
heritage. "It took us about six weeks to make up 
the dance," Sonal said. "We had all wanted to do 
something special for Janushi; and since we loved 
dancing, we just made one up." 


9% 

know cultural 
dances 

14% 

speak a different 
language 


16% 

watch international 
movies 

14% 

listen to 

international music 
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Lidiya Yakubnvskaya 
Roberta Yales 
David York 
Lucas Yothment 
Emily Yttri 
Shannon Zenos 
Mario Zemgast 
Victor Zcrngast 


Jennifer Zivich 


Ritchie-Zivich 
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Imran Abbasi 
Milan Acamovic 
Amanda Achter 
Bryan Adams 
Aja Aktay 
Emily Alberti 
Drew Albertson 
Daniel Alfonsi 

Alexis Altschul 
Rachel Anderson 
Ryan Anderson 
Stefania Andjelich 
Ricky Ayon 
Matthew Baker 
Athena Bakris 
Jillian Balazs 

Kimberly Balzer 
Darius Bamboat 
Bart Banach 
Lauren Banas 
Kristina Barney 
Julie Bassetto 
Justine Bauer 
Brooke Becchino 

George Behrens 
Jonathan Benedek 
Joselynn Berg 
Scott Bertagnolli 
Nancy Bielfeldt 
Brandi Bishop 
Tyson Blake 
Nikki Bland 

James Bochnowski 
Robert Bogs 
Bryan Bokowy 
Dustin Bothwell 
Ryan Bowers 
Sarah Bradish 
Kristen Brazel 
Andrew Bridgman 

David Brown 
George Budzik 
Lauren Bugajski 
Tom Burek 
Christina Burke 
Jonathan Caddick 
Joshua Caddick 
Brian Carraher 

Michael Carton 
Rachel Caselton 
Alexandra Castaneda 
Michael Celozzi 
Ashley Chemerinsky 
Lauren Cherrier 
Euna Choi 
Wally Cirafesi 

Peter Ciric 
Kara Clark 
Christopher Cole 
Louis Contos 
Jamie Cook 
Nicholas Cosme 
Stephanie Coulis 
Paul Cowgill 

Aaron Cross 
Elyse Cullina 
Matthew Culp 
Gregory Curran 
Suzanne Curtis 
Brianne Cusick 
Mary Rose Dalpolo 
Justin Dal-Corobbo 

Freshmen 
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“No. There were more 
talented people. Also, older 
students should have had 
the spots because they 
were here longer, and we 
would get our chance later.” 
Nikki Bland, freshman 

Do skilled fresh merT 

have a place on the 
varsity team? 

“Yes. On the swim team, the 
freshmen were the 
strongest part of varsity.” 

Ashley Damjanovich, 
freshman 


~\ 


“No. A year of junior varsity 
prepares them for varsity.” 

Kristin Tanzillo, freshman 


“Yes. If an athlete competed 
with a positive attitude and 
a varsity skill level, then 
they deserved to have a 
spot on the team.” 

Billy Lewis, freshman 
V _ 


showi 

qgt 

heir 

1 

a, 

lei 


Waking up early each morning to run 
with the team, her sister and her mom, 
Amanda Shike, freshman, assumed her 
unique role on the Girls' Cross Country 
Team. Unlike most freshmen, she earned 
a place on the varsity team. 

Also crushing the typical stereotype 
of freshmen not excelling at sports, 
Donny Yamtich, freshman, made the 
varsity roster of Boys' Cross Country. 
Intimidated and scared at the first 
practice, Donny tried to think positively. 

"Practice was weird at first, but I got 
used to it quick," Don said. "When I first 
found out, it was very exciting for me, 
and I looked forward to the challenge." 

With everyone on the team at least one 
year older than him, he thought conflicts 
would arise. However, the unity kept the 
boys together as a true team. 

"The team always kept the pressure 
on for me to fair well," Don said. "How- 
ever, there was never any inferiority. We 
were one." 

Another freshman on Girls' Cross 


Crushing all low 
. ^ expectations set 

for freshmen, 

^ ^ athletes show 

Country, Amanda Skill and 
Shike, also earned a determination 

sought-after spot through sports, 
on the varsity team. p , aying on the 
For Amanda, how- 3 , a 
ever, close mem- varsity level 

bers of the team made a difference. 

"It wasn't that frightening to join the 
team at first," Amanda said. "My mom 
and sister were on the team, and I knew 
a lot of the members from before the 
regular season started." 

Surveyed about the Top 3 athletes, the 
Freshman Class chose both Donny and 
Amanda, ranking in the Top 3. 

"It made me feel good inside," 
Amanda said. "I was extremely surprised 
because running isn't usually a recog- 
nized sport, and that made it extra special 
and unique." 

Both freshman athletes along with 
several others broke the stereotype 
plaguing their class and set a new 
standard for the Freshman Class and the 
talent level in athletics. 



As the youngest members of the 
team, freshmen expect to be 
expected of. They willingly take the 
position, knowing the expectations. 


88% 1 2% 


think there is a 
greater 
pressure to 
perform well 
on varsity 


don’t think there 
is a greater 
pressure to 
perform well on 
varsity 


101 students surveyed 



^-And the Top 3 are 

Voted into position by their peers, 
the top three freshman athletes 
were the following: 

1. Josh Martin 

2. Don Yamtich 

3. Amanda Shike 

v y 


Close Competition 

As she runs to recover the ball against the Highland 
defender, Amanda Adiler, freshman, prepares to 
kick it away. One of four freshmen on the Girls' 
Soccer Team, Amanda battled during the summer 
months for her spot on varsity. Although she broke 
all odds and made the team, Amanda played her 
best and helped to lead them into Regionals. 



Ashley Damjanovich 
Katherine Daniels 
Kaitlin De Cero 
Thomas De Giulio 
Jeremy De La Cruz 
Addison Del Rio 
Robert Delaney 
Todd Dell'Aquila 

Robin Dickens 
Jason Dillon 
Amanda Diombala 
Sara Dobrinich 
Kristie Drudge 
John Dumakowski 
Stephanie Dybel 
Nicholas Egnalz 
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Elise Eldert 
Lindsey Ellingsen 
Jordan Ellison 
Jacob Elman 
David Estrada 
William Evans 
Zachary Fabert 
Stephen Fell 

Kelley Fernandez 
Justin Flick 
Bryan Flores 
Jenna Flores 
Brent Fox 
Robert Franklin 
Michael Friedman 
Rebecca Gabrys 

Anthony Gallagher 
Sheiphali Gandhi 
Alex Gikas 
Rachel Cill 
Danielle Gillund 
Jonathan Girot 
Jennifer Gluek 
Christopher Gomez 

Kristin Gorski 
Alexander Grantner 
Scott Gray 
Sara Gregson 
Brooke Groesche 
Carlyn Grow 
James Grunewald 
Christina Guanzon 

Allison Hanas 
Mark Hannigan 
Jillian Hanrahan 
Sheree Hanrahan 
Chris Hansel 
Patrick Hansen 
Molly Hanson 
Lauren Harrington 

Sara Harvey 
Drew Hauflaire 
Allison Hawkins 
Brian Hayes 
Jacqueline Hayes 
Kristina Herbeck 
John Herr 
Megan Hershberger 

Elizabeth Hinkleman 
Bryce Hlista 
Chad Holajter 
Nathan Holobowski 
Jia Hou 
Kathryn Howarth 
Nicole Huffman 
Alex Jacobs 

James Jamrock 
Carolyn Jania 
Miljan Jankovic 
Jayme Jedrzejczak 
Aaron Jemigan 
Matthew Jillson 
Christine Johnson 
David Johnson 

Emily Jones 
Emily Jones 
Danielle Jordan 
Andrew Jorgensen 
Shira Josefovitz 
Shreyas Joshi 
Adam Kalemba 
Colleen Kamieniecki 



Freshmen 
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Matthew Kasenga 
Adam Kaufman 
Kersten Kelly 
Kate Kerner 
Melissa Kerzncr 
Kristina Kesely 
Joseph Kewilz 
Julie Kiekenapp 

Kara Klebs 
James Knesek 
Philip Kompare 
Julia Konopasek 
Samantha Korda 
Meghan Kosiba 
Christopher Kozlowski 
Darcie Kozlowski 


“No. The music industry 
already made a whole lot of 
money as it was, so I 
thought that at least 
downloading music off of 
the Internet should have 
been free for everyone.” 
Emily E. Jones, freshman 


Should people 
have had to pay to 
down-load music? 


“I didn’t want to pay, but I 
guess that you should have 
had to. Otherwise, none of 
the artists would get money 
or credit for their work.” 
Meghan Kosiba, freshman 


“No, that would have been a 
bad idea. People definitely 
would have stopped 
downloading songs if they 
had to pay. It wouldn’t have 
been as fun." 

Andrew Schutz, freshman 



Variety 

m«ic, 


After a long day at school, Robert 
Schoon, freshman, walked up to his 
room, threw his backpack on the floor 
and sat on his bed. He fished through 
his music collection for a CD, popped it 
into his Discman and began listening to 
the smooth sounds of a trumpet player 
by the name of Chet Baker. 

Along with popular artists such as 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and Dr. Dre, 
Robert listened to jazz musicians such as 
Baker and Miles Davis. Taking private 
trumpet lessons led Robert to acquire an 
interest in jazz and blues. 

"It was one of the things that made 
me different from other people," Robert 
said. "I didn't mind that some of my 
friends listened to other music." 

While some freshmen didn't see a 
need to share music interests with their 
friends, they found that sometimes 
music could provide a common link 
between people of all kinds. 

"It wasn't that important for my 
friends and I to listen to all the same 


Consisting of 
fans from all 
sides of the 
music spectrum, 
freshmen look to 
music as a basis 
of friendship or 
just another 
common interest 


but it 
helped because 
you could shop for 
CDs and go to 
concerts together," 

Stephanie Rangel, 

freshman, said. "For example, I went to 
a Dave Matthews Band concert for my 
friend's birthday party one time with a 
whole group of people." 

From playing in a band called Free 
Swim with his friends, Robert under- 
stood how music could bring people 
together in some situations. 

"I didn't think it was important to like 
the same music as your friends unless 
your friendship was based on something 
you did with that music," Robert said. 

When finding their places in high 
school, some freshmen found out that 
similar music interests could help shape 
friendships. As Robert sat in his room 
and relaxed to his jazz music, he reflected 
back on how his broad musical taste 
made him an individual person while 
also influencing whom he met. 




ama 

Freshmen have an assortment of 
music styles to choose from. Some 
come together through similar 
tastes, while others don’t believe 
music impacts friendships. 

Musical Link 

On their way home from school, freshmen Danielle 
Gillund and Christy Johnson stop by Target and 
browse for CDs together. "It helped to like the same 
music as my friends; we never fought over what 
music to listen to," Danielle said. 


2% 

prefer punk/ 
ska music 


25% 

rhythm and 
blues/rap 


22% 

alternative 


26% 

pop 

2<%r 

oldies 


1 % 

techno 

105 freshmen surveyed 

E Idert-Kozlo wski 
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Lisa Krismanick 
Brian Kuhn 
Patrick Kunka 
Katrina Kupski 
Andrea Lackey 
Christina Largus 
Robert Larson 
Kathryn Laudermilk 

Laura Lautz 
Emily Lawrence 
Andrew Lee 
Mike Lee 
Maureen Leopold 
William Lewis 
Justin Libak 
Thea Logan 



finding a niche 


sticking i ^ 

Together 


As new faces 
come and go, 
freshmen stray 
slightly from 
habits without 
losing touch 


Strolling past the Commons on her 
way to second hour, Kelley Fernandez, 
freshman, noticed something about the 
people congregated there. The students 
arranged the benches in clusters so they 
could talk among themselves and didn't 
interact with the groups around them. 

A number of students formed cliques 
of friends with whom they spent most 
of their social time. Freshmen, on the 
other hand, seemed to deviate somewhat 
from this habit, according to Kelley. 

"Cliques weren't quite as evident with 
my grade as with upperclassmen," 
Kelley said. "I thought it would prog- 
ressively get less over the years." 

In spite of some peoples' inclination 
to stay with their own groups of people, 
Jia Hou, freshman, had a slightly dif- 
ferent perspective. 


with friends 
during the shift 
to high school 

"If you knew lots of people, you didn't 
need just one group of friends." 

While some freshmen moved on once 
they got to high school, other people 
stuck together throughout the various 
changes they encountered. 

"I didn't need think I needed to be in 
a clique, but I just liked my group of 
friends because we'd all been together 
so long," Kelley said. "Some of them 
went their own separate ways, but the 
ones that stayed were my true friends." 

Though Kelley didn't find her grade 
as clique-oriented as others, she chose to 
stick with her old friends. Kelley knew 
whom she could rely on after seeing her 
friends past the test of time. 



Sibling Connection 

Standing on a bench in the Commons next to 
Allison Hanas, freshman, Christina Guanzon, 
freshman, talks to her brother Matt Guanzon, 
junior, for a few minutes. Having an older sibling 
helped freshmen get to know upperclassmen. 


"I hung out 
with a lot of people 
from all different 
groups," Jia said. 


What qualities did you 
look for in friends? 


“I looked for someone who 
was always there for me and 
who I could be myself with.” 

Sara Dobrinich, freshman 


“Someone who could relate 
to me and who I could always 
have fun with.” 

Todd Dell’Aquila, freshman 


“People who were willing to 
listen to me, liked to do fun 
things and weren’t couch 
potatoes.” 

Kersten Kelly, freshman 


Freshmen 



Survey results show most freshmen 
think their fellow classmates have 
some tendency to form exclusive 
groups. But a number of freshmen 
confess they entered high school 
with qualms about keeping friends 
and making new ones. 


43 % 

say freshmen 
at Munster are 
very “cliquey” 


43 % 

thought they 
might lose 
their old 
friends from 
middle school 


56 % 

say somewhat 
“cliquey” 


3 % 

say not very 
“cliquey” 


50 % 

worried about 
making new 
friends in high 

school jo3 freshmen surveyed 
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Michael Lowe 
David Lukomski 
Timothy Macak 
Lindsay Mambourg 
James Manuel 
Joshua Martin 
Jason Mayer 
James Mayfield 

Michael McCarthy 
Rachel McComas 
Jeffrey McCullough 
Erin MeGuan 
Kevin McLean 
Kelly McWilliams 
Madonna Mecha 
Milena Medakovic 

Rachel Medina 
Sherri Mehok 
Britney Meier 
Bryan Michel 
Christopher Mihalo 
Rachel Mihich 
Kate Mikels 
Lindsay Miller 

Michelle Miskimins 
Andrew Moffitt 
Erica Molina 
Madilyn Moran 
Alexandria Morley 
Madeleine Morley 
Michael Morley 
David Murks 

Waled Musa 
Steven Mustain 
Anthony Nishimura 
Thomas Novosel 
Katherine Ntiamoah 
Roddy Oancca 
Melissa Obszanski 
Brent Olson 

Natalia Paez 
David Paliga 
Jeffrey Papaleo 
Nilay Parikh 
Kinnary Patel 
Nicole Patterson 
Michael Penman 
Johnathan Perkins 

Ryann Perlinski 
Russell Petersen 
Daniel Phillips 
Corie Poppa 
Elissa Porte 
Michelle Potter 
Tom Powley 
Alex Prole 

Elizabeth Puterko 
Kathy Pycinski 
Suzanne Quasny 
Brandon Rafacz 
Matthew Ramirez 
Stephanie Rangel 
Joshua Raycroft 
Kaitlin Rebesco 

Megan Remec 
Kristopher Renzi 
Marijana Repac 
David Resler 
Amanda Reuter 
David Rick 
Claire Robertson 
Nicole Rogers 


Krismanick-Rogers 
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Tnrills 


Eyeing the clock as he filled his car 
with gas, Adam Kalemba, freshman, 
groaned at his current predicament. 

Although the bell of his first class 
would ring in just a few minutes, he 
knew he would never make it without 
taking a quick stop. Rolling into school 
with just seconds to spare, Adam fell 
victim to the tardy policy. 

"The tardy system was probably the 
worst part of high school for me," Adam 
said. "It was something completely 
different than middle school. By the time 
you got three tardies, you were screwed. 
Sometimes you just couldn't help it." 

While some adapted quickly to the 
way of life, others such as Adam, had 
trouble coming to terms with all of the 
rules and regulations. At the start of the 
year, other freshmen feared they couldn't 
manage the changes. 

"I expected everything to change 
friendwise, and I thought that the classes 


Even though 
weird stenches 
from the 
cafeteria make 
some freshmen 
cringe, others 
would be harder," find pleasure in 
Rachel Caseiton, the changes into 
freshman, said. "I hjgh schoo | 
thought to myself, 

'How am I going to know what classes 
I'm going to take?"' 

Classes set aside, freshmen still found 
ways to look up during their first year. 

"My older brother had a lot of friends 
that helped me out and got me started 
at the beginning of the year," Jason 
Dillon,freshman, said. "Overall, high 
school wasn't too bad." 

As Adam faced another tardy from 
student services, he recalled one of the 
most unpleasant changes that he exper- 
ienced in a freshman life. 

French Fry Frenzy 

Striking up a conversation at a booth in the 
lunchroom, freshmen Ashley Damjanovic, Alex 
Castaneda, Brianne Cusick, and Melina Me- 
dakovic spend their lunch hour socializing as a 
group. "You learned a lot more as a freshman," Alex 
said. "You had a lot more opportunities, too." 


“The food was all right, but 
some days were better than 
others. The pasta bar was 
the best, but I didn’t try 
everything. I wasn't brave 
enough for that.” 

Lauren Banas, freshman 


What did you think of 
the cafeteria’s food? 


“I thought some of the parts 
of high school would be 
better, especially the food 
they served. The tacos 
were really terrible.” 

Jordan Ellison, freshman 


“I really didn’t think some of 
those things could even be 
considered food. Some stuff 
like the ‘bit-o-rib’ made me 
afraid of trying any of the 
stuff that they served in the 
cafeteria.” 

Dan Phillips, freshman 



umbers 


Seconds after they walk in the door 
on the first day, freshmen begin to 
form opinions about their loves and 
complaints of high school. From 
seniors to social factors, freshmen 
react to new people and events. 


7 % 


93 % 


of freshman 
suffered through 
some kind of 
senior aggression 

102 freshmen surveyed 


never went 
through a 
senior prank 
or act of 
bullying 


48 % 

think high 
school is 
great 

43 % 

stay 

indifferent to 
high school 

7 % 

have a 
bad image of 
high school 



Alissa Rosario 
Frank Ruich 
Tosca Salvacion 
Dana Sarber 
Jeffrey Schmidt 
Renee Schmitt 
Jackie Schneider 
Robert Schoon 

Andrew Schutz 
Leah Shaffer 
Neel Shah 
Sapna Shah 
Shivani Sharma 
Scott Sherwood 
Michael Shideler 
Amanda Shike 



Freshmen 
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Michael Shinkan 
Anton Shishkin 
Richard Shudick 
Raymond Sidnski 
Mark Sikora 
Nicole Simchak 
Christopher Sipes 
Cortney Skaggs 

Lauren Skiblnski 
Alexandra Skinner 
Kristi Smith 
Krystle Smith 
Nicholas Smith 
Steven Sochacki 
Joseph Soeka 
Jessica Solis 

Anthony Spinosa 
Andrew Spivey 
Sheri Spolnik 
Ana Sretenovic 
Sheena Srivastava 
Amanda Stamos 
Scott Starewicz 
Lindsey Steele 

Natalie Stigall 
Emily Stine 
Sarah Stockle 
Mana Stopper 
Michael Strain 
Scott Strandherg 
Nedra Stuart 
Nasreen Sultana 

Jim Sundgrland 
Dijita Sundi 
Theodore Surma 
Kyle Sutton 
Ryan Szanyi 
Katelyn Szewka 
Steven Szwet 
Craig Talbot 

Kristin Tanzillo 
Brian Tepper 
Michael Thompson 
Michael Uberi 
Lauren Torres 
Toshiro Toyama 
Jeffrey Trgovich 
Rebecca Triemstra 

Ashley Troumouliaris 
Hali Tsolakos 
Susan Valand 
Gregorio Valesquez 
Catherine Vandergiessen 
Timothy Veldkamp 
Patel Vishal 
Morgan Wagner 

Stacey Welsh 
Matthew Whitlatch 
Clark Wick 
Daniel Witkus 
Lauren Wright 
Kevin Wysock 
Donald Yamtich 
Michael Yatsko 


Jill Young 
Michael Zembala 
Stacy Zuick 
Jerred Zukanovich 


Rosario-Zukano vich 
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Table for Two 

During B Lunch Mr. Jack King, dean 
of students, sits down with Scott 
Gray, freshman. Working in Student 
Services enabled Mr. King to remain 
in close contact with the students and 
even know many of them by name. 

Watching and Waiting 

Attentively listening to Jason Dorsey, 
guest speaker, Mr. Donald Zeller, 
assistant principal, and Mr. Michael 
Smith, athletic director, share a 
moment with the student body. In 
contrast with the other assistant 
principal, Mr. Zeller organized the 
Guidance Department. 





Off Duty 

In conversation with Student 
Government sponsor Mr. Mike Wells, 
science teacher, and Officer Ben 
Rouse, Mr. Michael O'Connor, 
principal, monitors the Commons on 
Homecoming. "In the past few years, 
we picked up a lot of teachers who 
really cared about the students," Mr. 
O'Connor said. "That was something 
I was really proud of because it 
would be left behind me." 

Administration 


Eagle Eye 

Joining in the conversation at 
sophomore Greg Pottorff's table, Mr. 
Steven Tripenfeldas, assistant prin- 
cipal, sees to it that the lunch hour 
runs smoothly. "We tried to let stud- 
ents learn from the various mistakes 
that they were making," Mr. Trip- 
enfeldas said. "That was the goal of 
disciplinary actions, which were 
entirely different from dealing out 
some form of punishment." 
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Seeing eye to eye 

I Working behind closed doors, administration strives toward ^ 
[improving student life by keeping an open line of communication 


After passing an unfamiliar face in the 
Commons, Waled Musa, freshman, 
turned back in confusion. The figure he 
saw looked as if he held an important 
position at the school, yet he donned no 
teacher identification card. 

The administration often remained 
unnoticed in students' eyes. However, 
these figures' marks often stayed on hap- 
penings at the school. _____ ______ 

Although they didn't “One of the things I liked 


fracturing the fables 


always stay within about the job was that we 
school doors, the admi- W orked as a team. When I 


nistrators often strived 


was a teacher, there had 


I decided to become an administrator." 

While Mr. Tripenfeldas and Mr. King 
dealt with student matters, Mr. Michael 
O'Connor, principal, retained the 
responsibility for general aspects of the 
school. He often attended conferences 
and meetings for various school matters. 

"I was out of the building the most," 

Mr. O'Connor said. 

"The rest of them dealt 
with the nuts and bolts 
of school matters, while 
I dealt with the more 
ceremonial things." 
Although he realized 


to improve the stud- 
ents' exnerienres COme 3 P 0lnt Where 1 Wanted 

s experiences. hinnor imnoot That Although he realized 

The mam concerns of 1 3ve a bigger impact. That that manv of the stn 

Mr. Steven Tripen- »as when I decided to denu Zyt ^ have 

become an administrator." known lllm vcrv we „ 

Mr. Steven Tripenfeldas, M r. O'Connor said he 
assistant principal tried to interact with 
them as much 


feldas, assistant prin- 
cipal, involved any- 
thing student-oriented. 

Along with Mr. Jack 
King, dean of students, he not only 
concentrated on attendance and dis- 
cipline but also oversaw many other 
processes throughout the school. 

"One of the things I liked about the 
job was that we worked as a team," Mr. 
Tripenfeldas said. "When I was a teacher, 
there had come a point where I wanted 
to have a bigger impact. That was when 


as much as 
possible. However, with such things as 
46 e-mails per week, meetings and 
spontaneous phone calls throughout the 
day, this interaction did not come easily. 

Following some investigation Waled 
figured out the mystery man's identity. 
After having attended Munster for an 
entire year, he had finally set his eyes on 
the school principal. 





Mr. William Pfister, 
Superintendent of 
Schools 


Mr. Richard Sopko, 

Assistant 

Superintendent 


Mr. Kevin McCaffrey, 
Assistant to the 
Superintendent 


I Mr. Marty Keil, 
Director of Pupil 
' Services 


Mrs. Nancy Ellis, 

Technological 

Supervisor 


School Board [front row) Mrs. Carrie Wadas, Vice President, Mrs. 
Judith Florczak, member ( back row ) Mr. John Friend, member, 
Mr. David Schneider, Secretary, Mr. Lawrence Kocal, President 


Administration 





Mrs. Darlene Acosta: SADD sponsor. 

Attendance Secretary 

Mrs. Linda Adams: Principal's Secretary, 

Project X sponsor 

Mrs. Mary Auburn: School Nurse 

Dr. Timothy Bartlett: Vocal Music 

Director, Music Department 

Representative, Ensemble Director, 

Musical Director 

Mr. Brent Barton: Westlake Education 
Program 

Mr. Michael Blaze: Social Studies, 

Boys' Swim Head Coach 

Mr. Larry A. Brechner: Auditorium 

Director, Drama Director 

Ms. Dawn Bulut: Westlake Education 

Aide 

Mrs. Stephanie Casey: English 
Mrs. Carrie Cate-Clements: Science, 
Earth and Space Science 


Mr. Brian Clark: English, Ass't Varsity 

Football Coach, Ass't Wrestling Coach, 

Boys' Golf Head Coach 

Mr. Jim Davidson: Industrial 

Technology, Girls' Softball Head Coach, 

Girls' Golf Head Coach 

Mr. Gary Davis: Physical Education, 

Lifesaving 

Mrs. Cindy Depa: Main Office Secreatary 
Mrs. Carrie Diombala: Non-educational 
Aide 

Ms. Therese Dristas: Technology 

Resource Coordinator 

Mr. John Edington: Environmental 

Science, Biology, Science Department 

Chairperson 

Ms. Kelly Egan: Westlake Education, 
Freshman Cheerleader Coach 
Ms. Dawn Fessler: Government, Girls' 
Tennis Coach 

Mr. Carl Fields: Ceramics, Freshman 
Class sponsor 

Mrs. Carol Florence: Guidance 
Counselor 

Mr. Don Fortner: Business, Business 
Department chairman. Speech and 
Debate Coach, Ass't Girls' Volleyball 
Coach 

Mr. Dave Franklin: Biology 

Mrs. Debbie Fritzsche: Media Secretary 

Mr. Jeff Graves: Chemistry, Physics 


Mr. Mike Hackett: Health, Outdoor 
Education 

Mr. Ross Haller: History 

Mrs. Kay Hansen: Guidance Office 

Secretary 

Mrs. Nancy Hastings: Paragon, Crier, 
Photography, Journalism, Quill and Scroll 
sponsor 

Ms. Kelly Haussman: Chemistry 


Mr. Arthur Haverstock: Biology 

Mrs. Linda Haynes: Art, Art Department 

Representative, Art Club 

Ms. Lisa Homer: Math, Junior Class 

sponsor 

Mrs. Dessie Kammer: Guidance 
Counselor 

Mr. Larry Keilman: Westlake Aide 



Faculty 
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Pin Pal 

Sharing a laugh with the bowlers around him, Mr. Jeff Graves, 
science teacher, picks up his ball for the next roll. On Mondays 
after school, 20 teams of four bowlers tried to reach the top league 
spots. Mr. Graves not only sponsored the club, but also bowled 
on a team among the students. 


Strike yths down 

From actively pursuing hobbies to sharing a bowling team | 


sharing a bowling 


record, faculty members shatter typical stereotypes 


As guitars wailed and drums echoed 
throughout the auditorium on the night 
of Battle of the Bands, students clamored 
at the front of the stage, screaming at 
their favorite groups. At the center of the 
group of fans, Mr. David Russell, English 
teacher, moved about the students with 
a camera in his hands. 

As a judge for Battle, Mr. Russell not 

only listened and look- 

ed for the markings of 
the best group but also 
kept his eye open for 
interesting photo op- 
portunities. The fo- 
llowing Monday, his 
pictures filled the win- 
dows of the main office. 

"Taking pictures 
made some events 
fun," Mr. Russell said. 

"I thoroughly enjoyed 
taking pictures because 


“I didn’t know how 
teachers could have any 
kind of life outside of what 
we saw them do in school. I 
thought that they would end 
up spending all of their time 
double-checking students’ 
work and grading papers 
instead of doing anything 
else.” 


Deepam Rusia, junior 

it added another di- — — 
mension to what I saw, and I enjoyed 
sharing my work with others." 

Even though many students viewed 
teachers as just paper graders, faculty 
members often surpised students by 
pursuing outside interests. When 
homework piled up for students, some 


fracturing the fables 


neglected to see that side of teachers. 
Some students had an insight into what 
teachers' lives consisted of. 

"My mom was a teacher and she 
definitely had a life that went beyond the 
classroom," Emily L. Jones, freshman, 
said. "Most people don't realize the stuff 
that teachers put up with all day long 
when they saw over a 
hundred students 
during the day. It made 
sense that they tried to 
escape school when 
they could." 

Many faculty mem- 
bers, including Mrs. 
Renee Kouris, English 
teacher, proved that 
stereotypes false by 
letting students take a 
break by watching a 
class-related video 
when the group seemed 
more stressed out than usual. 

While judging a competition that 
much of the school got involved in, Mr. 
Russell shared a common interest with 
students, while practicing a favorite 
hobby at the same time. 


( \ 

Which teacher 

acted most like 
students did at 
your age? 

V ) 


V 


“Mr. Russell really 
seemed like a student 
because he shared a lot 
of student interests. With 
the whole 

MunsterHigh.com thing, 
he advocated free speech 
and the rights of students 
to express themselves 
when it was getting a lot 
of opposition.” 

Adam Tepper, junior 


“Mr. Moell was one of the 
best teachers that I had 
because of the way he 
could deal with students. 
He could not only joke 
around, but he kept things 
serious enough when we 
needed to learn so we 
never fell behind. 

Sarah Wojcik, 
senior 


\ 

“I had Mrs. Vesa and she 
was practically a student 
with the way she joked 
around with us all of the 
time.” 

Bryce Richardson, 
sophomore 



Ms. Karen Keller: Westlake Aide 
Mrs. Debra Kelley: Auditorium 

Secretary 

Mr. Jack King: Assistant Dean 

Mr. David Knish: Westlake Education, 

Boys' Tennis Head Coach 

Mrs. Renee Kouris: Drama, Stagecraft, 

Composition, English 


Acosta-Kouris 


193 




Ms. Becky Ladd: English, Speech 
Coach 

Mr. Marc Lehnerer: English, Speech, 
Stagecraft, Speech Coach 
Mrs. Andi Lemon: West Lake 
Education 

Mrs. Linda Lemon: English 

Mr. Kent Lewis: Business, DECA 

sponsor 


Mr. Karl Linden: Orchestra 
Ms. Jennifer Luksich: Spanish, 
Spanish Club sponsor. Freshman Girls' 
Basketball Coach 

Mrs. Sandy Madsen: French, English 
Ms. Paula Malinski: Physical 
Education 

Mrs. Alyce Mart-Webb: French, 
French Club sponsor 


Mr. Scott McAlister: Economics, 
Government, Ass't Varsity Football 
Coach, Ass't Girls' Track Coach 
Mr. Rob McCall: English, Ass't Varsity 
Football Coach, Ass't Girls' Track Coach 
Mrs. Eileen Meier: German, German 
Club sponsor 

Mr. Steve Moell: Honors Algebra, 
Calculus, Girls' JV Basketball Coach 
Miss Kristine Moore: Algebra, Pre- 
Calculus, Junior Class sponsor 
Mrs. Nancy Newcomb: Business, 
Senior Class sponsor 
Mrs. Lori Nicholas: Media Specialist 
Mrs. Kathy Olivotto: Guidance 
Counselor 

Mrs. Suzanne Owen: Media 
Specialist 

Ms. Valerie Pflum: Math, Sophomore 
Class sponsor 


Mrs. Jackie Podkul: Algebra, 
Geometry, Senior Class sponsor 
Mr. James Prasopoulos: Westlake 
Education, Boys' Soccer Head Coach, 
Boys' JV Basketball Coach 
Mrs. Patricia Premetz: Pre-Calculus, 
Math Department Chairperson 
Mrs. Linda Redar: Non-educational 
Aide 

Mrs. Marilyn Rizzo: Family and 
Consumer Science, Foods 
Ms. Ruth Robertson: Bookkeeper 
Officer Ben Rouse: School Resource 
Officer 

Mr. David Russell: English, Creative 
Writing 

Mrs. Lynn Schumacher: American 
Sign Language 

Mr. Robert Shinkan: Geometry, Boys' 
Varsity Baseball Coach, Ass't Varsity 
Football Coach 

Mr. Mike Smith: Athletic Director 
Mrs. Rita Spomar: Non-educational 
aide 

Ms. Florencia Stoll: Spanish 

Mr. Donald "Corky" Stopper: Non- 

educational aide 

Mr. Steve Tripenfeldas: Assistant 
Principal 


Faculty 
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“One you could sit 
there and talk to 
about anything like 
what you did on the 
weekend. One you 
could feel liberal 
with.” 

Jeff Kocel, senior 


What qualities 
defined a good 
teacher? 


Finding liqf p oints 

Even though they may b^traried under days wftrth of 
paperwork, faculty members put a positive spin on tasks 


fracturin 


“A lot of different qualities 
dedication, sensitivity, 
good sense of humor, 
flexible and 
knowledgeable. You had 
to care about other 
people.” 

Mr. Hal Coppage, 

U.S. History teacher 

“Someone who made 
you understand the 
work they were actually 
teaching.” 

Christina Guanzon, 
freshman 


Biology papers piled on every part of 
his desk, Mr. John Edington, science 
department chairperson, seemed buried 
with grading. Though this task looked 

impossible, he knew that __ 

even with the worst 
aspects of his job, seeing 
his students succeed 
made everything worth- 
while. Most teachers 
discovered that rewards 
outweighed pains, ac- 
cording to Mr Edington. 

"The best part of the 
teaching profession was 
watching your students 
succeed later in life," Mr. 

Edington said. "Not at a 
high school level but up 
in their careers when 
they were really begin- 
ning to make something 
of themselves." 

The question still remained why 

would anyone want a seemingly r 

stressful and thankless job even if it did unsavory characterization of a thankless, 
hold certain rewards. low paying job, many teachers still 

"My mom and grandma wanted to be savored the rewards of teaching. 



musical rewards 


Working with Jazz Band, Mr. Bill 
Woods, music teacher, gives 
directions. "Being able to have done 
something that was so emotional 
was rewarding," Mr. Woods said. 


teachers," Mrs. Linda Lemon, English 
teacher, said. "When I was little, I 
discovered from working with my 

friends that I was pretty 

good at teaching, and 
my parents had a lot of 
respect for it." 

With 45 years of 
teaching under his belt, 
Mr. Edington said he 
wouldn't ever go back 
and change his oc- 
cupation, even if given 
the chance. Mrs. Lemon 
shared his feelings 
toward their occupation. 
"I just loved working 
with kids," Mrs. Lemon 
said. "When you saw 
that light go off and the 
students were thinking, 
'Wow, I get it, and 1 can 
handle it,' that was the best." 

Despite several disadvantages and an 



Mrs. Charlene Tsnutsouris: Spanish, 
Foreign Language Department 
Chairperson 

Mr. Don Ullman: Chemistry, 
Academic Competition Team sponsor 
Miss Beth Vesa: Algebra, Girls' 
Basketball Head Coach, Girls' 
Freshman Softball Coach 
Ms. Charlene Walsh: Student 
Services Secretary 
Mrs. Jan Watson: Wesllake Aide 

Mrs. Jody Weiss: English 
Mrs. Marsha Weiss: Guidance 
Counselor 

Mr. Mike Wells: Biology, Earth and 
Space Science, Student Government 
sponsor 

Mrs. Leigh Ann Westland: English 
Mrs. Anne Whiteley: Spanish 


Mr. Bill Woods: Band, Instructional 
Keyboard, Jazz Band. Band Director 
Mr. Steve Wroblewski: Geometry, 
Computer Programming 
Mrs. Violet Zudock: Guidance Office 
Secretary 


Ladd-Zudock 
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Dustin Thompson 

□ 

Congratulations, 
Dustin! We are very 
proud of you. Good 
luck at Penn State. 
We will miss you. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Brandon, 
Matt and Dillon 



Julia Bochnowski 

Congratulations to Julia 
Bochnowski! We are so 
proud of you and all 
you’ve achieved at MHS. 
We love you and wish 
you the best at 
Michigan! 

Love, Mom, Dad, Ben, 
Jim and John 


in a class of 

our own 

Jamie Rosko 

□ 



Congratulations! 
You have made us 
so proud! We love 
you! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad and 
Jason 
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Katherine Gikas 

Congratulations, 
dearest Katie. May you 
be blessed with a bright 
and beautiful future, and 
may all your dreams 
come true. We are 
proud of you, and we 
love you very much. 



Mom, Dad and Alex 


Christine Patel 
Christine, 

We are so proud of you 
and all of your 
accomplishments. Good 
luck next year, and have 
fun dancing at IU! 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad and Erik 
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Stephanie Kelly 

Dear Steffie, 

You’ve accomplished 
so much. ..so young! You 
make us beam with 
pride! 

We love you, 

Mom, Dad and 
Kersten 


| in a c \35f 8Wn 

Valerie Porras 

-^Congratulations on 
your high school 
graduation! We are 
very proud of you! 
Good luck at Carroll 
College. 

We love you always, 
Dad, Mom, Omar 
and Gabe 


| in a c isa? 8Wn 

Winfield Smith 

^Congratulations, Win! 
May your dreams 
come true and your 
future be bright! 

We love you, 

Mom and Dad 



Andrew Zusman 

Andrew, 

We are so proud of you! 
Keep up the great work 
at III. 


in a class of 

our own 


Love, 

Mom, Dad, Shelley, 
Amie and Steve 


Iwishful 

hinking 

If you could have competed 
against one athlete, who would it 
have been and why? 

“I would have loved to play 
tennis with Venus or Serena 
Williams. They both were 
excellent players, and they 
had excellent personalities, 
along with tennis clothes.” 
-Celia Gonzalez, 
sophomore 

“Walter Payton of the 
Chicago Bears. He was 
he greatest athlete that 
ever lived.” 

-Nick Cosme, 
freshman 

“There were a lot, but I 
would’ve chosen Tracy 
McGrady of the Orlando 
Magic. He would’ve been 
fun to play one-on-one.” 
-Katie O’Block, junior 

“I would have wanted to bat 
against John Rocker of the 
Atlanta Braves because he 
was my favorite pitcher, and 
I loved his attitude.” 

-Ricky Balkam, 
sophomore 

“Tiger Woods because I 
liked to golf, and he was 
really good at it.” 

Becky Gabrys, 
freshman 

“Pete Sampras. It would 
have been a great challenge 
to play a tennis match 
with him,” 

-Lindsay Holajter, 
senior 
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David Young 

Q Reach for the stars- 
one has your name 
on it! We love you! 

Your first fan club, 
Mom, Dad, Lisa 
and Jill 


| in a c lSSF 8Wn 

Gina Bassetto 

Q Congratulations, 
Gina! We are so 
proud of you! We 
love you! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Julie 
and Tommy 


] in a c iS@F 8Wn 

Rachel McCain 

Congratulations, 
Rachel McCain! You 
did it “Girl Baby”! 
Good luck at Lake 
Forest. 

Love, 

Mom, Larry, Emily 
and Jonathan 



in a class of 

our own 



Brandy Zukanovich 


n 


Brandy, 

Young woman, our 
daughter, our joy and 
our heart: 

You’ve reached the end 
only to find a new start! 

The world sees the 
young woman with her 
charm and her smile, 
but behind the woman, 
we will always see the 
child. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Dana and 
Jerred 


Advertisements 



Emily Sterner 


Ich liebe Dich, 
mein Herz! 

Love, 

Mutti 


in a class of 

our own 


Brandon Sweeney 


□ 



Congratulations, 
Brandon! We’re very 
proud of you. Best of 
luck with your acting and 
music career. We 
support you all the way! 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad and Katie 
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Awards 

Junior Varsity 

Vanity 

Team MVP 

Joel Moosmiller 

Vince Sochacki 

Offensive MVP 

Steve Sochacki 

Jim Schmelzer 

Defensive MVP 


Dave Daniels, Kyle Parker 

Best Mental Attitude 

John Semko 

Scott Newman 

Goalie MVP 


Mike Bahner 

Head Hunter 


Dave Daniels 

Most Improved Player 

Jim Sunderland 

Tom Kaiser, Lowell Werner 

Mike Markovich-Pride. Hustle & Desire 


Lowell Werner 


Uliana Varsity Leae 

tie 

Munster 


Opponent 

5 

T.F. South 

3 

3 

Crown Point 

3 

2 

Lake Central 

5 

6 

Bishop Noll 

2 

6 

Highland 

3 

3 

Bishop Noll 

2 

2 

T.F. South 

3 

6 

Crown Point 

0 

5 

Highland 

0 

2 

I^ke Central 

1 

4 

Lake Central 

2 

5 

Highland 

0 

7 

Crown Point 

0 

4 

Bishop Noll 

2 

4 

Marian Catholic 

2 

3 

T.F. South 

1 

5 

Providence 

1 

Record 14-2-1 

2 nd Place Uliana H.S.RL. - Varsitv 


Uliana Varsitv Tournament 

Munster 


Opponent 

7 

Bishop Noll 

4 

4 

Lake Central 

2 

2 

Lake Central 

0 

Roper Cup Conference Tournament Champs 

Indiana Varsity Crossover Gaines 

Munster 


Opponent 

3 

Columbus 

5 

2 

Carroll 

7 

2 

I lomestead 

4 

2 

Northrop 

3 

1 

S B. Riley 

8 

4 

Lake Central 

2 

1 

S B. Riley 

9 

4 

Ft. Wayne Snider 

3 

1 

Carmel “White" 

5 

1 

Cathedral “B” 

3 

2 

North Central 

5 

1 

Carroll 

6 

5 

Homestead 

3 

Record 3-10-0 


Indiana A Tier 1 Varsitv Tournament 

Munster 


Opponent 

2 

Clay 

7 

1 

Northrop 

2 

2 

Bloomington 

S 

8"’ Place 

Uliana Junior Varsitv League 

Munster 


Opponent 

i 

Marian Catholic 

7 

i 

Lake Central 

4 

4 

Portage 

5 

3 

T F Sou th/C r Pi 

3 

0 

Manan Catholic 

3 

9 

lake Central 

3 

6 

Portage 

3 

4 

Marian Catholic 

3 

2 

T.l- South/Cr lt. 

S 

4 

T.RSouth/Cr.Pt. 

0 

0 

Lake Central 

s 

3 

Portage 

s 

Record 4-7-1 

4® PI Uliana H.S.H.L. - J V. 


Uliana League State All-Stars: Mike Rahner, Dave Daniels, Jim Schmelzer, Vince Sochacki, Lowell Werner 
I.S.H.S.H.A. Academic All-State Team 2001 : Mike Bahner, Dave Daniels, Tom Kaiser, Kyle Parker, 

Jim Schmelzer, Lowell Werner 


Munster Hockey 


Front row, left: Kyle Parker, Mike Bahner, Lowell Werner, Tom Kaiser, Dave Darnels, Jim Schmelzer, Tom Newman. Middle row: Brian 
Tcpper, Steve Sochacki, Chris Barnes, Ben Massie, Phil Kompare, Chris Cole, Jake Boarder. Vince Sochacki. Back row: Keith Tracy 
(coach), Joel Moosmillcr, Steve Desancic, Scott Newman, Bry an Kowalczyk, John Semko, Jim Sunderland. Dan Shelton (coach). 
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in a class of 

our own 


Katherine Gluek 



Congratulations, 
Katie! Aim for the 
stars! 


Love, 

Mom, Dad, Jenny 
and Margaret 



Melissa Falgier 


Melissa, 

Congratulations, 
best of luck in your 
college years. 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad and Ollie 


in a class of 

our own 


James Hamblin 



We wish you the best! 
From, 

The Hamblin family 


I in a class of 

our own 

Jeff Palmer 

□ 

Best of luck to you at 
IU next year! We’re 
very proud of all 
you’ve accomplished- 
we know you’ll have a 
great year! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad and 
Katie 


in a class of 

our own 



Tiffany Brown 

Thank you for taking us along 
on your wonderful journey. 

We are so proud of everything 
you have accomplished. We 
hope that you never lose your 
sense of wonder and that you 
always make the choice to 
dance. Good luck at Purdue. 
We love you. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Tony and Ashley 
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in a class of 

our own 


Kaitlin Kovach 

□ 



Congratulations, 

Kaitlin! We are so 
proud to be the 
parents of the 
wonderful young 
woman you have 
become. Always follow 
your dreams, and keep 
singing! 

We Love You! 

Mom and Dad 


in a class of 

our own 

Kristen L. Jabaay 

□ 



We’re so proud of 
you. You always 
stepped forward in 
anything you did. 
Good luck in college. 


Love, 

Mom, Susan, Lucy, 
Terry, Lisa, 
Brooke and Skye 



Katie Gilbert 

You have grown into a 
wonderful young lady. 
We are very proud of 
you. Congratulations! 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad and 
Christie 


I vishful 

thinking 

If you could have dinner with any 
celebrity, dead or alive, whom 
would you have dinner with, and 
where would you have it? 

“Katie Holmes because she 
was my third cousin, and I 
had never met her before. 
Pizza Hut because I liked 
pizza.” 

-Alex Morley, 
freshman 

“Leonardo da Vinci. He 
was an awesome painter 
and magnificent scientist. 

I was in awe of him. I would 
have made him dinner 
because I couldn’t think of 
any restaurants that were 
worthy of him, and 
restaurants hurry meals. I 
would have liked as much 
time as possible.” 

-Colleen Summers, 
junior 

“Princess Diana because 
she was pretty interesting 
with all the charity work she 
did. We would have gone to 
Maggiano’s because it had 
tasty food.” 

-Courtney Chung, 
senior 

“Al Pacino at Gene and 
Georgetti’s. He was my 
favorite actor, and Gene and 
Georgetti’s had the best 
steak in Chicago.” 

-Josh Levin, 
sophomore 

“I would have eaten with 
Brad Pitt in Rome because it 
was really romantic.” 

-Gina Nuzzo, sophomore 

Advertisements 
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Heart to 
Heart 


Gift Gallery 


836-2300 
921 Ridge Rd. 
Munster 


r Insight Out 

CAPTION C* 

An Oasts for the Senses ~ Gifts for the Spirit 

Children, your mission is important! 

May all of you he blessed with an abundance of 
higher intelligence and great compassion, 
as you bring our future into a brighter light! 

Visionary Retailing & Healing Arts 
Porte de L’eau Plaza *2010 45th St. • Highland, IN • 219-922-2828 
New hours! M, T, F-10 am-6 pm / W,Th-10 am- 7 pm / Sat. -10 am-5 pm 




E 


tv 



Hair 
Styling 
for Women 
and Men 


8033 Euclid Ave. 

Suite - D 
^ Munster 
& 836.1096 


John Hodson 
Coins 

Suite 1650 G. 45th Ave. 
Munster 
924-3555 

Professional Numismatist 
Estate and Collection Appraisals 
Coins • Stamps • Autographs 
Beanie Babies • Dealer in Baseball 
Cards, including sets, stars, cases 

ANA Life Member #885 
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VAHIS tlAIC 


SALON & DAY SPA 

Haircut & Styles 221 Route 41 

Start at $25 SCHERERVILLE 

Teens $20 

322-5600 

Out on the Town 


After pampering and primping at Vanis, seniors Nicole 
Pellegrino and Joseph Mack get ready for Homecoming. 
With a wide array of products and services to satisfy any 
customer, visits to the salon always produce a smile. 
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The pizza with the good taste. . . 
In Your Neighborhood ! 



NATURAL PIZZA 


RESTAURANT 


Piek Up & Delivery 

LUNCH & DINNER 


7920 CALUMET AVE. • MUNSTER 

836-2010 
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<ing 


If you were driving on the 
freeway and you could listen to 
only one song, what would it be? 


“‘Black Chick White Guy’ by 
Kid Rock. It was long 
enough to listen to enough 
times without getting bored, 
and it also told a story.” 

-Michelle Peiguss, 
junior 


“‘Tonight, Tonight’ by 
Smashing Pumpkins. It was 
the first music I ever listened 
to. Plus, they were a 
Chicago-based band.” 

-Carlyn Grow, 
freshman 


“‘Money for Nothing’ by the 
Dire Straits. It was a long 
song, it had Sting featured 
in it and it had a nice guitar 
solo.” 

-Andy Kennedy, senior 

“ ‘Magdalena ’ by Perfect 
Circle. It was very melodic, 
and the lyrics weren’t full of 
a bunch of swear words.” 

-James Sunderland, 
freshman 


“‘Rock with You’ by Michael 
Jackson. It was a jammer.” 

-Marnie Norris, senior 

“I would choose ‘Lying 
Awake’. It had a great bass 
line. It separated me from 
everything else in the world, 
and I zoned everything 
else out.” 

-Amit Shah, 
sophomore 
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•Automatic Scoring 
•Mens’ Leagues 
•Ladies’ Leagues 
•Mixed Leagues 
•Area’s 
Largest 

Junior Program 



HAMMOND 

932-5010 


LOCATIONS 


MERRILLVILLE 
942-0432 


DYER 

322-3666 


BUMPER BOWLING 
POOL ROOM 
SNACK AREA LOUNGE 
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Janice K. Kelly, 

Sales Consultant 
1438 Somerset Drive 
Munster, IN 46321 
219-924-1650 

"The Kitchen Store that 
Comes to Your Door" 


H 


oosier 

ighlander 

Frames ■ Art ■ Paper 


Art Supplies 
Custom & Photo Frames 
Invitations & Stationary 
Scrapbooks & Rubber Stamps 

2932 Highway Avenue 
Highland 46322 
838-0632 


10% student discount 
on art supplies 


KEEPING UP 
APPEARANCES 


Z f 

f m 


ZANDSTRA'S 


Store for Men 
2629 Highway 
Avenue 

Highland 46322 
923-3435 


American Siding & Gutter, Inc. 

Expert Workmanship At Reasonable Prices 



Gutters • Siding • Soffit 
Fascia • Doors & Windows 


PHILPIKOSZ 

339-351 0 South Holland, IL 60473 



www. schoolstuffinc. net 

Good Luck to Saralyn & Jessica! 

7440 Calumet Avenue 
Hammond 46324 


Dunhill 


TUXEDOS 

John Zandstra 



Merrillville 
Munster 
Highland 
St. John 
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* Leary’s 

Carpets 

and 

Floors 

7220 Calumet 
Avenue 
Hammond 
46324 

Fax 932-2409 

932-2384 



Carpet Buddies 

Hanging out at Leary's Carpets and Floors, 
Emily McNamara and Hannah Leary, sit 
beside the floor samples. Leary's offered 
the community a variety of quality floor 
services, ranging from carpeting to tiling. 
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Azra S. Sheriff, MD 

Diseases of infants, children 
and adolescents 

•Ear piercing 
• Immunizations 
•Physical Examinations 

9128 Columbia Ave. 
Suite A 
Munster, IN 
836-2731 

Best Wishes for a very bright 
future to the class of 2001 (and 
especially for our loving son 
Asim)! God bless you all. From 
Azra & Rafiq, Omar, and Farah 



Full Service Salon and Day 
Spa for Men, Women & 
Children 

924-7210 

2449 45th St., Highland 46322 

Featuring products by: 

Artec • Aveda • Biolage Matirix 
Murad • Nexxus • Paul 
Mitchell • Redken • Sebastian 
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Bridal 

Cotledum 

Formal 

We carry formal wear and 
prom dresses 

417 Ridge Rd. 

Munster 
836-2830 
Fax 836-2848 

All Dressed Up 

Surrounded by her reflection, Susie Bulfer, senior, 
models a prom dress. Bridal Collections' offered a 
wide selection of formal wear for any occasion. 


Aladdin 

Travel Agency 


Monica Treasure 
Molly Govert-Nykiel 
owners 


909 Ridge Rd. 
Munster 
836-1090 



8244 Calumet Avenue 
Munster 
836-2517 
( 800 ) 474-8857 
Fax 836-0449 



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

Calumet Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
Congratulates 
2001 Munster Graduates 


The Mobile 
Phone Company 

3341 Ridge Rd. 
Lansing, IL 60438 


(708) 474-3200 

Advertisements 


207 




wishful 

1 




<ing 


If you could create any ice cream 
flavor, what flavor would you 
create and why? 


“Apple ice cream because 
they have orange ice cream, 
they have strawberry ice 
cream, and they have cherry 
ice cream, but did they have 
apple ice cream? No!” 

-Russell Peterson, 
freshman 


“Nitro-tech ice cream 
because it would help you 
build muscle and you could 
have a nice, cold snack while 
you’re at it.” 

-Chris Herr, sophomore 

“Steak, that way we could 
send it to all the starving 
countries overseas and keep 
all the good food here.” 

-Zach Lambert, junior 

“I would make mashed potato 
ice cream because it looks 
like ice cream already.” 

-Steve Paarlberg, junior 

“Green bean ice cream, just 
because it would be funny to 
see people to go, “Ew, green 
bean ice cream.” 

-Jill Horn, senior 

“I would make pineapple ice 
cream because I like 
pineapples.” 

-Jim Phelan, sophomore 


“Chocolate nutter butter sugar 
ice cream with hazelnut 
nuggets in it because it would 
taste good!” 

-David Pryzblski, senior 
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INC. 


INSURANCE 




8979 Broadway • Merrillville 46410 • 769-6616 

Congratulation Class of 2001 ! 



Gathering around Mr. Dean Rothschild's Corvette, Young, and Steve Garcia take a break on their half 
sophomores Gary Ghezzi, Keith Partain, David Ellis, day while keeping Rothschild Insurance Agency, 
Josh Levin, Dan Cohen, Gabe Culberg, Adam Inc. in mind for their future driving careers. 
Rothschild, Brian Szymanski, Lenny Weiss, Jill 


Munster 
Food Mart 

The Little Store 

8932 White Oak Ave. 
Munster 
923-7979 


Toel B. Schoen 
DDS 

“We’ll take the ‘bite’ 
out of seeing the 
dentist” 

926 Ridge Rd. 

Munster 
(219) 836-9122 
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JONES CLINIC 

PHYSICIAN NETWORK, LLC 

We’re Here For You. 

Best Wishes and Congratulations 
on your Academic Achievement to 
MUNSTER HIGH SCHOOL 

From 

JONES CLINIC PHYSICIAN NETWORK, LLC 

Arvind Gandhi, MD Ronald Feldner, MD 

Prakash Makam, MD Frank Hieber, MD 

Ravi Bhagwat, MD Pyarali Keshvani, MD 

Donald Tanis, MD Revati Narahari, MD 

Stephen Karol, MD Murray Stasick, MD 

Bharat Bhavsar, MD Joseph Tyrrell, MD 

Janet Karol, NP Marcia Potter, NP 

Frederick Delacotera, MD Katherine Gadus, NP 

Deanna Porte-Keene, MD Udayakumar Kathaiyan, MD 

Dakshina Murthy, MD Valerie Brodsky, MD 

Cardiology Associates of N.W. Indiana, PC 

9122 Columbia Ave. 5500 Hohman Ave. 

Munster Hammond 46320 

21 9-836-5607 219-931 -8708 

Jones Clinic Highland Clinic 

110 Ridge Rd. 8731 Indianapolis Blvd. 

Munster Highland 46322 

219-836-2600 219-923-4500 
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Subway 

Sandwiches and Salads 


Made to YOUR 
Liking 

822 Ridge Rd. 
(Calumet & Ridge) 
Munster 

836-5252 



Working Women 

Before she heads off to musical practice, Jayne 
Holly, junior, chats with a fellow Subway 
employee. Students could count on Subway as 
a place to stop for a quick, fresh meal that suited 
their own individual tastes. 


Advertisements 


Kids Are Me 

Chantal Riemerts-Sojka 
Child care supervisor 
and owner 

(219) 924-1870 
1009 Heather Lane 
Munster, IN 46321 

Kidding Around 

Outside and enjoying the fresh air, Nicole 
Farnsley, senior, helps her mother watch kids 
after school. Kids Are Me offered to take in 
children of working parents who needed a safe, 
friendly environment for their kids to stay. 


£ 

Office Hours By Appointment 

CHRIS J. MORFAS, DDS 


510 Ridge Road 
Munster 
836-8141 


o o 

Jukebox 

Billiards 

7910 Calumet 
Munster 
836-2550 

Mike Maruszczak 


"Save a Life— Adopt a 
Greyhound." 



Greyhound Guardians , Inc. 



LEE & LARRY LAVERY 
(219) 661-0350 
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/ *99.95 


Siladium* Designer' 


•Details shown on ring not available on Ltd. Option 
styles. Limited time offer. 


Official Design Center 



Porte DeLeau Plaza 

2014 45th Street 
Highland, IN 46322 

219/924-8080 


A RTQ1RVED 




MERICAN 
SAVINGS 
FSB 


8230 Hohman Ave. 
Munster 
836-5870 



■O MtMBtR 

US BRNKING RLLIRNCE 


Dollar Display 

After withdrawing money from American Savings 
FSB, Kelley O'Brien, sophomore, Christie O'Brien, 
senior and Nicole Farnsley, senior, show off their 
cash. People in the community trusted American 
Savings to keep their deposits safe. 


PHIL’S 

■ COLLISION CENTER, is:. 
Since 1931 


1530 U.S. 30 
Schererville, IN 46375 
(219) 322-3363 
FAX #(219) 322-3407 

Total Commitment to Excellence 



2012 45th Street 
Suite 0 

Highland 46322 

924-1 1 1 7 
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ft' DAY 

MUSIC 



2834 Highway Ave. 
Highland, IN 46322 

219 - 838-9870 


Michele J. O’Day 

President 


|j|y the Center 
JjILI for Visual and 
Performing Arts 

1040 Ridge Rd. 

Munster • 836-1930 
www.cvpa.org 



Sartfmtello's 

Pizza 

Dine in, pick up or delivery 

2100 45th St. 
Highland 46322 
922-1400 


Food Fix 

Enjoying an evening outing, seniors Lindsay 
Holajter and Michelle Sopher try to decide what 
to order from an extensive menu of delicious 
Italian food at Sanfratello's Pizza. 


Bob’s Lawn Mower 
Sales & Service, Inc. 

Lawn & Snow Equipment 
Parts & Service On: 

TORO • LAWN-BOY 
EX MARK • ECHO 
KOHLER • BRIGGS 
TECUMSEH 

8220 Calumet Ave. 

Munster 
836-7918 
Fax: 836-1984 
www.bobslawnmower.com 



Dancing, Gymnastics 
& 

Skating Apparel 


239 Ridge Rd. 
Munster 
836-1585 
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Lunch & Dinner • Dine-ln & Carry-Out 

3307 Ridge Rd. 
Lansing, IL 
60438 

(708) 895-8292 


§ MUNSTER 
GYROS 

(21 9) 836-5507 

8307 Calumet Ave. 
Munster 

Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-l 1 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday 10 a.m.-l 2 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 



KERS 


TANNING SALON 

8043 Euclid Ave. • Munster 
836-8882 

EveryBODY Loves SunSeekers! 



Seek the Sun 

Pausing for a photo, owner Jamie Green, senior 
Christy Macak, alumna Beth Sliwa, Highland 
alumna Stacy White, seniors Jamie Rosko and 


Katie Sliwa, owner Amy Green, and alumna 
Adrienne Lebo, catch a quick break. Sunseekers 
Tanning Salon made tanning both relaxing and 
effective for all their customers. 


w i shful 

thinking 

If you could live in any 
department in Meijer for a day, 
where would you stay? 

“I would have spent all my 
time in the toy department 
because it was one place you 
could never get bored in, 
finding things to try out.” 

-Jonathan Friedman, 
senior 

“Even though you could have 
gotten lost in Meijer because it 
was so big, I would have gone 
to the makeup department and 
tried on different makeup.” 
-Leah Shaffer, 
freshman 

“I’d have headed towards the 
music department because I 
liked the music. It would have 
been great to listen to my 
favorite band Hanson all day.” 
-Vita Lazauskas, 
sophomore 

“The furniture department 
would be the best place to go. 
They had those rolling chairs 
that took you all over the store 
at 50 miles an hour.” 

-Karl Spork, junior 

“I would have hung out in the 
grocery section — the internat- 
ional foods department of 
Meijer because sometimes 
you just felt like guacamole.” 
-Lisa Kolar, senior 

“I would have hung out in the 
sports department because 
they had all kinds of cool stuff 
there. There were paintball 
guns and rifles which were 
really cool.” 

-Matt Guanzon, junior 
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Copy Crazy 

McShane's president, Mr. Brian McShane 
prepares to make a copy with his daughter 
Megan McShane, senior. McShane's gave 
students a place to get school supplised or 
grab an envelope or two for a reasearch paper. 


\ 
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| Service Excellence ...Since 1921 j 

min©lta Canon rHurafec 


rrnTomce' 

• * ! 8 splits 


McS 


anes 

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SOLUTIONS 


Munster 
1844 45th St 
219-924-1400 


800-837-1400 

www.mcshanes.com 


Valparaiso 
51 Indiana Ave 
219-465-7000 
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CANVAS AWNINGS 
PARTY TENT RENTAL 

(219) 931-3723 

7126 Calumet • Hammond, IN 


0 


Westminster 
Presbyterian Church 



jzr w 

WHERE 
PEOPLE CARE 


8955 Columbia Ave. 
Munster, IN 46321 
Phone: 219-838-3131 
Rev. Richard Rogers 


RIBS RIBS RIBS 



RIBS RIBS RIBS 


Rated Best 
Ribs 

1734 45th St. Munster 
924-8665 


RANDY HOYLE 


Don Powers 

Sell Homes like Yours, Fast! 

Ame^^^^ssic"' 


Agency, Inc. 




REALTORS* 

Munster, Indiana 


911 Ridge Rd. 
Munster 

838-2000 


836-8900 



Richard G. Reffkin. DPS. Inc. 

Congratulations to the 
class of 2001! 

•Office hours by appointment • 


All Smiles 

Flashing their smiles before they get to 
work, Susan Powers, Dr. Richard G. 
Reffkin and Pam Govert flash their smiles 
before starting their work on junior Jenni 
Lee. With office hours by appointment. Dr. 
Reffkin serves patients of all ages. 


9339 Calumet Ave. 
Munster, Indiana 46321 
836-9131 
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G rtho 

ORTHODONTICS INCORPORATED 

DR. ROOKSBERRY DR. KOUFOS 

DR. ALTSCHUL DR. ALBRIGHT 

1630 45th Street • Munster, IN 46321 924-1440 

130 East Joliet Street • Schererville, IN 46375 322-4773 

9495 Keilman Road • St. John, IN 46373 365-2323 

DR. HYDE DR. CAVANAUGH DR. HURST 

911 Wall Street, Suite A • Valparaiso, IN 46383 462-3537 

1830 South 11th Street • Chesterton, IN 46304 926-1463 

3586 North Hobart Road • Hobart, IN 46342 962-7320 

Congratulations 

to the Class of 200 1 1 
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Photograph Restoration 
Wide Format Printing 
Elegant Frames 
Sports / Doll Cases 
Senior Stationery 

Portrait Studio 

Hundreds of Backgrounds 
Instant Proofs 


FREE Retouching 


233 Ridge Rd. 


for appointment call 
Amy (Class of '90) 


836-6033 


TASTE OF ORIENT 

FAST & FRESH CHINESE FOOD 


MARK & MAY 
Owners 


439 RIDGE ROAD 
MUNSTER, IN 46321 

TEL: 219-836-8822 
FAX: 219-836-8829 



THE PET SET 


ALL BREED GROOMING 
By Appointment Only 


3448 RIDGE ROAD 
LANSING, IL 60438 

SCOTT & SUSIE CRISWELL 
PHONE: (708) 474-4917 



Anthony 

DiCostanzo, DDS 


419 Ridge Rd. 
Munster 
836-5520 


Iwishful 

blinking 

If you were writing a travel 
brochure for a company, what 
positive aspects of Munster 
would you have written about? 

“It was a nice place to live 
with a diversity of people. 
You always felt welcome 
here.” 

-Kathy Ntiamoah, 
freshman 

“I thought the Parks 
Department had really nice 
tennis courts, a great park 
and an excellent swimming 
facility. There was a lot 
to do there." 

-Hannah Lodge, junior 

“Munster Junction was the 
best go-kart place to go. We 
were also really close to 
Chicago, and there was a 
lot to do over there.” 

-Scott Gray, freshman 

“The Performing Arts Center 
was great. People came 
from all over to see the 
shows and exhibits that 
they had.” 

-Allison Crary, 
sophomore 

“You could run through 
the scenic trails in 
Bieker Woods.” 

-Nikki Williamson, 
sophomore 

“I would have talked about 
Fro-Yo. It was a highlight in 
Munster. It was the one 
place where everyone 
could just go and 
hang out together.” 

-Greg Schneider, 
senior 


Advertisements 


217 




Contact: Carol Talabay MS Ed., 

Director 

9123 Holly Lane 
Munster 838-0740 
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For Banquets & Receptions 






Cloister in the Woods 
At St. Paul’s 

Columbia Ave at Park Drive • Munster, Indiana 46321 
1 Block South of Ridge Road 
219-838-9900 




HUMANE SOCIETY 
CALUMET AREA 


WHERE BEST 
FRIENDS MEET 


421 -45th Street 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 922-3811 
www.hscalumet.org 


FREE 


Online 

Banking 

www.sandridgebank^com 
( 219 ) 322-9530 



d Ridge 

BANK 


Member FDIC 
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Since 1948 

215 Ridge Road 
Munster 
836-6233 


Soda Shop 

With taste buds in heaven, seniors Kevin Cane and 
Colleen Frazier, junior Tony Doesburg and senior Kaitlin 
Kovach enjoy a tasty treat from Schoop's soda fountain. 
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in a class of 

our own 


Krystle Amanda Michel 




As you graduate, we 
think of all the goals you 
have accomplished and 
the new ones you set as 
you enter college. We are 
so proud of you! 


Love, 

Mom, Bryan and 
Shawn 


Lake Surgical Associates, LLC 

Dr. M. Nabil Shabeeb 
Dr. Russell Pellar 
Dr. Anne Dempsey 
Dr. Terrence Dempsey 


801 Mac Arthur Blvd. 
Suite 302 

Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-7900 


Congrats to the 
Class of 2001 from... 

SunCrest Christian Church 

Meeting at 

Lake Central High School 
Home of Student Connection for 
High School Students 
365-9000 ♦ www.suncrest.org 



Orthopedic and Sports Medicine 
Rehabilitation 

JOHN J. DOHERTY, 
MS, PT, ATC 

Licensed Physical Therapist, 
Certified Athletic Trainer, 
Mustangs' Head Athletic Trainer 

1650 45th St. 
Munster 

(219) 922-8188 

Office Hours By Appointment 
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Congratulations to the 
MHS Class of ‘01 

, from 

Maruszczak Appliance 
Sales and Service, Inc. 

9450 Calumet Ave. 

Munster 

836-1188 



Working Women 

With a new kitchen showcase added to the store, 
customers can beautify their kitchens with a short stop 

at Maruszczak Appliance Sales and Service. 
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Fredric D. Young, MD 

Examination, Treatment and Surgery 
of the Eye, Glasses and Contact Lenses 


1646-45th Ave. 

Munster, Indiana 46321 
(219) 924-3700 


Cool Shades 

As he helps his son David Young, 
senior, try on a pair of sunglasses. Dr. 
Fredric D. Young, MD, decides how 
they look. Dr. Young provided quality 
eyecare for the community, his ser- 
vices range from routine examin- 
ations to surgical procedures. 



JERRY I. SHAPIRO 

Attorney at Law 

506 Ridge Road 
Munster 


PHONE: (219) 836-2277 
FAX: (219) 836-5514 


Call 

Thomas J. Scully III 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

SERVING NORTHWEST 
INDIANA & ILLINOIS 


Social 

Security 

Disability 


NO AWARD-NO FEE 
506 Ridge Road 
Munster 
836-1380 
(708) 895-6390 
FAX: (219) 836-5514 



2132 45th Ave. • Porte DeLeau Plaza 
Highland 46322 
(219) 924-1555 


Friendly Service Is Our Specialty 
• Bridal & Special Occasion 
• Photography Make-Up 

• Full Nail Services 

• Eyebrow Arching 


Mirror, Mirror 

Looking at her face's reflection, Brittany 
Marschak, sophomore, applies lip gloss at 
Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios. As a bonus 
to working there, Brittany had the 
opportunity to try out the diversity of new 
products available at the store. 


Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios 


ishful 

inking 

If you could star as one character 
on TV, who would it be and why? 

“Doug Funnie because he 
was always getting into 
trouble.” 

-Bryan Adams, 
freshman 

“Grace from Will & Grace 
because she had such cool 
friends and such a unique 
personality.” 

-Katy Creagh, junior 

“I would have been Bart 
Simpson because he had 
cool hair.” 

-Tim Daugherty, 
sophomore 

“Scooby Doo because you 
could never have enough 
Scooby snacks.” 

-Mike Boyle, senior 

“Superman so I would have 
been able to fly.” 

-Bryan Flores, 
freshman 

“Rachel from Friends be- 
cause she was hilarious and 
had the best job-working at 
Bloomingdale’s.” 

-Lori Mann, junior 

“Tommy from Rugrats 
because babies were cool.” 

-Steve Coulis, 
sophomore 

“Felix the Cat because 
nothing in his world made 
any sense at all.” 

-Winfield Smith, senior 
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Hammond Clinic 


Meeting the Medical Needs of 
Northwest Indiana 


Munster 

7905 Calumet 
Avenue 
836-5800 
1-800-279-8700 


St. John 

11355 W. 97th 
Lane 
365-5577 
1-800-840-5800 


Family Wellness Center 

9800 Valparaiso Court 
934-9800 


Law Offices 


Joseph Stalmack & Associates, PC 

5253 HOHMAN AVENUE 

HAMMOND, IN 46320 


937-3700 

FAX 

JOSEPH STALMACK* 

931-1677 

STEPHEN D. BANNWART* 

E-MAIL 


stalmack@jsalegal.com 

OF COUNSEL 

NANETTE K. RADUENZ* 

TOLL FREE 
(800) 552-6860 

*ALSO ADMITTED IN ILLINOIS 

SERVING COOK COUNTY 

PARALEGAL 221 N 

. LA SALLE ST., SUITE 840 

KELLY J. KRAHN 

CHICAGO, IL 60601 


Jack D. Rees, 
CLU 

1650 45th Ave. 
Munster 

Ph: 924-8800 
Fax: 924-5095 
Email: jrees@netnitco.net 

State Farm Insurance 



Largus 

Printing 

732 W. 45th Ave. 
Munster 
922-8414 

Big Six 
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901 Ridge Rd. 
Munster 
836-1530 


Best Wishes 
Class of 2001! 


Suzanne Y. Lee, MD 


9131 Indianapolis Blvd. 
Highland 
(219) 838-9300 


Diseases & Surgery of the Eye 


fltOZEN YOGURt 



EXPRESS! 

Good Luck, Mustangs! 

8313 Calumet Ave. 
Munster 
836-9055 



Sylvan 

Learning 

Centers® 


Sylvan makes 

Improve 

the difference 

grades 


and 

• Reading 

confidence 

• Math 

• SAT/ACT 
Study Skills 

• Algebra 

Better grades are 
just the beginning 

• Writing 

Sir James Court 

• Geometry 

9515 Indianapolis Blvd. 


Highland 46322 
922-8321 


texture 

Poixite 

Salon 

2062 45th St. 
Highland 

924-4656 


“Where Art and Beauty Unite.’’ 
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Northwest Indiana Warehouse & Transport Co. 


424 Barbara St. 
Schererville 46375 
864-4000 

Fax: 219-864-4004 
Email: cjh@cjhfreight.com 
MC 348374 

Congratulations to the Class of 2001 



Temperature Control Warehouse 
Refrigerated Transport 
Serving the U.S. & Canada 
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With Best Compliments From: 

Prompt Medical Care 

751 East 81st Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

(219) 738-6600 

An Urgent Care & Family 
Practice Clinic 

HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 8.00 am - 8.00pm 

Saturday 9.00am - 2.00pm 

Sunday 9.00am - 12.00 Noon 

Walk-Ins Welcome 

Congratulations to the Class of 2001 ! 
Your Class Ring Headquarters! 

L & M Jewelers 

3338 Ridge Road 
Lansing, IL 60438 
(708) 474-9235 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday 
9:30 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
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If you could go on vacation to 
any place in the world, where 
would you go and why? 

“I would have loved to go to 
France because it is very 
romantic. I would have loved 
to see all the regular stuff: 
the Eiffel tower, Louvre 
museum and cafes.” 

-Sarah Papin, junior 

I would have gone to 
Ireland. I had never been 
there, but everyone told me 
it was great. I love the 
accent.” 

-Megan Higgins, 
sophomore 

“Poland. I am Polish, and I 
could have learned about 
the culture and learned how 
to play the accordion. I had 
been taking lessons.” 

-Kyle Bieda, junior 

“Definitely some place 
tropical with warm weather 
near the ocean and out in 
the sun, like the 
Caribbean islands." 

-Kyle Matucha, senior 

“I would have gone on a 
tour of Europe, which would 
have included Spain, Italy, 
France and Greece. I had 
always been interested in 
other cultures, and Europe 
is a great place to learn 
about them." 

-Ashley Troumoliaris, 
freshman 
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I in a class of _ 

our own 

Christy Macak 




Congratulations, 
Christy! We’re very 
proud of the person 
you’ve become. Always 
set your goals high, 
and reach for the stars. 


I in a class of 

our own 

Adam Evans 

□ 


WASSSSSUUUUUP!!!!!!! 


Love always, 
Dad, Mom and 
Tim 



Quality, 

Community, 


Value: 



Peoples Bank 
Works for 
You! 


Celebrating 
91 Years of 
Community Banking 




Peoples Bank congratulates the cast and crew of "Hello, Dolly!" 

Lenny Weiss, Nicole Pellegrino, Andrew Schumacher, Kyle Matucha, Katie Gluek, 
Julia Bochnowski, Brandon Sweeney, Jim Bochnowski, Kaitlin Kovach, Jodi Rosenthal 


MUNSTER BRANCH 

9204 Columbia Avenue 
Munster, Indiana 46321 
219/836-9690 


Try Peoples Bank's Free Checking Account-no minimum balance, free checks, 
no service charges, no per check charge, free ATM and debit card and more! 
Call 219/836-9690 for information about additional features. 
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Life Goals 

...we help you reach them. 



Citizens 

NANCIAL SIRVICIS. f 


♦Banking ♦Insurance ♦Investments 


I-888-BankCFS 

( 1 - 888 - 226 - 5237 ) 

25 Locations throughout Northwest Indiana and Chicago 's Southland 


FDIC <b 

INSURED ~-S1 



WILLIAMS 
EYE INSTITUTE 

6850 Hohman Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46324 

(219) 931-7509 

www.bweye.com 


Offering quality Medical-Surgical Eye Care including 

Laser Vision Correction - LASIK, Intacs, AK, etc. 

No-Stitch Cataract Surgery Diabetic Retinopathy 
Retina and Vitreous Surgery Cornea Transplants 

Macular Degeneration Glaucoma Treatment 

General Ophthalmology 


Douglas P. Williams, M.D. 

Cataract Surgery & General Ophthalmology 

Ann K. Williams, M.D. 

Cataract Surgery & General Ophthalmology 

John Tanner, O.D. 

Optometrist 


in a class of 

our own 


Jennie Gaskill 



Dear Jennie, 


Every day you grow 
smarter and more 
beautiful. 

Every day we are 
more proud to be 
your mother and 
father. 

Don’t ever forget 
that you can achieve 
everything you’ve 
ever imagined. 

Don’t ever stop 
loving, believing or 
dreaming your 
dreams. 

Don’t be afraid; our 
love will always be 
with you. 

Good Luck at 
Indiana State! 
Congratulations on 
making the 
“Sparkettes” Dance 
Team. We are so 
very proud of you. 


Love, 

Mom, Dad, and 
John 
XOXO 
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wishful 

thinking 

If you could score front row 
tickets to any concert, who 
would you go to see? 

“I would have gone to 
Woodstock because it was 
all about sex, drugs and 
rock and roll.” 

-David Caco, 
sophomore 

“It didn’t really matter to me. 
I could have gotten front 
row tickets to any concert 
for free. I would have gone 
to it no matter what. I would 
have even seen *NSYNC if 
I could have taken a girl 
with me.” 

-Ankur Bhatt, senior 

“I had to say an Orgy 
concert because they really 
got the audience going and 
into the concert. They were 
just amazing live.” 

-Michelle Bembenista, 
junior 

“I would have gone to a 
Hanson concert! I was 
going to marry Zac Hanson, 
but he didn’t know it yet.” 

-Christy Johnson, 
freshman 

“I would have gone to see 
Dido because she was an 
awesome singer, and she 
was my favorite.” 

-Kristi Nishimura, 
junior 

“Matchbox 20 because 
the lead singer was hot, 
and their new song was 
really good.” 

-Madeleine Morley, 
freshman 
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7710 W. 88th 
Bridgeview, IL 
60455 

(800) 969-7156 


Roys’ Quality 
Construction, Inc. 

• Kitchens 

• Bathrooms 

• Decks 

• Replacement 

• Windows & Doors 

Roy & Matt Lambert 
9024 Woodward Ave. 
Highland, IN 46322 
(219) 838-8516 



The 


loy of Pepsi 

Pepsi Cola General Bottlers 

9300 Calumet Avenue • Munster, IN 
836-1800 


Story Time 

Enjoying the cool taste of Pepsi, junior 
Joel Moosmiller, senior Jennie Johnson, 
sophomore Ted Creagh, seniors Becky 


Norris and Stephanie Kelly, and 
juniors Jennifer Lee, Candice Grant, 
Jason Szanyi and Farah Sheriff take a 
look at an old yearbook. 
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Pediatric Dental Associates 
of Indiana, Inc. 

C. Joseph Tyree, DDS 

1630 45th Avenue 800 Wall Street 

Munster, IN 46321 Valparaiso, IN 46383 
(219) 924-4411 (219) 462-6337 
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Helping Hands 

In front of Hartsfield Village, employees junior 
Cindy Wisniewski, sophomore Gina Selent, seniors 
Stephanie Kelly, Katie Hauter, Nicci Gries, Amy 
Blue and Rachel McCain, and juniors Holly 
™ Grunewald, Lindsay Serna and Erin Kolb gather 

for a picture after work. 

^ A continuing care retirement community. 

10000 Columbia Avenue • Munster •Telephone: 934-0750 

Sponsors: The Community Hospital & Saint Margaret Mercy Healthcare Centers 


Martsfield 

/ '///((, 


Susan's School 
of Dance 



326 Ridge Road 
Munster, IN 
(219) 513-0908 



Joel R. Korczak, DDS 

2327 45th Street 
Highland, IN 46322 

Telephone: (219) 924-1193 
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Mr. & Mrs. Ercument Aktay 

Monica Aldulescu 

Ed & Nora Alfonsi 

Milan & Gail Andjelich 

Larry & Barbara Anthony 

The Anzur Family 

Mark & Darcy Balicki 

Bruce & Carol Barton 

Tom & Kathy Bassetto 

The Behrens Family 

Dan Bertagnolli & Family 

Shailesh & Kalpana Bhatt 

The Bielfeldt Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony FI. Blake 

David & Ann Bochnowski 

Mike & Tina Boyle 

Rich & Flelen Brazel 

Scot & Kathleen Burke 

Tony & India Castaneda 

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Cole 
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Sherry DeMars 
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Economou 
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Janice & Patrick Gaskill 


ort 


Community 
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Chuck & Kathy Mikels 
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Alice & Glenn Mueller 
Lisa Newcomb 
Joe & Cheri Newell 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron J. Oancea 
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Keith & Arlene Osmon 
Nick & Donna Panich 


Mark & Gayle Pleitner 

Sylvester & Kathy Porras 

Tom & Sharon Porta 

Cy & Diana Rangel 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Renwald 

Rick’s Appliance Service 

Chantal Riemerts & Gene Sojka 

The Rietmann Family 

Tom & Kay Rogan 

The Rogers Family 

Jerry & Joene Rosko 

Susan & Stephen Rousseau 

Dave & Lora Royal 

The Family of Alana Salata 

The Samara Family 

Doug Sharp & Cindy Bush 

Jim, Karen, Jenny, Beth, Katie & Molly Sliwa 

The Smaron Family 

Lynda Ann & Herbert W. Smith III 

Ed & Roseanne Sopher 

Cheryl & Stanley Sorrels 

Ed & Sandy Steele 

Sharon & Tim Stewart 

Gerry & Julie Stolarz 

Branson & Danita Stone 

Betsy & AndyTanzillo 

Ed & Donna Thompson 

Robert & Patty Tiberi 

Charles & Leslie Tomazin 

The Toyama Family 

John & Jeanne Tsolakos 

Patrick & Yuvon Vrabel 

Joel & Paula Wagner 

Steve & Jan Watson 

Brian & Susan Watterson 

Barry & Jody Weiss 

Dennis & Mary Wesolowski 

Robert D. White, Jr. 

Scot A. Wick 
Cheryl & Steve Zeck 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Zurek 


in a class of 

our own 



Wanda Kolodziejczyk 

Congratulations, Wanda! 
We’re very proud of you. 
You’ve earned your 
wings, you’re on your 
way and you’ll succeed 
in whatever you do. 
Believe in yourself, and 
good things will happen 
for you! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad and Wit 



in a class of 

our own 

D eter Verkaik 

□ 


Good job, Pete! 


Love, 

Mom 
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Caco, David 174, 228 


| ina di!/P8i&ti 

Joe Noworyta 

^Congratulations! 

We are proud of you! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, 

Michael, Jonathan 
and Matthew 



Chriss, Jenn, Cole, Lee, 
Bett, Sooz, Bex 


Friends 

Geez Louise and Bonnie Sue, all 
the memories we share. ..car 
dances, parades, on-line convos, 
“The Shotgun Rules," theme songs, 
“The Transport Man,” vocab 
parties, make fun of Jenn week, the 
big MS, cookie binge, IV 
treatments, food fights, fry-zee, 
professional karaoke-ers, es.peein 
it, snow fights, all our fights, break 
ups and make ups. Through good 
and bad... “I’ll lean on you, and 
you’ll lean on me and we’ll be 
okay.”-DMB :) 
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Amy Dungey 

[-^Congratulations Amy! 
We are all very proud of 
your accomplishments. 
We know you will do 
well at III. 

Love, 

Dad, Mom and 
Andrea 
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After testing out typed pages of 
possible themes, the five creators of the 
2001 Paragon staff embarked on a year- 
long journey with the theme of "Student 

by day, by night." As students by day, 

our nights were often filled with plan- 
ning, producing and pagemaking. 
During those late nights in the "Pub," 
weird stories multiplied by the second, 
and staff members got stranger each day. 

Between falling off chairs and 
slipping on the floor every 2.2 seconds, 
Stephanie instilled "roll call" in every- 
one and made sure by the end of the year 
the staff knew the words. 

Periodically, Jason slipped into one of 
his impressions and Mr. Russell-praising 
sessions while perusing the "hit list" for 
an elusive student that didn't exist. 

Candice, the resident librarian, often 
lead all of us into the power circle for a 
brainstorm for the perfect lead-in. 

Alleged whispers across the com- 
puter desk only strengthened Jenni's ac- 
cusations that everyone was constantly 
plotting against her. 

With Lifehouse blasting out of her 
earphones, Farah usually sat quietly at 
her computer with the exception of an 
occasional creaky throat. 

Each night as 9 p.m. rolled around, 
the staff scurried to meet the ever- 
present deadline. We withstood floods, 
mounds of proofs, endless piles of work 
and a remarkable 240-page book. 

However, none of that could have 
been done without the tireless 
dedication of our adviser, Mrs. Nancy 
Hastings. We could not express the full 
extent of our appreciation. We would 


also like to acknowlege our Herff Jones 
representative, Lisa Keene, and Don 
Milsap of Halterman Studios, Inc. An 
extra special thanks goes out to Mr. 
David Russell for supplying our team 
photos with such short notice. 

Paragon Volume 36, Student by day, 

by night, was printed by Herff Jones, 

of 6015 Travis Lane, Shawnee Mission, 
KS 66202-2343 with the help of in-plant 
Customer Service Advisor, Julie Bogart. 
With a press run of 1,050, the book 
featured 100 lb. Bordeaux paper. Early 
orders of the yearbook cost $37, while 
late May purchases were made for $50. 

The cover features a custom em- 
bossed, gloss-laminated four-color litho 
staff-design, featuring Herff Jones 
Sparkle grain. 

All pages were submitted on disk, 
using PageMaker 6.5 and Adobe 
Photoshop. Our staff photographers 
shot, processed and printed more than 
550 rolls of black and white Kodak 
Cosmos 400 ASA film. Halterman 
Photography Studios in Ottawa, IT, shot 
all underclass and senior portraits and 
club group shots. 

The 2000 edition, mUNster earned a 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
Silver Crown, a National Scholastic 
Press Association Pacemaker, and Best 
of Showin the mid-size category at the 
JEA/NSPAFall National Convention in 
Kansas City in November. 

As the year came to a close, so did the 
240-page journey filled with nights of 
fast food, power circles and sing-a-longs. 
Waiting in the on-deck circle, each staffer 
shined as they colored in the ladder. 


Index 


237 





238 


□ Walking around the Mardi Gras decorated fieldhouse at the 
Grand March, 488 students created life-long memories and 
basked in 80-degree weather at Prom. As the clocks 
neared 1 1 p.m., post-dance plans were like a blank sheet 
of paper that needed to be filled with a variety of activities. 

Closing 


"To get a car. I had to .raise $2,400 in funds. It 
wasn't 03-Sy, but I 1 wanted to ^et the car. A 

»aao yuu was my goal. 

Mike Stoffregen, sophomore 

Finally locking the lettered doorways after 75,600 minutes 
of school time, students anticipated summer fun, 
graduation and tropical vacations as June 8 inched closer. 

From the days spent learning Pickleball in gym class to the 
nights occupied with musical practice and late-night 
projects, students kept their hands full. Balancing 
everything depended on the choices made throughout the 
year. 

□ Boarding the coach buses at 3:30 a.m. March 21 , Project 
Bio students had no idea where their path would lead. Little 
did they know that nine days later an unexpected four-inch 
downpour would cut their unconventional Florida field trip 
short by one day. 

□ Choosing to help out others, 149 students braved needles 
and donated 114 units of blood at the Student Government 
sponsored blood drive sponsored by Student Government. 

From SADD’s Prom Promise to Project X collecting for the 
February Indian Earthquake, clubs continuously strived to 
give back to the community. 


□ 


After spending countless hours practicing original oratory 
and debating privacy cases, 14 Speech and Debate 
members qualified for Nationals, June 14 in Oklahoma. 


Erin McGuan, 
Molly Hanson, freshmen 


□ While warm weather became an 
everyday experience and 
forgotten sandals appeared 
again, spring signaled the end 
of school. With Fro-Yo 


reopening, students 
swarmed North and 
South parking lots after 
school in hopes of 
treating themselves. With 
Frisbees in hand, others 
utilized Community 
Park’s golf course with 
friends as a stress 
reliever. 














Day 


□ "I wanted to find out what was 
available to me. That way I 
could limit what colleges 1 was 
going to try to go to." 

-Tedi Vlahu, 
junior 

"I wanted to keep my straight 
A's. I really wanted to get an A 
in Biology." 

-Melissa Obzanski, 
sophomore 


Clay Creation 


— 


Focused in on her pinch pot, Nicci 
Gries, senior, etches her name into the 
soft clay. Strictly from her imagin- 
ation, Nicci created the vessel and 
showcased it in the display. "Ceram- 
ics was my only class in which I found 
my artistic ability," Nicci said. 


r’s Work 

Part of a team in the bookstore, Filiz Turan, junior, straightens 
rubberbanded pencils for presentation while Joe Jamrock, 
senior, completes an egg drop experiment in Earth Science. 
Giving back to his community and braving the medical 
atmosphere, Rob Branson, senior, donates blood with 
Desiree Ballanco, senior, at his side for support. With her 
"game face" ready, Erin Kolb, junior, fields a ground ball at 


the softball game. Feeling "artsy," seniors Andrea 
Williams and Ashley Navarro shape the wire for 3-D 
art. Both in and out of school, students let their 
imagination and creation lead the way. Balancing extra- 
curriculars and a school life proved difficult for some, 
but students still managed to fill their nights and 
weekends with endless activities. 




Vhat’s vour.« 

year-end goal? 

[j "I wanted to spend as much 
time with my friends as 
possible before college." 

-Roman Teller, 


senior 


□ 


"I really wanted to work harder 
in Geometry and get an A." 

-Caitlin De Cero, 
freshman 


my 


Closing 





Fishing for the last scraps 

of forgotten math homework and tattered 
bookcovers, students strolled out into summer. 
While stuck in the 180-day monotony of school, 
they broke the routine from Biology lectures and 
multiple-choice tests to decorated lockers and 
celebrations in class. Though they found ways to 
express themselves at school, they transformed 
into who they were by night. Balancing part-time 
jobs, backpacks full of homework and after-school 
extracurriculars became a refined talent with 
students. When Students by day left school, they 
turned into individuals by night. 


Remembering the Year 

Waving flags in celebration, seniors Katie 
Gluek, Andrew Schumacher and Kaitlin 
Kovach showcase talents in Hello Dolly while 
freshmen Lauren Harrington and Megan 
Remec take advantage of a half day at Fro-Yo. 
On a Sunday night dressed in full snorkeling 
attire, seniors Ashley Kaufman and Winfield 


Smith practice in the pool in preparation 
for Florida. Passing the lettered door of the 
fieldhouse, senior Blake Larkins, juniors 
Kevin Kutansky and Jillian Martin and 
sophomore Liz Anderson leave the Grand 
March. High school offered students an 
array of options, what they did, deter- 
mined the success of the person. 


Closing 













